OTC/05/10
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Oswestry Town Council held on Monday 27th September 2010 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber of The Guildhall, Oswestry.
PRESENT:
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. E. Channon.


Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs M. Benyon, W. Benyon, M. Bennett, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones, S. Rainey, C. Schofield.

In the Chair:
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. E. Channon

In attendance:   
David Preston, Town Clerk

1.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from:

Councillor P. Cherrington – family illness.  Councillor Mrs. V. Schofield – work commitments.

RESOLVED the apologies be noted and accepted.

2.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTEREST

Declarations were invited of personal and prejudicial interests of any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 9 (b), Oswestry Community Action, as a user of the service.

Councillor R. Hoseason declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 18, St. David’s Churchyard, as a member of St. Oswald’s congregation.

Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley declared a prejudicial interest in Agenda Item 9 (c) as the Council’s representative on the Oswestry & District Arts Association.

Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 9 (c) as the Council’s representative on the Oswestry & District Arts Association.

Councillor Mrs. E. Channon declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 18, St. David’s Churchyard, as a member of St. Oswald’s congregation.

3.
MINUTES


Minutes of meetings held on 17th May 2010 0TC/02/10 and 7th July 2010  OTC/03/10 were confirmed and signed.
4.
TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS


RESOLVED to note that no questions were submitted.

5.
SEVERN TRENT WORK OSWESTRY 

Ruth Farrell, Programme Manager, and Paul Mountford, Resident Engineer for the Oswestry Works, attended on behalf of Severn Trent.

It was confirmed that the major road works in Oswestry were on programme.   Work was progressing well, few complaints had been received and although Victoria Road is closed, adjustments will be made for the Christmas procession and discussions were ongoing with Oswestry Borderland Rotary Club.

It was acknowledged that the work was intended to be finished by Christmas but the official deadline is early in the New Year.

Ruth Farrell confirmed that with regard to the mains renewal then work should have finished in Orchard Street and Eden Street but was still ongoing.  Work is still to be carried out at Christmas and the Council expressed its preference that this work should be carried out subject to business/resident support as soon as possible.  Phase Two will be introduced after the sewer works are complete and this programme will run to the end of March.

It was also acknowledged that Severn Trent had given a donation to the Oswestry in Bloom Committee for a planter for 2011.  

After a number of questions it was RESOLVED that a vote of thanks be recorded to both Officers of Severn Trent for their attendance and the helpful information as provided.
6.
COUNCIL STANDING ORDERS


RESOLVED to formally adopt the revised Council Standing Orders as approved by Finance & General Purposes Committee on Monday 6th September 2010 with a minor adjustments incorporated.
7.
SHROPSHIRE CHARTER

RESOLVED to formally receive and adopt the Shropshire Charter as presented by the Chief Executive of Shropshire Council.

8.
LARGE GRANT APPLICATIONS

a) Kingswell Centre
Application from Kingswell Centre to the Large Grant Scheme for consideration of funding.

RESOLVED a donation of £300 be made subject to the project proceeding.

b) Oswestry Community Action
Application from Oswestry Community Action in respect of the Oswestry Shop Mobility Scheme.

RESOLVED a donation of £5,000 be agreed but to invite Shop Mobility to make a presentation about the scheme, the funding needs, and to examine sustainability and delivery for the future.

c) Oswestry and District Arts Association
Councillors M. Bennett and Mrs. C. Hawksley declared prejudicial interests in this matter as representatives of the association and left the Chamber, taking no part in discussion or voting.

After discussion it was RESOLVED that a donation of £875 be made.

9.
ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE AND INCOME 2010/11


Due to changes in local government finance, the Council was asked to consider its process for setting its budget for 2010/11 and to identify any consultation measures it proposes.


After discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To pursue the normal format for budget compilation but to look at a wider consultation, possibly for 2011, and the Town Clerk to report on measures available and costs that may be applicable to achieve such.
10.
DRAFT ANNUAL GOVERNANCE REPORT 2009/10


The Council was informed that the annual audit of the Town Council’s 2009/10 accounts had been undertaken throughout September.  The Draft Annual Governance Statement 2009/10 therefore was presented for adoption to comply with the 30th September deadline.

RESOLVED the documentation be adopted with sincere thanks to the Finance Officer.

11.
LARGER MARKET TOWN REFERENCE GROUP MEETING


Two Members were invited, by Shropshire Council, to attend the meeting on Tuesday 28th September 2010 at 6.00 pm together with the Town Clerk.

RESOLVED the Mayor and Deputy Mayor be appointed to attend subject to availability.  Replacements to be provided otherwise.
12.
MARKET TOWNS REVITALISATION REPORT


Report from Shropshire Council on a meeting called by Shropshire Council to meet representatives of Oswestry Town Council on Thursday 16th September to present the above programme.


RESOLVED the report be noted.  

It was further RESOLVED that the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Chairman and Vice Chairman of Finance and General Purposes  continue to represent the Council at the various Market Town meetings with neighbouring Town Councils.
13.
INVESTING IN SHROPSHIRE’S FUTURE – LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND INVESTMENT WORKSHOP FOR THE MARKET TOWNS AND LARGER SETTLEMENTS IN SHROPSHIRE

Report on the above event held on 20th September 2010 at the Shirehall, Shrewsbury.  In attendance representing the Council were the Mayor and Deputy Mayor, and the Chairman of the Finance & General Purposes Committee, together with the Town Clerk.

RESOLVED the report be adopted.
14.
OSWESTRY WATER FORUM


RESOLVED to adopt a Report on a meeting between Oswestry Water Forum, United Utilities, Severn Trent Water, Consumer Council for Water and The Rt. Hon. Owen Paterson MP, as held on Friday 24th September 2010.

15.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

In terms of Schedule 12A, Local Government Act 1972 the following items will be likely to disclose exempt information relating to leasing matters and it is therefore recommended that the public and press be excluded.
