MCP/04/10

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Markets and Car Parks Committee held on Wednesday 8th September 2010 at 7.00 pm in The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
Councillors Miss B.Y. Gull, J.G. Jones, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, S. Rainey, Mrs. V. Schofield, Mrs M.E. Chamberlain, J.R. Evans, C. Schofield, Mrs. M. Benyon, B. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, W.O. Jones.
In the Chair:  

Miss B.Y. Gull
Also in attendance:
Mr. D. Preston, Town Clerk

Mr. D. Clough, Retail Markets and Events Manager

One member of the public.


WELCOME



The Chairman formally welcomed Councillor S. Rainey to his first meeting as an Elected Member for the Castle Ward of Oswestry Town Council.
52.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from: 

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. E. Channon – holiday,  Councillor P. Cherrington – family illness, Councillor F.D. Aldridge – family commitments, Councillor M. Bennett – alternative meeting.
RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.

53.
PUBLIC SESSION
RESOLVED to note that one member of the public was in attendance to question the Council on local issues, etc. in accordance with normal policy.

54.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTEREST

Declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001 were invited.

RESOLVED to note that Councillor S. Rainey declared prejudicial interests in Agenda Item 6 – Wednesday Market, Agenda Item 7 – Saturday Market, Agenda Item13 – Oswestry Markets and Events - Update, Agenda Item 14 – Oswestry Shopping Survey: A Report from the Oswestry Coalition, and Agenda Item 17 – Oswestry Markets – Business Plan, on the basis of being a market trader, Chairman of Oswestry & District Civic Society and a member of the Oswestry Coalition.
55.
MINUTES
Minutes of the meeting held on 7th July 2010, MCP/03/10, were confirmed and signed.
56.
WEDNESDAY MARKET

Report from the Finance Officer on the Wednesday Market income and trader numbers to 31st July 2010.

RESOLVED the report TC/2124/10 be confirmed.
57.
SATURDAY MARKET
Report from the Finance Officer on the Saturday Market income and trader numbers to 31st July 2010.

RESOLVED the report TC/2125/10 be confirmed.
58.
FARMERS’ MARKET
Report from the Finance Officer on the Farmers’ Market income and trader numbers to 31st July 2010.

RESOLVED the report TC/2126/10 be confirmed.
59.
CAR PARKING INCOME
Report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis on car parking income and tickets issued to 31st July 2010. 

RESOLVED:

· To invite Severn Trent to the next meeting of the Council to give a progress report on works in Victoria Road and the town centre and to discuss arrangements for the Christmas period to ensure that the town can function as best as possible in terms of both tourism and economic benefits.

· To reiterate concerns to Shropshire Council about on-street parking in Smithfield Road adjacent to Marks & Spencer and to seek an update from Shropshire Council on progress. 
· To approach Shropshire Council expressing concern at junction parking that is impeding traffic flows within the town centre as a result of the Severn Trent works.

· To reiterate the need for a total review of car parking charges to ensure that the designation as short-stay facilities is met.
· To note the VAT implications as presented by the RFO in respect of rises to be implemented from January 2011.
It was further RESOLVED that report TC/2127/10 be confirmed with the above additions.
60.
CAR PARK TICKET ANALYSIS
Report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis of tickets issued on the Council’s car parks to 31st July 2010.

RESOLVED the report TC/2128/10 confirmed.

61.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

Report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis of actual income and expenditure on market activities to 16th August 2010.

RESOLVED to note that the invoice recently paid to DLA Piper Solicitor in respect of an amount of £26,980.95 will be included in the next analysis recognising the legal challenges to the Council regarding proposed supermarket development on the Central Car Park.
RESOLVED the report TC/2129/10 be confirmed.

62.
SMITHFIELD THROUGHPUT
Reports from the Finance Officer on Smithfield Throughputs:

July to September 2009 

TC/2130/10

October to December 2009
TC/2131/10

January to March 2010

TC/2132/10

April to June 2010


TC/2133/10
RESOLVED the above reports be adopted.
63.
OSWESTRY MARKETS AND EVENTS - UPDATE
At this point Councillor S. Rainey declared a prejudicial interest, left the room, taking no part in discussion or voting.
The report from the Retail Markets & Events Manager was wide ranging and looked at:

· the success of the band concerts in Cae Glas Park during the summer;
· the fact that signage changes had been made to the Powis Hall with the removal of A Boards; 
· some live music had been introduced to the market area; 
·  the first Friday opening with fines being applicable had now passed with a positive reaction; 
·  adverts were being placed in parish magazines; 
·  the Food Festival and the Independent Traders’ Day had been successful bringing in additional footfall to the market; 
·  the Farmers’ Market continued to be successful with new opportunities for funding and promotion and finally;

·  a Charity Day would be held on the 17th September 2010 where a large number of local  voluntary organisations had signed up to participate.  

The Traders Handbook was now complete and the only additional proposal was that the Council should subscribe to a new banner for the Powis Hall at a cost of £210.

After considerable discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To adopt report TC/2122/10.
· To confirm purchase of a new banner for the Powis Hall at a cost of £210.
· In respect of the Oswestry Food and Drink Festival to record sincere thanks to the Town Council manual staff and also the Retail Markets & Events Manager for their considerable contributions that added to the success of the day.
64.
NATIONAL MARKET TRADERS FEDERATION – SHOPPERS CHARTER

Presentation of a report from the Retail Markets & Events Manager asking the Council to formally consider adopting the Charter to demonstrate the commitment from the Council and traders to provide a quality shopping experience within Oswestry markets.


RESOLVED the Charter be formally adopted by the Council.
65.
OSWESTRY SHOPPING SURVEY: A REPORT FROM THE OSWESTRY COALITION

Councillor S. Rainey declared a prejudicial interest and left the Chamber taking no part in discussion or voting.

For information a report was provided by the Oswestry Coalition based on the results of three surveys covering different aspects of shopping in Oswestry.  The results of this research have been used to inform the Coalition’s stance against any new supermarket in the town. 
RESOLVED the report be noted.
66.
PROPOSED MARKET TOWN REVITALISATION PROGRAMME


Consideration of an update report from the Town Clerk on progress with the programme acknowledging the £3million capital allocation that is available.

RESOLVED the update be noted acknowledging that further reports will be brought back to the Council of specific meetings that were being coordinated.
67.
NORTHERN SHROPSHIRE MARKET TOWNS GROUP AND ECONOMIC FORUM


RESOLVED to note that the next meeting of the Group was imminent and a report would be provided back for the next Markets & Car Parks Committee meeting.
68.
OSWESTRY MARKETS – BUSINESS PLAN


Consideration of a draft business plan as produced by the Retail Markets & Events Manager in conjunction with the Town Clerk.


Councillor S. Rainey declared a prejudicial interest in this matter and left the room, taking no part in discussion or voting.

After detailed consideration of the plan it was RESOLVED to adopt it as a consultation document for a future Trader/Councillor meeting and subject to any discussions at the meeting the document then be adopted and be put in the public domain.
69.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting.
