DPC/03/10
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes on a meeting of the Development and Planning Committee held on Wednesday 9th June 2010 following the Severn Trent Water Meeting in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. E. Channon, Councillors Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, Miss B.Y. Gull, M. Bennett, J.G. Jones, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, J.R. Evans, C. Schofield, Mrs. V. Schofield, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton.

In the Chair:
Councillor P. Cherrington

(Vice Chairman)

In attendance:   
David Preston, Town Clerk

7.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from:

Councillors Mrs M.E. Chamberlain, F.D. Aldridge – holiday, Mrs. D Barrow – illness, W. Benyon and Mrs. M. Benyon – family commitments, W.O. Jones – holiday.
RESOLVED the apologies be accepted.
8.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Declarations were invited in respect of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
Councillor M. Bennett declared a personal interest in all planning applications on the agenda due to his membership of the Northern Area Planning Committee.
9.
MINUTES
Minutes of meetings held on 17th May, DPC/01/10, and 26th May 2010, DPC/02/10, were confirmed and signed.

10.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

After the first civic year in dealing with planning applications under the Unitary Council, Members were invited to review the current processes in place and to consider whether the Town Council is making the most effective influence in terms of planning matters in Oswestry.  

After discussion it was RESOLVED that:

· A Task and Finish Group be established to look at the planning function of the Town Council in detail;

· Through the Larger Councils E Group to take soundings on how the planning function is delivered in other Councils;

· To look at the potential for greater involvement and support from Shropshire Council and other local scrutiny groups;

· A report to be made back to the Development and Planning Committee in three months looking towards potential improvement;

· The Task and Finish Group to also re-enforce the requirement for a training programme in planning and this to be implemented as soon as possible.  Future advanced training opportunities to also be identified;

· To ensure that all Councillors have the opportunity to be fully involved and informed in planning matters regardless;

· The Task and Finish Group to be limited to include Councillor M. Bennett and four other members with the Mayor and Deputy Mayor ex-officio;

· Each Member to be circulated to establish their interest in serving on the Task and Finish Group and if more names are received then they be pulled out of a hat by the Mayor.
11.
STREET LIGHTING JOINT ENERGY AGREEMENT 2010/11

Letter from the Street Lighting Officer, Shropshire Council, offering the Town Council the opportunity to continue with the Joint Energy Agreement during 2010/11.  
“The price of energy for 2010/11 is 9.43 pence per Kwh.  Payments of £2,482.60 plus VAT will be due in May, August, November and February”.  
The Town Clerk provided information on behalf of the Finance Officer of evidence that the contract offered was a saving.

RESOLVED that:

· The Council agree to extend the existing agreement.

12.
DESIGNATED PUBLIC PLACES ORDERS – CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL


Letter from the Head of Public Protection, Shropshire Council, highlighting that it was the intention of the former Oswestry Borough Council to introduce Designated Public Places Orders in relation to the public nuisance created as a consequence of the consumption of alcohol upon various sites within the area.  Unfortunately due to a procedural error it was not possible for the intended Orders to be completed.


Shropshire Council is now taking steps to ensure that the Orders previously requested by the Town Council are implemented.  The Council is therefore required to repeat the Public Consultation process so as to comply with requirements of “The Local Authorities (Alcohol Consumption in Designated Public Places) Regulations 2007”.


Shropshire Council confirms that it should not proceed to make an Order in cases where there are no current problems being experienced.  It is therefore important for the Town Council to continue to demonstrate that such problems with respect to each site do still exist.


RESOLVED:

· To endorse the existing scheme in principle;

· Oswestry Cemetery to be added to the scheme;

· To suggest the Five Acre Site/Shelf Bank/New Town Green be included if Shropshire Council and West Mercia Police feel that this addition can be evidenced following recent problems as well publicised;

· With regards to Cae Glas Park, to express a view that the Council would wish to permit the sensible use of alcohol in the park at organised events but if no alternative is available to give authority to the Police to act in the interest of public safety to counter public nuisance, then the Council would again include the site in the schedule.
13.
BUS SHELTERS – OSWESTRY

As instructed, the Town Clerk had undertaken a review of the current bus shelters with Jonathan Hayes, Principal Transport Officer, Shropshire Council.  The meeting looked at current issues, vandalism and also the request for the Council to adopt the shelter at the Post Office and Iceland.


In summary the meeting was reminded that Shropshire Council had threatened that the Post Office and Iceland bus shelters would be taken away as at present these are not adopted by the Town Council.  The package for the Town Council therefore was that if the Town Council formally adopted the Post Office and Iceland shelters then these would be replaced with a design acceptable to the Town Council and in return Shropshire Council would also replace the high maintenance shelter outside the park in Church Street that is adopted by the Council and is costing a considerable sum.


