MCP/08/11
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Markets and Car Parks Committee held on Wednesday 13th April 2011 at 7.00 pm in The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT: 

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. E. Channon
Councillors M. Bennett, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, 
Mrs M.E. Chamberlain, P. Cherrington, 
Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley,  R. Hoseason, W.O. Jones, J.G. Jones, D.P. Milner, 
S. Rainey, C. Schofield and Mrs. V. Schofield
In the Chair:  

Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull
Also in attendance:
D.J Preston, Town Clerk and D. Clough, Retail Markets and Events Manager

144.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from:

Councillor F.D. Aldridge - family commitments, Councillor Mrs. M. Benyon - family commitments, Councillor W. Benyon - family commitments, Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley – holiday, Councillor V. Hunt – holiday.
RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.

145.
PUBLIC SESSION
RESOLVED to note that no members of the public attended to question the Council on local issues, etc. in accordance with normal policy.

146.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTEREST

Declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001 were invited.

RESOLVED to note:

Councillor S. Rainey declared prejudicial interests in Agenda Item 6 – Wednesday Market, Agenda Item 7 – Saturday Market, Agenda Item 8 – Farmers’ Market, Agenda Item 13 - Oswestry Markets and Events. 

All the above on the basis of being a market trader, Chairman of Oswestry & District Civic Society and a member of the Oswestry Coalition.

Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton declared prejudicial interests in Agenda Item 6 – Wednesday Market, Agenda Item 7 – Saturday Market, Agenda Item 8 – Farmers’ Market Update, Agenda Item 13 - Oswestry Markets and Events.  All of the above on the basis of being married to an Oswestry  market trader.

147.
MINUTES
Minutes of the meeting held on the 23rd February, 2011, MCP/07/11, were confirmed and signed.
148.
WEDNESDAY MARKET

Report from the Finance Officer on the Wednesday Market income and trader numbers to 28th February 2011.

RESOLVED report TC/2236/11 be noted.
149.
SATURDAY MARKET
Report from the Finance Officer on the Saturday Market income and trader numbers to 28th February 2011.

RESOLVED report TC/2237/11 be noted.
150.
FARMERS’ MARKET
Report from the Finance Officer on the Farmers’ market income and trader numbers to 28th February 2011.

RESOLVED report TC/2238/11 be noted.
151.
CAR PARKING INCOME ANALYSIS
Report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis on car parking income and tickets issued to 28th February 2011.
RESOLVED that report TC/2239/11 be noted.

The Town Clerk confirmed that meetings with Shropshire Council had taken place involving the Chairman of Markets and Car Parks Committee and the Vice Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee over the potential to accept both on street and off street management of their car parking facilities. It was now established that reversing the decriminalised regime of Shropshire Council would be difficult and therefore on street supervision was no longer an option. Shropshire Council had now offered to provide valuations for freehold acquisition of Oswald Road and Festival Square car parks by the Town Council and these were awaited. In addition the Town Council was invited to submit a design for short stay car parking on the Bailey Head on non market days looking at Town Council management.
RESOLVED the update be noted and approval be given to incur cost in providing design layout for car parking at the Bailey Head.
152.
CAR PARK TICKET ANALYSIS
Report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis of tickets issued on the Council’s car parks to 28th February 2011.
RESOLVED report TC/2240/11 be noted.

153.  
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

Report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis of actual income and expenditure on market activities to 31st March 2011.
RESOLVED the report TC/2241/11 be confirmed.

154.
MARKET THROUGHPUT

Report from the Finance Officer on the Market Throughput January to March 2011.

RESOLVED that report TC/2242/11 be noted.
155.
OSWESTRY MARKETS AND EVENTS - UPDATE
Update report from the Retail Markets & Events Manager on current market issues.  

After considerable discussion it was RESOLVED
· To note Report TC/2243/11;
· To note that as per the Budget decision the Council had increased all market rents from 1 April by 3%. Recognising trading difficulties and trader opinions as expressed the Council to take comparisons from other market operators both county wide and nationally looking towards introducing incentive schemes and winter trading rates for the 
Outdoor Market. A report to be presented to the next Markets and Car Parks Committee.
· To agree the recommended Radio Campaign  over six months for a total of £1950;
· To trial the suggested Friday car boot events in May and June and feedback to the Council.
156.
WASTE MANAGEMENT SCHEME

Report from the Facilities Manager on a Waste Management Scheme for the Town Council’s recycling systems.

RESOLVED that report TC/2244/11 be agreed in principle but to investigate further into other local suppliers of waste management and to invite additional tender applications. 

It was further RESOLVED to note the end of the current Cae Glas Park maintenance contract in 2012 and therefore look to a medium term wider scheme to link to park green waste from the new contract to build up an economy from all Town Council sites. 
157.
WHITTINGTON CASTLE – CAR BOOT SALES


Request from the Castle Manager for a further series of car boot sales at the Castle from April – September 2011.  This involves seven sales on a monthly basis.  The sales will exclude trade stands and the money raised will help the charity to maintain the Castle for the future.


RESOLVED to agree to the proposed dates providing the normal restrictions are adhered.
158.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
It was RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting and they be asked to withdraw.
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