                                AC/04/10
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes on a meeting of the Amenities Committee held on Wednesday 13th October 2010 in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT: 
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. E. Channon,
Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, M. Bennett, Mrs M.E. Chamberlain, 
P. Cherrington, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, 
R. Hoseason, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones, C. Schofield and Mrs. V. Schofield

In the Chair:
           Councillor C. Schofield

In attendance:
David Preston, Town Clerk


Glenys Davies, Facilities Manager
49.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from:

Councillor Mrs. A. H. Bickerton – holiday.  Councillor S. Rainey – previous engagement.  Councillor D.P. Milner – holiday.
RESOLVED the apologies be accepted.
50.
PUBLIC SESSION
No members of the public were in attendance to ask questions.
51.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS

Declarations were invited in respect of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 11b. Oswestry Visitor and Exhibition Centre as the Council’s representative on the Borderland Tourism Association.

Councillor Mrs M.E. Chamberlain declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 11b. Oswestry Visitor and Exhibition Centre as the Council’s representative on the Borderland Tourism Association.

Councillor Mrs V. Schofield declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 11b. Oswestry Visitor and Exhibition Centre as a member of Borderland Tourism Association.

Councillor C. Schofield declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 11b. Oswestry Visitor and Exhibition Centre as his wife is a member of Borderland Tourism Association.

52. 
PLAY/LANDSCAPING – EASTERN OSWESTRY


Shaun Burkey, Conservation and Community Officer, Shropshire Council, had been invited to attend to discuss the play/landscaping schemes within four sites in Eastern Oswestry, namely Unicorn Road, Henley Close, Broadlands Way and Holly Green. Unfortunately he had not received the plans prior to the meeting so was unable to attend.
53.
ACTIVE OSWESTRY

No information was available at this time from Shropshire Council on the Active Oswestry project that is being run as a pilot by Shropshire Council.  A representative will attend a future meeting.
54.
MINUTES

Minutes of a meeting held on the 21st July 2010 AC/03/10 were confirmed and signed.
55.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE TO DATE
Report from the Finance Officer in the form of an analysis of actual income and expenditure to 4th October 2010.

RESOLVED to note TC/2144/10 and to pursue the outstanding debts from the 2009/10 Hanging Basket Scheme.
56.
HERITAGE OPEN DAY – OSWESTRY AND BEYOND


Report from the Facilities Manager on the Heritage Open Day Events held between the 9th and 12th September 2010.


RESOLVED to note TC/2143/10 and to:

· Thank all at the Town Council for helping in the Guildhall event within the Open Day.
· To acknowledge that Shropshire Council’s Heritage Forum Group are investigating the possibility of a museum for Oswestry.
57.
CAE GLAS PARK – MAINTENANCE


Report CGP/145/10 from the Facilities Manager on meetings held with Fastrack Grounds Maintenance on 5th, 17th August and 9th, 30th September 2010.


Following discussion it was RESOLVED;
· The Facilities Manager and Park Contractor to investigate permanent, low maintenance planting for the beds.  Locations and ideas with options and costs to be looked at with an early report back.
· That the Church Street beds continue to be planted with bedding plants.
· The Facilities Manager to look at the Council’s waste policy for all services and provide a detailed report for an early meeting.
58.
OSWESTRY VISITOR & EXHIBITION CENTRE

a) Report on meetings between Facilities Manager and Exhibitions Co-ordinator as held on 16th July and 27th September 2010.

RESOLVED to note HC/66/10.

b) Report on meetings between Facilities Manager and Oswestry Borderland Tourism as held between July and September 2010.

RESOLVED to note HC/67/10.

59.
CHRISTMAS DECORATIVE LIGHTING


Update Report from the Town Clerk following a meeting between the Town Clerk and the Street Scene Manager (North West), Shropshire Council, looking towards the handover of Christmas decorative lighting.



RESOLVED to note report TC/2141/10 and it was agreed:
· In future for reports on this service to be brought to the Amenities Committee.
· To replace the broken lights for the front of the Guildhall at a cost of £1,600.
60.
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION – FLAGPOLE


Report from the Town Clerk following a meeting with representatives of the Oswestry Branch Royal British Legion following their initial request to the Council to site a temporary facility for a flagpole in Cae Glas Park.



RESOLVED to note report TC/2140/10 and to investigate the issues, planning permission and costs involved in mounting a flag pole on the Guildhall.

Councillor M. Bennett arrived at this point in discussions.
61.
FLORAL DECORATION CONTRACT


Report from the Facilities Manager updating the Committee on the provision of the 2010 Floral Decoration Contract.



RESOLVED to note report TC/2118/10.


The Council agreed to the letting of the 2011 Floral Decoration Contract to Mr Peter Cartwright, Greenhills Nursery on a probationary basis. If both parties are happy with the 2011 contract then the possible awarding of a three year contract to be considered.   The contract price to be as 2010 with Annual Retail Price Index increases only.
62.
BAILEY HEAD CHRISTMAS TREE


Report from the Facilities Manager on the costs of providing a Christmas tree on the Bailey Head to enhance the market area for 2010 and also to provide a backdrop for Christmas Music Live.



RESOLVED to note report TC/2138/10 and to agree to the £1,026.32 set up costs.
63.
SHROPSHIRE OLYMPIAN FESTIVAL (1864)


Letter from the Festival’s Development Officer at Shropshire Council.

RESOLVED to note information.
64.
OSWESTRY CASTLE – SECTION 17 MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT


The Town Clerk and the Facilities Manager have been in discussions with English Heritage over a potential Management Agreement for the above scheduled monument.  This to cover the cost of repairs as previously considered by the Council.