It was therefore RESOLVED:

· To accept the proposal for the two sites with the Town Council formally adopting both the Post Office and Iceland shelters subject to a new design being agreed;
· To highlight the possible changes being promoted by planning applications for supermarkets in Oswestry and to state that should traffic flows change then Shropshire Council will be responsible for any resiting required that will presumably be met by the applicants;
· To reinforce the decision that the Council reserve the right to cease to maintain any shelter if vandalism is excessive and costs become unreasonable.
14.
SHROPSHIRE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK – SITE ALLOCATIONS AND MANAGEMENT OF DEVELOPMENT AT DPD (SAMDev)

Report on the Planning Seminar arranged by the Development and Planning Committee and led by Tim Morris, Policy Team Leader, Shropshire Council.

In addition arising from the Seminar the Town Council was required to submit its response by Friday 25th June 2010.  Members were asked to consider the process that will be required alongside the suggestion that professional planning input be sourced.

After discussion it was RESOLVED that:

· A Seminar be held as soon as possible;
· All Members to be invited;

· The submission to be delegated to the Seminar for a formal response to be issued on behalf of the Council;

· A facilitator to be invited and funded.  It could include a former professional planner within the Borough.

15.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Consideration of a Schedule of Planning Applications.

10/01251/FUL – ERECTION OF A TWO STOREY EXTENSION

RESOLVED:

· To express concern at the intention as all the development in this area is of a single level.  To suggest that the application may constitute excessive development and be out of keeping with the local area and the immediate street scene.

10/01951/FUL – ERECTION OF SINGLE PAVILIONS ON NORTH AND SOUTH ELEVATIONS OF DWELLING AND ERECTION OF SINGLE STOREY EXTENSION ON WEST ELEVATION.  REMOVAL ON ONE GROUND FLOOR WINDOW; FORM 3 NO. NEW OPENINGS ON GROUND FLOOR AND ENLARGE ONE EXISTING OPENING; INTERNAL ALTERATIONS FOLLOWING DEMOLITUION OF EXISTING SINGLE STOREY STRUCTURES


RESOLVED:

· To comment that all improvements, material and designs to be in keeping with the requirements of a listed property and the relevant conservation policies.  To challenge the necessity to remove many existing features and to seek assurance that materials, where possible, are retained or matched.  Also to challenge if the additions will be fundamentally greater than the original size of the property and if so then the Council’s formal concerns and objection to be recorded;

· To urge that any addition should be capable of being removed in future years so that the original features and character of the property can be retained;

· To request assurance from the Conservation Officer that the works are acceptable to English Heritage and Shropshire Council policies for alterations and additions to listed properties.

10/01952/LBC – INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL ALTERATIONS AFFECTING A GRADE II LISTED BUILDING.  ERECTION OF SINGLE STOREY PAVILIONS ON NORTH AND SOUTH ELEVATIONS OF DWELLING AND ERECTION OF SINGLE STOREY EXTENSION ON WEST ELEVATION

RESOLVED:

· To comment as for 10/01951/FUL.

10/01208/FUL – CONVERSION OF EXISTING GARAGE INTO GRANNY ANNEXE ACCOMMODATION AND ERECTION OF SINGLE STOREY LINK EXTENSION TO DWELLING

RESOLVED:

· To question if the infrastructure permits adequate parking and turning for the additional use intended within the footprint of the property;
· Also to question the lack of kitchen facilities within the designed proposal and to insist that the use is in association only with the main property and its owner and that future sub-division is precluded for any alternative use.
Councillors C. Schofield and Mrs. V. Schofield abstained from voting and asked that this be recorded.

16.
NOTICE OF MOTION IN THE NAME OF COUNCILLOR J. GARETH JONES RE-ROUTE BUS SERVICE 401


Notice of motion in the name of Councillor J.G. Jones.


“That this Council request a meeting with Mr Matt Johnson, Senior Public Transport Officer, Shropshire Council, to discuss the above request”.


RESOLVED:

· The motion be adopted.

In addition it was further RESOLVED at the meeting:

· To discuss why the 481 Service goes different routes dependent upon the time of day and how the service can be unified and properly timetabled.
It was RESOLVED further:

· To again question the 71A Service in terms of clarifying the subsidy from Shropshire Link per passenger compared to the subsidy for the 71A Service.  The figure to again be requested to enable a further debate and representation if considered appropriate.

17.
NORTH WEST SHROPSHIRE FLOOD FORUM – MEETING INVITATION


Email received from Shropshire Council encouraging local authorities and other stakeholders to work together to reduce flood risk as one of the objectives of the Flood and Water Management Act 2010.  A representative from each Town and Parish Council is invited to attend a Flood Forum to feedback the information discussed to the local community at the same time as helping Shropshire Council to put together a comprehensive catalogue of local flood risk areas.
Members are asked to nominate a representative for the North West Shropshire Flood Forum which will meet on 28th July 2010 at 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm in the Council Chamber, Castle View, Oswestry.

RESOLVED that:

· Councillor Mrs. V. Schofield be invited to attend as the Council’s representative.
Councillor P. Cherrington

Vice Chairman
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