MCP/05/10

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Markets and Car Parks Committee held on Wednesday 3rd November 2010 at 7.00 pm in The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT: 

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. E. Channon,

Councillors, W. Benyon, M. Bennett, 
Mrs. A. H. Bickerton Mrs M.E. Chamberlain, 

P. Cherrington, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, 

R. Hoseason, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones, D.P. Milner, 
C. Schofield and Mrs. V. Schofield
In the Chair:  

Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull
Also in attendance:
Mr. D. Preston, Town Clerk

Mr. D. Clough, Retail Markets and Events Manager

76.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from:

Councillor F.D. Aldridge – family commitment.   Councillor Mrs. M. Benyon -family commitment.  Councillor S. Rainey – previous engagement. 
RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.

77.
PUBLIC SESSION
RESOLVED to note that no members of the public were in attendance to question the Council on local issues, etc. in accordance with normal policy.

78.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTEREST

Declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001 were invited.

79.
MINUTES
 Minutes of the meeting held on 8th September 2010, MCP/04/10, were confirmed and signed.

80.
WEDNESDAY MARKET

Report from the Finance Officer on the Wednesday Market income and trader numbers to 30th September 2010.

RESOLVED the report TC/2145/10 be confirmed and to note that the Bailey Street Traders operating under street trading consents had ceased trading and had now started to trade back on the Bailey Head under market rules and regulations.
81.
SATURDAY MARKET
Report from the Finance Officer on the Saturday Market income and trader numbers to 30th September 2010.
RESOLVED  report TC/2145A/10 be confirmed.
82.
FARMERS’ MARKET
Report from the Finance Officer on the Farmers’ Market income and trader numbers to 30th September 2010.
RESOLVED report TC/2146/10 be confirmed.
83.
CAR PARKING INCOME
Report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis on car parking income and tickets issued to 30th September 2010.
RESOLVED that report TC/2147/10 be confirmed.
84.
CAR PARK TICKET ANALYSIS
Report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis of tickets issued on the Council’s car parks to 30th September 2010.
RESOLVED report TC/2148/10 be confirmed.

85.
PAY & DISPLAY
Report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis on Pay & Display Enforcement for the ½ year ending 30th September 2010.

RESOLVED report TC/2149/10 be confirmed and to confirm the percentage of bad debts to write-off as acceptable. 

86.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

Report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis of actual income and expenditure on market activities to 16th August 2010.

RESOLVED the report TC/2150/10 be confirmed. 
87.
OSWESTRY MARKETS AND EVENTS - UPDATE
Update report from the Retail Markets & Events Manager on current market issues.  The report commented upon a number of key areas that included promotional activities, NABMA Annual Conference, Charity Market, and Street Licensing.  Further information was provided on the performance of the Farmers’ Market and future events and then a summary in terms of policy matters and decisions required by the Council.
After considerable discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To adopt report TC/2139/10.

· To have a full page advert in next year’s Escape booklet at a cost of £540.
· That Christmas opening times for the Indoor Market agreed to be Monday the 20th to Friday the 24th December 2010.
· For Market Traders to be able to use the Bailey Head on Thursday 23rd and Friday 24th December 2010.
· Register the Retail Markets and Events Manager on the Place Management Course and investigate into any bursaries for funding.
· To confirm the Farmers’ Market to be moved forward to the 17th December 2010.
· To agree to offer the Powis Hall office as an area of commercial trade to increase revenue.
· To purchase a mobile PA system at an estimated sum of £185 in addition to the PRS license in order to play music at the markets and various events.     
88.
POWIS HALL - RENEWABLE ENERGY


Report on a meeting held on the 6th October 2010 looking towards the potential siting of photovoltaic panels (solar panels) on the Powis Hall for financial and environmental reasons.


It was RESOLVED that TC/2162/10 be confirmed and to investigate further into the technology and to combine the initiative into the Mydeco proposal.
89.
POWIS HALL RAILINGS


Report from the Facilities Manager on proposals and costs to replace the Powis Hall railings as requested by Committee.

It was RESOLVED to adopt design D at a cost of £490 plus VAT by Reform and Weld.
90.
NABMA


Minutes of a meeting of the NABMA Retail Forum as held on 29th April 2010 were provided and it was RESOLVED to note the minutes.
91.
STREETS IN ACTION 


An invitation had been received from NABMA to appoint delegates to attend the Streets in Action event being promoted jointly by NABMA and ATCM on the 27th January 2011 at The Council House, Birmingham.  The delegate fee is £140 plus VAT.


After discussion it was RESOLVED that the Chairman Councillor Miss B. Y. Gull, Councillor D.P. Milner and the Retail Markets and Event Manager attend the seminar. Also to acknowledge the attendance by Councillor J.G Jones and the Town Clerk.
92.
LARGER MARKET TOWNS REFERENCE GROUP MEETING


Report on a meeting of the Larger Market Towns Reference Group as arranged by Shropshire Council on the 28th September 2010 was provided for information TC/2142/10.

In addition, following the recent meeting of the Market Towns Revitalisation Group representing six market towns including Oswestry, an invitation was extended to the Leader and Chief Executive of Shropshire Council to attend a meeting with the Group, previous to Christmas, to look at headline issues, the Market Towns Revitalisation Programme, future governance arrangements, place planning and locality working.


After discussion it was RESOLVED to note report. 
93.
CAR PARKING CHARGES – OVERALL REVIEW


The Council had instructed that a review of its car parking charges and policies take place previous to the finalisation of the Council’s budget in January 2011.


The Council had also requested that a review also take place of its enforcement policies following a report with options as presented by the Finance Officer during the summer.


Aligned to these requests are anticipated publication of proposals in respect of the Shropshire Council Car Parking Strategy and this Council is also awaiting a formal response from Shropshire Council regarding future partnership working in terms of devolution of part of its own car parking service to the Town Council.


Acknowledging the considerable number of strands that need to be linked together for the Town Council to undertake its own review, it is suggested that the Council consider a Task and Finish Group with a formal brief to look at the various areas and to enable a formal report to be presented back to the Council previous to Christmas.


Members were asked to consider this suggestion to provide a co-ordinated approach to car parking discussions.


After discussion it was RESOLVED that the Chairman and Vice Chairman of Finance and also the Chairman and Vice Chairman of Markets and Car Parks meet prior to the budget review to discuss car park charges for 2011 and make appropriate recommendations on policy and charging to the January 2011 meeting.
94.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
In view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was RESOLVED that the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting.
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