DPC/13/11
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes on a meeting of the Development and Planning Committee held on Monday 28th February 2011 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. E. Channon,
Councillors Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, 
Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, P. Cherrington, 
Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, 
J.G. Jones, D.P. Milner, S. Rainey, C. Schofield, 
Mrs. V. Schofield.
In the Chair:
Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain
Chairman
In attendance:
David Preston, Town Clerk
87.
PUBLIC SESSION
No questions were asked by members of the public in attendance.
88.
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from:

Councillor F.D. Aldridge – illness.  Councillor M. Bennett – illness.  Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton – illness.  Councillor V. Hunt – alternative meeting.  Councillor W.O. Jones – illness.  
RESOLVED the apologies be accepted.

89.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Declarations were invited in respect of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
No declarations of interest were declared.
90.
CENSUS 2011

Alistair Bates, 2011 Census Area Manager of Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin, together with Howard Bourne, Census Co-ordinator for Oswestry, attended to discuss the next Census update.


It was confirmed that the Shropshire population is estimated based on the 2001 Census that had a 97% return.  Shropshire however has changed dramatically in the last ten years.  The Census will provide detailed up to date information.


The Census will be available on-line or in paper format, will have a date of 27th March 2011, and teams of collectors will be available from the 6th April 2011 to help any individual complete the form for one month.  The aim of the Census is to ensure that communities receive the services they require.  Census forms go to Manchester, all personal information remains confidential and it is a legal requirement to complete.  Fines can be introduced for non compliance.


The aim of the presentation was to help promote awareness that the Census is to take place with it being an important process in terms of planning and delivering the services and meeting the needs of future communities.  The Council was asked to spread the word about the Census and demonstrate to constituents that help is available.  It was also confirmed that a drop-in facility would be arranged in Oswestry.  The Council offered the Guildhall for this facility.

After discussion it was RESOLVED to note the most interesting presentation and to thank Alistair Bates and Howard Bourne for their attendance.
91.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS - VANGUARD BID


The Oswestry Town Plan Steering Group had been unable to make the presentation as invited to this meeting and a new date had been arranged.  However, Jake Berriman, Head of Strategy and Policy, Shropshire Council, attended to provide an update on Neighbourhood Planning and Vanguard.  
The presentation confirmed that Neighbourhood Plans will become part of the overall Development Plan, unlike the Local Plan.  The planning system for the UK is being changed by Localism.   Regional and Spatial Plans will be abolished and as part of the Localism agenda the Government wants more local planning and this provides an exciting opportunity for those Parish and Town Councils who wish to become involved and take neighbourhood planning forward.
At the present time the regulations for neighbourhood planning are being drafted within the Localism Bill but the Government is looking for areas to pilot as to how neighbourhood planning may happen.  Shropshire Council has therefore been working up a bid for neighbourhood/community engagement and has put forward areas for Vanguard consideration.  Oswestry is one of five bids submitted by Shropshire Council and feedback is expected in mid March.  It is anticipated that some eighty or ninety applications will be made nationally for twelve allocations.

Neighbourhood Plans have to be based on the whole or part of a Parish.  The Parish Council, together with a sub-group, normally takes ownership.   A neighbourhood forum may be formed if the Parish or Town Council decides not to run with the process and if Vanguard is to be successful then the relationship between the Parish and Town Council, the Plan Group and Shropshire Council, becomes critical.

The Plan is drawn up by local effort and not by Shropshire Council but they will offer help and statistics.  Shropshire Council will also have to pay for the hearing to be arranged with an independent assessor. Shropshire Council will be required to check confirmation with the core strategy.  The Neighbourhood Plan may talk about specific strategies for Oswestry but ultimately it will be placed before a Local Referendum, the cost falling, it is assumed, on Shropshire Council.

It was clear that some reservations applied as one layer of planning effectively will be replaced by another but the core aim is to try and simplify the process.  It was acknowledged that an adopted Parish Plan has no status. 

Shropshire Council indicated that they are keen to pursue Vanguard and welcome the opportunity with partners to make it a success.  A warning was also issued that Neighbourhood Plans can be distracting.  
Shropshire Council will receive £20k for each of the proposals that come forward under Vanguard but set against that is the requirement that significant costs will have to be met for a Referendum and a hearing in each case.
After considerable discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To formally thank Jake Berriman, Head of Strategy and Policy, Shropshire Council, for the most interesting presentation.

· To acknowledge that the Local Town Plan Group have been invited to a meeting of the Council on the 21st March 2011 with the aim of looking to establish common ground and a framework regarding Neighbourhood and/or the Local Planning approach.

