FGP/04/10
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes on a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 25th October 2010 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber, the Guildhall, Oswestry.
PRESENT:
The Mayor Councillor Mrs. E. Channon, Councillors M. Bennett, W. Benyon, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, J.G. Jones, 
W.O. Jones, D.P. Milner, S. Rainey, C. Schofield, Mrs. V. Schofield.
In the Chair: 
Councillor J.G. Jones

(Chairman)

In attendance:  
David Preston, Town Clerk

52.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor F.D. Aldridge – family commitment, Councillor Mrs. M. Benyon – holiday, Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton – holiday, Councillor P. Cherrington – family illness.

RESOLVED the above apologies be accepted.
53.
PUBLIC SESSION

RESOLVED to note that no members of the public were in attendance to ask questions.

54.
WELCOME


On behalf of the Council the Mayor extended a welcome to Councillor Paul Milner following his recent election to Castle Ward of the Town Council.
55.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001 were invited.
Councillor Mrs. E. Channon declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 7 – Introduction to West Mercia Police Authority – as a family member is employed by the Authority.

Councillor W.O. Jones declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 13 –Honorary Freeman – on the basis of being an Honorary Freeman granted by the former Oswestry Borough Council.
56.
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN


It was noted that Councillor J.R. Evans had resigned from the Council and therefore a vacancy existed for a Vice Chairman for the Finance & General Purposes Committee.


After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Mrs. E. Channon, seconded by Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain and unanimously RESOLVED that Councillor M. Bennett be elected Vice Chairman for the remainder of the year.
57.
MINUTES


Minutes of a meeting held on 6th September 2010, FGP/03/10, were confirmed and signed.

58.
NOTICE OF MOTION

Notice of Motion in the name of Councillor Peter Cherrington.

“That Oswestry Town Council, acknowledging the ongoing debate about health services in Shropshire, seek to secure a position of influence within our local hospital, namely the Robert Jones & Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital.  This to replicate the association that Oswestry Borough Council enjoyed with the hospital and to ensure that, as the authority representing the largest population base adjacent to the hospital, local concerns and scrutiny can be inputted.”


In the absence of the Councillor no discussion took place.

59.
INTRODUCTION TO WEST MERCIA POLICE AUTHORITY

Further to representations made by the Finance & General Purposes Committee a response had been received from the Chairman of the Police Authority providing information as requested.

In addition a letter was also provided as sent from the Chairman of West Mercia Police Authority to the Home Secretary.

RESOLVED to note and endorse the correspondence as received.

60.
MONEY MARKET ANALYSIS
RESOLVED to adopt a report from the Finance Officer on Money Market Interest – TC/2155/10.

61.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE


RESOLVED to adopt a report from the Finance Officer in the form of an Analysis of Actual Income and Expenditure estimated to the 11th October 2010 – TC/2156/10.
62.
LARGER MARKET TOWN REFERENCE GROUP MEETING


Report on a meeting of the Larger Market Town Reference Group arranged by the Chief Executive of Shropshire Council as held on the 28th September 2010 at the Shirehall, Shrewsbury.


RESOLVED report TC/2142/10 be noted.

63.
LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND INVESTMENT WORKSHOP WITH TOWN AND PARISH COUNCILS


For information Shropshire Council have provided workshop notes of the event held on the 20th September 2010.  The notes were comprehensive and covered each of the market towns that were invited.


RESOLVED the information be noted.


It was further RESOLVED that in acknowledging the summary of the meeting that employment and job creation remain at the top of the Oswestry Town Council agenda of priorities.

64.
ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS – ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & CONFERENCE 


Invitation from ALC, Serving Local Councils in Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin, to appoint delegates to attend the Annual General Meeting & Conference on Saturday 6th November 2010 at Shirehall.  Delegate fee being £16 per person.


RESOLVED Councillors M. Bennett, D.P. Milner and W.O. Jones attend together with the Town Clerk.
65.
HONORARY FREEMAN
Report from the Town Clerk on a possible local scheme to appoint Honorary Freeman.

After discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To adopt report TC/2161/10 in principle.
· To normally undertake presentations only once in a five year term but at the end of each Council term.
· The protocol, as suggested by the Town Clerk, to be adopted in principle but the Town Clerk to be invited to flesh out with additions.
· Funding to be ascertained by the Town Clerk in terms of alternatives for presentations.
66.
RISK MANAGEMENT
Report from the Facilities Manager on Risk Management issues relating to the Town Council.


RESOLVED report TC/2160/10 be adopted.


It was further RESOLVED that the position of Risk Champion be offered to Councillor Mrs. V. Schofield.

67.
LOCAL COUNCILS – BANKING CHARGES


Information from the Local Government Minister in terms of financial changes to banking methods.

RESOLVED the information be noted as received and the Town Clerk to be instructed to keep a watching brief on the matter through the Society of Local Council Clerks.  In addition the RFO, at an appropriate time, to be invited to provide his thoughts as to the change and the scrutiny checks that will need to be inbuilt as far as the Town Council is concerned.
68.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
In view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was RESOLVED that the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting and be asked to withdraw.
Councillor J.G. Jones
Chairman
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