DPC/08/10
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes on a meeting of the Development and Planning Committee held on Monday 8th November 2010 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. E. Channon.

Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs M. Benyon, W. Benyon, M. Bennett, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones, D.P. Milner, S. Rainey, C. Schofield, Mrs. V. Schofield.
In the Chair:

Councillor M. E. Chamberlain

In attendance:   
David Preston, Town Clerk
Martin Withington, Head of Transportation, Shropshire Council

Mark Pembleton, Head of Economic Development, Shropshire Council

44.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from:

Councillor Mrs A.H. Bickerton – holiday.  Councillor P. Cherrington – family illness.  
RESOLVED the apologies be accepted.
45.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Declarations were invited in respect of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
Declarations were received from:

Councillor Mrs. E. Channon. 
Agenda Item 11- Holy Trinity Primary - Safer Routes to School.  Personal interest as a Governor at the School.
Councillor M. Bennett. 
Agenda Item 11 – Holy Trinity Primary – Safer Routes to School.  Personal interest as a Governor at the School.
Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull. 

Agenda Item 4 – Review of Our Lady and St. Oswald’s Safest Routes to School Scheme.
Personal interest as Governor of Oswestry School.

Councillor S. Rainey. 

Agenda Item 11 – Review of Our Lady and St. Oswald’s Safest Routes to School Scheme.

Personal interest as resident of Upper Brook Street.

Councillor R. Hoseason. 

Agenda Item 12 – Planning Applications – Application 10/04689.
Personal interest due to knowledge of the applicant.

Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley. 
Agenda Item 12 – Planning Applications – Application 10/04689.  Personal interest due to knowledge of the applicant.

Councillor S. Rainey. 
Agenda Item 12 – Planning Applications – Application 10/04689.  Personal interest due to knowledge of the applicant.

46.
MINUTES
Minutes of meetings held on 27th September 2010, DPC/06/10 and 13th October 2010, DPC/07/10 were confirmed and signed.

47.
REVIEW OF OUR LADY AND ST OSWALD’S SAFEST ROUTES TO SCHOOL SCHEME


Martin Withington, Head of Transportation, Shropshire Council, attended to review the scheme and discuss the concerns of the Town Council.  
In setting the scene Martin Withington confirmed that Shropshire Council had been working closely with the school.  It was now acknowledged that the percentage of pupils travelling to school by car had reduced since the scheme had been implemented from 53% to 37% and this was particularly encouraging as the statistics were based against a national background that is not particularly dropping.  The scheme had evolved from working with the school and the main issue was the over running of the pavement adjacent to the school itself.  It was acknowledged that the project was a compromise to reflect circumstances as Shropshire Council needed to retain long established on-street parking; there was an issue of a crossing point close to the school and also the issue of dropping down and picking up in a narrow section of carriageway.  The recent review undertaken by Shropshire Council had confirmed that the vehicle numbers and level of traffic in the area had reduced, vehicle speeds had dropped significantly, the school had reported a fall of in instances reported to them of highway nature, a good level of use had been established at the new crossing point, however there was still a high level of crossing at the original site and that in turn raised a question of whether this should be retained.  
In terms of the discussion that took place as a result of the presentation then the issue of access from Oswald’s Well Lane turning right into Trefonen Road was raised.  Issues were expressed with views about the 20 mph speed limit being extended, possibly to the whole of the town centre, and a response was given that although Shropshire Council has a policy supporting 20 mph zones in town centres, the current position is that the previous Government was reviewing speed policies and the results of the new Government Consultation Exercise are awaited.  

After considerable discussion it was RESOLVED that:

· A vote of thanks be recorded to Martin Withington for his attendance at the meeting and for the extremely helpful information as provided.  

It was further RESOLVED to acknowledge that:

· Shropshire Council will now review the whole scheme after the Oswestry School extension has been made in terms of speed and volume and in turn that review will then consider the relevance for a second crossing point.

· The Town Council to be updated accordingly.
48.
BUS SHELTERS OSWESTRY


For information, a letter had been received from the Senior Public Transport Officer, Transport Policy, Shropshire Council, following recent correspondence concerning adoption, by the Town Council, of additional bus shelters.


Martin Withington, Head of Transportation, Shropshire Council, took part in the debate providing information as appropriate and as a result it was RESOLVED:

· To record a preference for a replacement of the bus shelter at the Post Office and not restoration and the replacement ideally to have greater capacity.

· In terms of the Iceland shelter then the new facility should therefore not be sited at kerb side due to the overhang.

· To confirm the design range as suggested by Shropshire Council for the new shelters in principle, subject to Conservation Officer approval.

· The Town Council itself to continue its policy of self-insurance of the shelters.

· To question if lighting is needed in any of the new shelters due to the illumination considered to be in place for the proposed changes.
· To acknowledge the contract between Shropshire Council and the Town Council as suggested and also to note the claw back provision should the Town Council decide to no longer maintain the shelter.

49.
HOLY TRINITY PRIMARY – SAFER ROUTES TO SCHOOL


Letter from the Transport Planner, Development Services, Shropshire Council, confirming that work is currently underway on a potential Safer Routes to School scheme for Holy Trinity CE Primary School on Middleton Road in Oswestry.  The views of the Town Council were invited.


