DPC/10/10
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes on a meeting of the Development and Planning Committee held on Monday 20th December 2010 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. E. Channon,
Councillors Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, M. Bennett, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, P. Cherrington, Miss B.Y. Gull, 
R. Hoseason, V. Hunt, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones, 
S. Rainey, C. Schofield, Mrs. V. Schofield.
In the Chair:
Councillor P. Cherrington 

Vice Chairman
In attendance:
David Preston, Town Clerk

61.
PUBLIC SESSION
No members of the public were in attendance to ask questions.
62.
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from:

Councillor Mrs. M. E. Chamberlain (Chairman) – access difficulties due to weather conditions. Councillor D.P. Milner – illness.  Councillor F.D. Aldridge – holiday.  Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley – family commitments.  
RESOLVED the apologies be accepted.

63.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Declarations were invited in respect of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
Declarations of interest were recorded from:
Councillor M. Bennett – personal interest all planning applications due to being a member of the Northern Area Strategic Planning Committee.
Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull, Councillor Mrs. E. Channon and Councillor R. Hoseason – Agenda Item 13 – St. David’s Church Yard, Welsh Walls, Oswestry, as members of the St. Oswald’s congregation.

Councillor M. Bennett, Councillor R. Hoseason, Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton and the Town Clerk – Planning application 10/04963 – The Caxton Surgery, Oswald Road, Oswestry, as patients at Caxton Surgery.
64.
MINUTES
Minutes of meetings held on 24th November 2010, DPC/09/10 were confirmed and signed.

65.
BUS SHELTERS

A further letter had been received from the Senior Public Transport Officer, Shropshire Council, providing an update on progress since decisions made by the Council.
In summary, the Shropshire Council Conservation Team had been consulted over two styles of shelter and the preferred option were shelters from the Queensbury Arun range.  With regard to the bus shelter at Willow Street, then the preferred option still of Shropshire Council was for refurbishment and adaptation of the existing shelter with an additional two bay length to accommodate the requests from the Council.
After discussion it was RESOLVED to accept the designs from the range as suggested but to insist that a new shelter is provided outside the Post Office, Willow Street, and not a refurbishment.  The new shelters ideally to be in black to mirror other fixtures within the Conservation Area.
66.
SECTION S106 AGREEMENTS

Following previous discussions of the Development & Planning Committee, the Head of Strategy and Policy, Shropshire Council, had responded providing information on commuted sums that were transferred from the former Oswestry Borough Council to Shropshire Council.
After consideration it was RESOLVED to suggest that this is not the full list provided and that other funds for open space and play areas exist and therefore an update to be requested from Shropshire Council and, in particular,  funding apportioned to the Lakeholme development, Welsh Walls.
It was further RESOLVED to query why the Sainsbury sum remains outstanding as this reflects a land deal between the Town and Borough Councils.
67.
STREET LIGHTING CATEGORIES 4 & 5

Following previous discussions V&W Electrics Limited, the contractor engaged by Oswestry Town Council, had confirmed that there are now 35 lights in the 4 & 5 Category status.  The budget cost to undertake the repairs/replacements is £5,800.  This was acknowledged to be within the budget allocation for 2010/11.  The Development & Planning Committee was therefore asked to confirm that all the remaining Category 4&5 lights now be repaired/replaced.

RESOLVED to confirm that the works now proceed within the budget figure as outlined and that the Facilities Manager be asked to provide an update on Category 3 lights for a future meeting.
68.
TRAFFIC LIGHTS – UPPER BROOK STREET/MORDA ROAD

Following the meeting held on the 25th November 2010, confirmation e-mail received from Jason Hughes, Principal Traffic Signals & Street Lighting Engineer, Shropshire Council, confirming that changes had been made to the signal times and further improvements were being investigated.

RESOLVED to acknowledge the works carried out to date and the initial improvements brought about.  However, the situation to continue to be monitored.
It was further RESOLVED to recommend that a directional arrow light for the right hand turn into Church Street should be provided from Lower Brook Street as a priority.
69.
PROPOSED INSTALLATION OF A ZEBRA CROSSING ON CASTLE 

STREET, OSWESTRY


Letter from the Team Leader, Asset Management, Shropshire Council, provided details of the intention to provide a zebra crossing on Castle, Street, Oswestry.  Comments were invited by 24th December 2010.


RESOLVED:
· To welcome the investment as proposed.
· To suggest safety barriers are provided to avoid step outs.
· To clarify if, in terms of pedestrian safety, the location is the best in terms of visibility and in dealing with approaching speed.
· To clarify if a high friction surface will be provided on both sides of the crossing.
70.
SHROPSHIRE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK – STATEMENT OF SPD MATTERS AND DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY


RESOLVED to invite Brian Smith, former Head of Development, Oswestry Borough Council, to facilitate a Seminar for the Development & Planning Committee to consider and respond to the document involving all Members.  The formal response to be agreed as a result of that Seminar.
71.
GOVERNMENT OFFICE FOR THE WEST MIDLANDS – THE SMITHFIELD LIVESTOCK MARKET, OSWESTRY


Copy letter from the Secretary of State to Shropshire Council regarding the request for the call-in of the decision in respect of the Livestock Market.  The letter recorded:

 “Having carefully considered these and other relevant 

planning issues raised by this proposal, the Secretary 

of State has concluded that his intervention would not be justified.  The Secretary of State is satisfied that the issues raised would not be more appropriately decided by him rather than the local planning authority.  He has therefore concluded that the application should be decided by Shropshire Council.”

RESOLVED the information be noted.
72.
ST DAVID’S CHURCH YARD, WELSH WALLS, OSWESTRY


Letter from Shropshire Council in terms of an update regarding the proposal for conversion of part of the church yard to provide eleven car parking spaces and alterations to existing vehicular access.


The letter detailed the planning history of the site from 1987 to August 2010.


RESOLVED the helpful, as provided, be noted.
73.
STREET TRADING – DELEGATION OF POWERS TO TOWN COUNCILS


For information, copy report as considered by Shropshire Council on street trading and delegation to Town Councils.


In addition the Town Clerk provided an update on discussions with Shropshire Council concerning which Town Council, within the county, had expressed an interest in having this service devolved to them.  The few expressions of interest had centred around strengthening market rights and control of land that is currently outside of the remit of that Town Council.


After careful consideration it was RESOLVED:
· To note the update from the Town Clerk and also the report as provided by Shropshire Council and to maintain a watching brief.
74.
PLANNING APPLICATION 10/04601/FUL


Response from the Assistant Planning Officer, Shropshire Council, following comments raised by the Town Council in relation to the Planning Application at 3 Monkmoor Close, Oswestry.

After discussion it was RESOLVED that no further observations are be expressed.
75.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS


Consideration of a Schedule of Planning Applications PA/122/10 - Updated.


After discussion it was RESOLVED the below observations be expressed:

a) 10/04963/FUL – The Caxton Surgery, Oswald Road, Oswestry

No observations are expressed.
b) 10/04760/FUL – St Oswald’s RC Primary School, Upper Brook Street, Oswestry
No observations are made regarding the basis of the application but it is suggested that the build should be permanent.

c) 10/05264/FUL – 5 Ardmillan Court, Oswestry
No observations are expressed other than to seek confirmation that sufficient amenity land will remain to service the dwelling.

d) 10/05313/FUL – Anelog, Weston Lane, Oswestry 
No observations are expressed.

76.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
In view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was RESOLVED that the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting.
Councillor P. Cherrington
Vice Chairman
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