· To acknowledge that if Vanguard is successful then a three-way meeting between the Local Town Plan Group, the Town Council and Shropshire Council, will be necessary to formally establish participation and roles.
· To acknowledge that if Vanguard is not successful then the anticipation is that Oswestry will move back to the Local Plan refresh approach that Shropshire Council will be happy to facilitate to ensure its fit into the core strategy.
92.
MINUTES

Minutes of meetings below were confirmed and signed.

20th December 2010
-
DPC/10/10 


10th January 2011

-
DPC/11/11


9th February 2011

-
DPC/12/11

93.
TYPE AND AFFORDABILITY OF HOUSING – A SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT


Following the Seminar for the Development & Planning Committee held on the 9th February 2011, facilitated by Brian Smith, former Head of Development at Oswestry Borough Council, a copy of the response, as forwarded to Shropshire Council, was provided.


RESOLVED the response be noted and the Town Council formally endorse its submission.
94.
CONSULTATION – DRAFT SUSTAINABLE DESIGN SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT (SPD) (PART ONE), DRAFT DEVELOPER CONTRIBUTIONS SPD, PRELIMINARY DRAFT CHARGING SCHEDULE FOR THE COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY


Letter from Shropshire Council confirming that comments are invited on the above mentioned draft planning policy documents that are designed to ensure that the new development within Shropshire is sustainable.


Comments were invited by the 21st April 2011.


RESOLVED to suggest that in terms of the Community Infrastructure Levy that surcharges should not restrict the ability of local communities to purchase smaller local property to help support and maintain rural services.
95.
BUS SHELTERS, OSWESTRY


Letter from the Senior Public Transport Officer, Transport Policy, Shropshire Council, providing an update following comments expressed by the Town Council on the bus shelter options as provided.


RESOLVED the update information be noted but to insist that the shelter at the Post Office should be replaced and that the Town Council will not maintain if just refurbishment takes place.
96.
SALOP ROAD/MIDDLETON ROAD JUNCTION AND MARKS & SPENCER


Following the meeting of the Development & Planning Committee held on the 20th December 2010 correspondence was entered into with the Portfolio Holder for Transport & IT Services, Shropshire Council.


A summary of that correspondence was provided.


After discussion it was RESOLVED, due to the importance of the two highway issues and the need for pedestrian crossings as a minimum at each location that an invitation is extended to the Portfolio Holder of Shropshire Council to discuss firsthand with the Town Council the difficulties being encountered.
97.
FUTURE USE OF LAND AT OSWESTRY LEISURE CENTRE


Request from Councillor M. Bennett for the Development & Planning Committee to consider the future use of the Leisure Centre space for housing.  The discussion to focus upon number, type, affordability, design and access.  In addition the Town Council was invited to discuss what it would anticipate in terms of a Section 106 Agreement.


After discussion and, as an initial response to Councillor Bennett thereby providing him with an opportunity to raise the matter with the Committee further, it was RESOLVED:

· To express the view that the site should be cleared as soon as possible.
· That benefits from the sale should be reinvested in the site itself and the wider development area particularly in respect of open space and community use.

· That a strong element of affordable housing be provided that is consistent with the recommendations from this Council in policy terms for affordable housing.
98.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Consideration of a Schedule of Planning Applications.

a) 11/00367/LBC – Mr R Clark c/o Whitmore and Humphreys, 53 Willow Street, Oswestry, SY11 1AQ

RESOLVED to welcome the reinstatement and restoration of the street scene.

b) 11/00368/FUL – Mr R Clark c/o Whitmore and Humphreys, 53 Willow Street, Oswestry, SY11 1AQ

RESOLVED to welcome the reinstatement and restoration of the street scene.
c) 11/00553/FUL – CGL Group, Plot 5, Land South of Cricket Ground, Morda Road, Oswestry

RESOLVED that no observations be recorded.

d) 11/00383/FUL – Mr and Mrs Muir, 12 Victoria Street, Oswestry

RESOLVED to comment that the site work should only permit foundations for a single storey to prevent any future development and to protect neighbour privacy and light.

e) 11/00557/FUL – Mr and Mrs Oakley, Merridene, 10 Morda Close, Oswestry

RESOLVED to express concern at the number of extensions to the property that are no longer considered to be sympathetic to the established nature of the estate and its neighbouring properties.

99.
NORTHWEST SHROPSHIRE FLOOD FORUM


RESOLVED to note an update from Councillor representatives on the meeting as held on the 16th February 2011.

100.
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
In view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting and they be asked to withdraw.
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