After discussion it was RESOLVED to:

· Support the scheme and ask that the contact details of both Town and Shropshire Councillors are included in the resident consultation to take place.  

It was further RESOLVED to:

· Suggest that the local Access Group be included within the consultation exercise.
50.
SPOTLIGHT ON THE SHROPSHIRE ECONOMY


Mark Pembleton, Head of Economic Development, Shropshire Council, attended to discuss the above document and the economic issues facing Oswestry.  


It was acknowledged that there is a statutory duty to consult on the document and this will be over a ten week period.  The Coalition Government is retaining the duty of consultation but it is more permissive in its current format.  The aim of the Spotlight on Shropshire is therefore to contribute to the evidence base for the Marches Local Enterprise Partnership.

The structure of the assessment was considered in terms of geography, people and communities, business and enterprise, and sustainable economic growth.  The presentation also acknowledged the importance of tourism to the local economy with 8.5% of Oswestry employment being tourism related.

In terms of business and enterprise then it was acknowledged that 85.4% of businesses in Oswestry are small in nature with only 7 businesses employing more than 200 people.

It was acknowledged that Oswestry has a low level of employment in manufacturing.  It has experienced a rapid decline in manufacturing employment compared to the rest of Shropshire and also there is now less dependence on public sector employment compared to the county although the local hospital is one of the area’s major employers.  There are also low employment statistics within knowledge intensive sectors.

In summary the presentation concluded with the critical issues being addressed and these include:

· The low levels of business start ups and poor business survival rates.

·  The low levels of employment in high growth sectors.

·  The comparatively poorly skilled workforce and the lack of readily available employment sites.

After considerably discussion it was RESOLVED that the Town Council should respond to the document and presentation on the basis of the below:

· The perceived priority is addressing the lack of readily available employment sites that must be accelerated in the planning process with the widest possible opportunities being presented.
· To highlight the need to develop grant schemes to compete with neighbouring pots of money secured through partnerships.

· As a critical issue, to address the problem of absent landlords and the impact of empty and neglected town centre commercial property through strategically made available grant schemes.

· To look to apprenticeship and skill building opportunities aiming for sustainability and quality through partnerships.

· To address the need for greater commercial marketing of Oswestry.

· To look for hired technology businesses to create critical mass and higher quality employment opportunity.

· To support the aspiration of a University in Shrewsbury to stop out migration and to attract skills and innovation to the county.

· To develop entrepreneurial business angels and mentoring.

· To use the regional growth fund to unlock sites secured through public/private sector commitment and partnership.

51.
TRAFFIC LIGHTS - UPPER AND LOWER BROOK STREET/CHURCH STREET/UPPER CHURCH STREET

Letter from Jason Hughes, Principal Traffic Signals & Street Lighting Engineer, Shropshire Council, responding to the Council’s concerns regarding the timings now introduced on the traffic lights and perceived highway and pedestrian dangers as a result.  The response issued possible options that were considered by Members.


After discussion it was RESOLVED:

· That the options be noted but the earliest possible site meeting be requested with Shropshire Council as a matter of urgency with all interested Councillors being invited to attend.
52.
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL – WINTER SERVICE REVIEW


Letter from Bob Ellis, Head of Highways, Shropshire Council, reporting on the outcome of the recent review.


RESOLVED information be noted.

53.
2010/11 WINTER SERVICE REVIEW


Following representations made by the Development & Planning Committee a response had been issued from the Highways Manager, Shropshire Council.

RESOLVED the helpful information be acknowledged.

54.
PLANNING TASK AND FINISH GROUP
Report from the Planning Task and Finish Group appointed by the Development & Planning Committee following a meeting held on Thursday 21st October 2010.

RESOLVED:

· Report TC/2166/10 be noted.
· The recommendations of that report be formally adopted.
· A review to take place after twelve months.
· The Town Council to revise the schedule of meetings to accommodate the additional schedule of meetings required for the Development & Planning Committee to meet.
· The training regime for Elected Members to be arranged at an early date.
55.
NATIONAL TREE PLANTING CAMPAIGN


Letter from the County Arboriculturalist, Shropshire Council, inviting the Council to support and participate in a new tree planting project for Shropshire.


RESOLVED to note the campaign and request information as it becomes available and inclusion in any local discussions.

56.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS


Consideration of a Schedule of Planning Applications PA/120/10.
After discussion it was RESOLVED the below observations be expressed:
a) 10/04481/FUL – 50 JASMINE GARDENS, OSWESTRY, SY11 1UA
No observations be expressed.
b) 10/04689/TPO  –  8 HIGH FAWR AVENUE, OSWESTRY SY11 1TB
RESOLVED to oppose the application unless the tree is considered to be dangerous or diseased and, if so, then another tree of like for like species to be replaced on the existing site.
c) 10/04598/LBC – 56 AND 58 WILLOW STREET, OSWESTRY, SY11 1AE
No observations be expressed.
d) 10/04670/FUL – COTON, WILMOT ROAD, OSWESTRY, SY11 2AZ
No observations be expressed. 
e) 10/04601/FUL – 3 MONKMOOR CLOSE, OSWESTRY, SY11 2DB
RESOLVED to clarify the size of the store within permitted development regulations and also to question the suggested fire access arrangements.
Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain
Chairman
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