                                AC/06/11
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes on a meeting of the Amenities Committee held on Wednesday 26th January 2011 in the Council Chamber, the Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT: 
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. E. Channon.
Councillors M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs M.E. Chamberlain, 
P. Cherrington, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, 
W.O. Jones, D.P. Milner, C. Schofield.

In the Chair:

Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton
In attendance:
Glenys Davies, Facilities Manager
                                                                 Two members of the public 
104.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from:

Councillor F.D. Aldridge – family commitments.  Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull – previous engagement.   Councillor J.G. Jones – illness.  Councillor V. Hunt – previous engagement.   Councillor S. Rainey – previous engagement.  Councillor Mrs. V. Schofield – previous engagement.

RESOLVED the apologies be accepted.
105.
PUBLIC SESSION
Two members of the public were in attendance and asked the Council what extra provision for allotments can be delivered in the town. An assurance was provided that the Council was doing its utmost to liaise with Shropshire Council in seeking out appropriate land for additional facilities.
106.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS

Declarations were invited in respect of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

Councillor M. Bennett declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 20, Meals on Wheels Service, as a member of Shropshire Council that commissions the service.

Councillor W. Benyon declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 20, Meals on Wheels Service, as a member of Shropshire Council that commissions the service.

Councillor W. O. Jones declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 11, Oswestry Boy’s High School – Honours Board, as a past pupil.

107.
OSWESTRY ROTARY CLUB

Hazel Yates from the Oswestry Rotary Club attended to thank the Council for its support for “Focus on the Crocus” and presented a certificate for the planting of the crocus bulbs in the Cae Glas Park to recognise and endorse Rotary’s achievement in the fight to eradicate polio.
108.
MINUTES

Minutes of a meeting held on 24th November 2010 AC/05/10 were confirmed and signed.
109.
“THE DANCE OF LIFE”


At the meeting of the Amenities Committee on the 24th November 2010, AC/05/10 – 100, the Council received representations from two local residents asking the Council to liaise with the Trust at the Orthopaedic Hospital regarding the mural painting by Mildred E. Eldridge, “The Dance of Life”.

A response had now been received from the hospital through its Chief Executive.
RESOLVED to note the response and to forward a copy to the two local residents who initiated the request. 
110.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE TO DATE
Report from the Finance Officer in the form of an analysis of actual income and expenditure dated the 17th January 2011.
RESOLVED TC/2196/11 be adopted.
111.
ANALYSIS OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS FOR CHRISTMAS MUSIC LIVE 2010

Report from the Finance Officer in the form of a receipts and payments analysis for Christmas Music Live 2010.
RESOLVED TC/2201/11 be adopted and to note that the evening provided vitality and excitement to the town centre providing valid reasons why people should visit Oswestry. Congratulations were expressed to the staff involved in arranging the event and in particular the manual staff of the Council.
112.
ARCHIVES
Quarterly report from Sara Downs on behalf of Shropshire Archives for the period October to December 2010.

RESOLVED to note the report and the fact that Councillors requested a tour of the Guildhall to include the recent refurbished Archives. 
113.
OSWESTRY BOY’S HIGH SCHOOL – HONOURS BOARD

A request was received from Councillor M. Bennett for the Council to consider receiving the former Honours Board from the old Oswestry Boy’s High School and the potential removal too, and installation in, the Guildhall.

Following discussion it was RESOLVED to mount the boards in the foyer of the Guildhall.
114.
OSWESTRY HERITAGE FORUM


A report on a meeting of the Steering Group held on the 29th November 2010 was discussed.

It was RESOLVED to endorse the principle in welcoming the concept of a museum and to keep a watching brief. 

115.
OSWESTRY WAR MEMORIAL


Report from the Facilities Manager following discussions with the War Memorials Trust and discussions with various contractors looking at both treatments and costs to remove staining from the War Memorial.


After discussion it was RESOLVED to adopt TC/2202/11 and to wait for the results of the tests being carried out by a certain company before any decision is made.
116.
OSWESTRY GATACRE ALLOTMENTS

A report from the Facilities Manager on Allotment charges for 2011/12   with comparisons from both local and national sources was discussed.
The report from the Town Clerk on the estimates for 2011/12 also suggested that the Council review its allotments portfolio in terms of rental, management, availability, etc. acknowledging the significant waiting list that now applies for allotment gardens.

