                                AC/07/11
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes on a meeting of the Amenities Committee held on Wednesday 9th March 2011 in the Council Chamber, the Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT: 
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. E. Channon.

Councillors M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, P. Cherrington, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, V. Hunt, W.O. Jones, D.P. Milner, S. Rainey, C. Schofield.

In the Chair:

Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton
In attendance:
David Preston, Town Clerk

Glenys Davies, Facilities Manager
                                                                 Two members of the public 

128.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from:

Councillor F.D. Aldridge –illness, Councillor J.G. Jones – illness, Councillor R. Hoseason, – previous engagement, Councillor Mrs M.E. Chamberlain – illness, Mrs V. Schofield – business.


RESOLVED the apologies be accepted.
129.
PUBLIC SESSION
Two members of the public were in attendance and asked the Council for their support in requesting that Shropshire Council rethink the decision not to provide café facilities at the new Leisure Centre. A response was made that the Town Council would write to Shropshire Council highlighting the issue raised both at the meeting and in some correspondence and ask Shropshire Council to address these points within their attendance at the forthcoming Council meeting. 
130.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS

Declarations were invited in respect of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

Councillor S. Rainey declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 15, National Playday 2011, due to personal knowledge of the applicant.

Councillor Mrs B.Y. Gull declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 4, Walkers are Welcome - Oswestry, as a member of Oswestry Borderland Tourism.

131.
WALKERS ARE WELCOME – OSWESTRY


Walkers are Welcome has sixty member towns and villages and thirteen associate members.  There are concentrations in Yorkshire, Kent, North Wales and Shropshire.  Current member towns in Shropshire are Church Stretton, Bishop’s Castle, Cleobury Mortimer and Wellington with expressed interest from Clun, Ludlow and Oswestry.


Peter Dunhill, Shropshire Way Project Officer, and John Woolmer and Barbara Vickery from Church Stretton Walkers are Welcome attended to give a presentation to the Council looking to establish evidence of support from the town and the Town Council to enable Oswestry to become a Walkers are Welcome town.


Follow discussion it was RESOLVED to

· Agree in principle to support the progression of Oswestry towards the Walkers are Welcome status;

· Provide accommodation for a meeting of town groups to establish the steering group;
· Welcome an update report once the group is established and consider at that time any financial assistance that might be appropriate.

132.
MINUTES

Minutes of a meeting held on 26th January 2011 - AC/06/11 were confirmed and signed.
133.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
Report from the Finance Officer in the form of an analysis of actual income and expenditure dated the 28th February 2011.

RESOLVED TC/2223/11 be adopted.
134.
OSWESTRY YOUTH COUNCIL 

Report from the Facilities Manager on the inaugural meeting of the Oswestry Youth Council held on the 3rd February 2011.

RESOLVED TC/2220/11 be adopted.
135.
ASBESTOS MANAGEMENT SURVEY

Report from the Facilities Manager on the Asbestos Management Survey carried out on the 22nd February 2011.

Following discussion it was RESOLVED to adopt TC/2225/11 and to
· Agree the most cost effective quote of £3,810 from SB Asbestos Management Ltd, Hatherton, Nantwich, Cheshire;
· Acknowledge that any future major building schemes would require a more in-dept survey.

136.
CHILDREN’S PLAY EQUIPMENT

Minutes of a meeting of the Cae Glas Park Task & Finish Group held on the 8th February 2011 that looked at the opportunity to enhance play equipment in Cae Glas Park.

RESOLVED that report TC/2221/11be adopted and to note that the preference for the location of new play equipment in the Park for consultation purposes is the existing site and the Bowling Green.
137.
OSWESTRY CEMETERY 

Report from the Facilities Manager on meetings with members of staff held on various dates during January and February 2011.

RESOLVED TC/2224/11be adopted and to agree the design of an information board in principle to be of black painted metal with more design options to be tabled at the next meeting.
138.
CAE GLAS PARK – MAINTENANCE

Update report from the Facilities Manager on meetings as held with Fastrack Grounds Maintenance.

RESOLVED CGP/148/11 be noted acknowledging the viewpoint expressed that the winter bedding plants are considered to be of a substandard condition compared with previous years. 
139.
OSWESTRY VISITOR & EXHIBITION CENTRE

Report on meetings between the Facilities Manager and members of staff from Oswestry Borderland Tourism on 10th and 28th February 2011.

RESOLVED HC/70/11 be noted
140.
WRVS - MEALS


Following comments expressed at the recent meeting of the Amenities Committee a response has been received from Stephen T Chandler, Assistant Director – Adult Social Care, Shropshire Council.



RESOLVED to note response but to ask Shropshire Council for the number of Oswestry residents who have taken up the service over the last 5 years to indicate the need and the public commitment.
141.
NATIONAL PLAYDAY 2011


Letter from Rachel Edwards, Replayit, requesting permission to use Cae Glas Park for National Playday 2011.  


The first event was held in Oswestry in 2010 on the new Wilfred Owen green with some 800 people in attendance throughout the afternoon.  The event is intended to be a day of fun, celebration and community spirit and invitations to participate will be extended to The Children’s Information Services, Sure Start, Oswestry Library and Museum on the Move.  Other organisations have also confirmed their willingness to participate.


As an added attraction it is the intention to provide a non-permanent sand pit with this facility being provided by Walford & North Shropshire College forming part of the community project with A level students from April onwards who will be involved in the design, costing and making of the sand pit from beginning to end.


It is intended that the sand pit will be accommodated in three painted tyres with lockable lids and the aim is to site within the grassed area within the children’s play area.

The Town Clerk had met with Rachel Edwards and Walford & North Shropshire College and the aim would be for the facility to be delivered to the park in late July with all transport being provided by the College.  The facility would then be available through the school holidays and at the end of the period would be offered to local schools if considerable interest is anticipated.  It is also anticipated that the Town Council Public Liability Insurance could cover the activity for the duration of the period involved.


Following discussion it was RESOLVED to
· Agree to the request to use the Park for National Play Day 2011, normal conditions to apply;
· Note concerns over the possible size of certain vehicles involved and that great care must be taken to ensure that there is no risk to the surface, grounds or culvert that runs through the Park;
· Agree to the temporary installation of the sandpits in the Children’s Play Area this summer following which the sandpits will then be removed for use at local schools.
142.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
In view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was RESOLVED that the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting.
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