In summary, English Heritage are offering £2,938 to cover the repair costs as specified in the quotation preferred by the Council from P&W Maintenance Contracting Limited.

RESOLVED to agree to the Management Agreement.
65.
A5 MILE END ROUNDABOUT


Following concerns expressed by several members of the Town Council the Highways Agency have been asked to explain the maintenance schedule for the roundabout and also whether there would be any interest in possibly devolving that maintenance, together with a suitable budget, to a third party to carry out the work.

After discussion it was RESOLVED to:

·  note the possibility of a sponsorship arrangement for maintaining the roundabout and for the Town Council to participate in a facilitating role.
66.
LOCAL DEMOCRACY WEEK


Report from the Town Clerk on arrangements for Local Democracy Week.



RESOLVED to note report TC/2153/10
· To extend the invitation to visit the Guildhall to other groups and not just confined to schools.

· Consider the possibility of a market stall for Councillors to promote the Council on market days.

· To sustain impact and involvement made with local councils as a priority.

· As a wider debate to examine how the Council engages with the general public.

67.
OSWESTRY YOUTH COUNCIL


To receive a Report from the Facilities Manager on progress in setting up Oswestry Youth Council.



RESOLVED to note report TC/2151/10 and to involve Councillor Vince Hunt in his capacity as Shropshire Council’s Children Champion in the Youth Council.
68.
OSWESTRY CHRISTMAS MUSIC LIVE


To receive a Report from the Retail Markets & Events Manager on initial arrangements for the event on Friday 3rd December 2010.



RESOLVED to note report TC/2152/10.

69.
OSWESTRY IN BLOOM COMMITTEE


Reports on meetings of the Oswestry in Bloom Committee held on 15th June, 1st July, 7th July, and 15th July 2010.


RESOLVED to adopt OIB/5/10, OIB/6/10, OIB/7/10 and OIB/8/10, with grateful thanks to the In Bloom Committee.
70.
GUILDHALL LIFT SERVICE CONTRACT


Report from the Facilities Manager providing information on the proposed change to the Guildhall Lift Service Contract.



RESOLVED to note report TC/2121/10, details on change of contract and new cost.
71.
PUBLIC CONVENIENCES IN SHROPSHIRE


Letter from the Head of Environmental Services, Shropshire Council, following up the consultation exercise undertaken with Town and Parish Councils some time ago regarding thoughts, attitudes and options from Town and Parish Councils, regarding Public Convenience delivery within the county.

After discussion it was RESOLVED to:

·  note the information but to write to Shropshire Council for further clarity and as part of the consideration to invite a perspective on what compensatory service may be available to offset costs.
72.
OSWESTRY GATACRE GARDENS AND ALLOTMENTS ASSOCIATION


Report from the Facilities Manager on meetings as held on the 20th July and 26th August 2010.


RESOLVED to adopt GA/8/10 and to:
· Confirm that when the Association enter a garden in future in Shrewsbury Flower Show the Council will cover the cost of up to £150, with appropriate receipts provided for audit purposes. If the Association are successful and win more than £150 at the Show then the grant will be reimbursed.
· To review the provision of a disabled toilet for next season on the basis of the lack of commitment currently evident.
73.
TOWN COUNCIL FLORAL AWARD


Report from the Facilities Manager on the awards for 2010.

RESOLVED to note the report.
74.
STREET LIGHTING


Letter from the Head of Technical Services, Shropshire Council.  The letter suggests that Shropshire Council’s intention is now to progress to variable lighting level with lighting to be switched off at midnight and on again at 6.00 am, generating financial savings of up to 35% in line with the Carbon Management Plan.

After discussion it was RESOLVED to note the information and to:

· Meet with Shropshire Council for clarity and cohesion on the service between the two councils in reducing carbon footprint and achieving financial savings.
· Highlight the necessity for key pedestrian routes to remain lit beyond midnight.

· Ensure that the town’s CCTV will still be effective.
75.
OSWESTRY CEMETERY 


For information Report on meetings between Cemetery Staff and the Facilities Manager held during July, August and September 2010.


RESOLVED to note report TC/2135/10 and to:
· Agree for the Cemetery Task and Finish Group to investigate the proposed memorial repairs and alternative safety measures.
· Note that the LDF makes provision for land for burial.
· Note that the Cemetery burial records continue to be electronically inputted and are hoping to be completed by 31st December 2010 following the extended contract agreed with Mr R Strange.
76.
WATER EFFICIENCY WORKSHOP


An Invitation was received from Severn Trent Water, the Environment Agency and Shropshire Council, to attend a Water Efficiency Workshop on 20th October 2010 at The Lantern, Shrewsbury.  The aim is to encourage communities across Shropshire to take responsibility for water efficiency awareness and encourage everyone to think about their water use.  The training session is aimed at individuals, organisations and community groups who can help spread the message through their community.

After discussion it was RESOLVED to note that Councillor C. Schofield and Councillor Mrs. V. Schofield will attend the training session.
77.
ARCHIVES


Quarterly Archives Report for the period June to September 2010 from the Acting Town Archivist.

RESOLVED report be noted.
78.
OSWESTRY TEAM TENNIS


Report from the Facilities Manager on a liaison meeting between Oswestry Town Council and Oswestry Team Tennis on 6th October 2010.


RESOLVED report TC/2154/10 be noted and for the Mayor or Deputy Mayor to present the prizes at the Awards Evening to be held on 22nd November 2010 at Oswestry Cricket Club.
79.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

In view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was RESOLVED that the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting.
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