After discussion it was RESOLVED to adopt TC/2199/11.  It was further RESOLVED:
· To increase the allotment charge for 2011/12 from £12 to £15.00 and to review annually;

· The Gatacre Allotment Management Committee to review the terms of rental and management of the site;

· To ask the Town Clerk to report on the use of Brogyntyn Park or any possible land that could be used for allotments;
· Following the report to set up a Task and Finish Group to look at the processes and costs of acquiring additional land in the future.

117.
OSWESTRY GUILDHALL – ROOM HIRE


Report from the Facilities Manager on room hire at the Guildhall together with consideration of a marketing strategy.


After discussion it was RESOLVED to adopt TC/2198/11 and:
· To accept the current charges;

· To investigate the possible use of the Council Chamber as a wedding venue.

118.
CAE GLAS PARK – MAINTENANCE

Update report from the Facilities Manager on meetings as held with Fastrack Grounds Maintenance  

It was RESOLVED to note CGP/147/11 and to accept the quote of £1,090 from Clive Humphreys, Plant Hire & Surfacing Contractor, Crickheath, to repair the footpath in the Silent Garden.
119.
OSWESTRY VISITOR & EXHIBITION CENTRE

Report on meetings between the Facilities Manager and members of staff from Oswestry Borderland Tourism on 2nd December 2010 and 11th January 2011.

It was RESOLVED to note HC/69/11.
An inventory from the Town Clerk was requested on the artefacts currently held at the Visitor Centre for a future Amenities meeting.
120.
OSWESTRY CEMETERY 


Report from the Facilities Manager on meetings with members of staff held on various dates during November and December 2010, and January 2011.

It was RESOLVED to note TC/2200/11 and it was agreed;
· To accept the adjusted total cost of grave shoring equipment, £2,313.75 from Graveshore, Harlow, Essex;
· To accept the memorial repairs, total cost £27,000, to be carried out by M.A. & A. Hughes, Monumental Masons, Welshpool.
121.
GIFT POLICY


A draft Policy was complied by the Facilities Manager to be considered on donations for the purpose of planting trees, shrubs and installing benches within Oswestry Cemetery, Cae Glas Park and Brogyntyn Park to memorialise a departed family member or friend or to commemorate a special date.


After discussion it was RESOLVED to accept the Policy in principle but to:
· Remove paragraph 3 and specify Brogyntyn when referring to the watering of trees;
· Final agreement of this Policy  to be sanctioned by the Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Chair of Amenities and Vice Chair of Amenities following these changes.

122.
MEALS ON WHEELS SERVICE


Letter from the Parish Clerk, Selattyn and Gobowen Parish Council, expressing the concerns of the Parish Council about the decline in the number of people using the meals on wheels service.


After discussion it was:
RESOLVED to invite the Regional WRVS Meals on Wheels Organiser and a representative from Shropshire Council to attend a future meeting to talk to the Council about the service.
123.
THE QUEEN ELIZABETH II FIELDS CHALLENGE


Letter from the Chief Executive, Fields in Trust, was discussed and in summary the aim of the Challenge is for any Council, large or small, to nominate a recreational site to be included in the programme.  Access to improvement funds may also be available.


After discussion it was RESOLVED to request further information with a view to nominating Brogyntyn Park for the project
124.
CAE GLAS PARK PLAY EQUIPMENT


Report from the Facilities Manager on possible funding from Shropshire Council for improvements to the play equipment in Cae Glas Park. In summary that report indicated a potential £35,000 that may be available from Section 106 development funds in respect of Lakeholme and other local build.

After discussion it was RESOLVED to adopt TC/2204/11 and to set up a Task and Finish Group for the project.   Members of the Group to comprise of:
The Mayor - Councillor Mrs. E. Channon.   Councillors Mrs. C. Hawksley, M. Bennett, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton and C. Schofield.
125.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
In view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was RESOLVED that the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting.
Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton

Chairman
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