OTC/02/11
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Oswestry Town Council held on Monday 16th May 2011 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber of the Guildhall, Oswestry.
PRESENT:
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley

Councillors M. Bennett, M. Benyon, W. Benyon, 

Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, 

Mrs. E. Channon, Miss B.Y. Gull, R. Hoseason, 

V. Hunt, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones, D.P. Milner, 

S. Rainey, V. Schofield

In the Chair:
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley

In attendance:   
David Preston, Town Clerk

5.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from:

Councillor P.A. Cherrington – illness.

Councillor C. Schofield – work commitments.

RESOLVED the apologies be noted and accepted.

6.
PUBLIC SESSION


No members of the public took the opportunity to question the Council on local issues.
7.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTEREST

Declarations were invited of personal and prejudicial interests of any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
Councillor W.O. Jones declared a personal interest in Agenda Item12 – National Grid – as a member of the MANWEB pension scheme.
Councillor M. Bennett declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 13 – Large Grant Scheme – Oswestry & District Arts Association – as an appointed Member of the Association from Shropshire Council.

Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 13 – Large Grant Scheme – Oswestry & District Arts Association – as the Council’s representative on the Association.

Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 13 – Large Grant Scheme – Oswestry & District Arts Association – as the Council’s representative on the Association.

Councillor V. Hunt declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 12 – National Grid – as a Member of Shropshire Council.

Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley declared a prejudicial interest in Agenda Item 13 – Large Grant Scheme – Oswestry & District Arts Association – as a private member of the Association.

8.
MINUTES


The following minutes of meetings were confirmed and signed:

21st March 2011
-
OTC/09/11 
9.
TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS


RESOLVED to note that no questions were asked.
10.
SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 2011/12

A revised schedule of meetings was presented. 


RESOLVED the revised schedule be adopted TC/2253/11
11.
TO TRANSACT ALL SUCH BUSINESS
RESOLVED to note the following appointments:

i) Development and Planning
All Members.

ii) Amenities

All Members.
iii) Finance and General Purposes

All Members.
iv)
Markets and Car Parks

All Members.

 v)
Leisure and Amenities Sub

Councillors M. Bennett, Mrs. E. Channon, 
Mrs. C. Hawksley, J.G. Jones, C. Schofield, Mrs. V.   Schofield, D.P. Milner, R. Hoseason and invite to vacancy to join the Committee.
vi)
Appeals Committee

To be appointed on a need basis.

vii)
Disciplinary Committee


To be appointed on a need basis.
viii)
Chairman’s Group

The Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Chairmen or Vice-Chairmen of Standing Committees.

RESOLVED to note the below representatives:
i)
Area Committee of Parish Councils




Councillors M. Bennett and Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain.


ii)
Association for the Elderly



Councillors Mrs. M. Benyon and Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain.


iii)
Oswestry Twinning Association

Councillors Mrs. V. Schofield, P. Cherrington and W.O. Jones.


iv)
Oswestry and District Arts Association




Councillors Miss B.Y. Gull and Mrs. C. Hawksley.



v)
Gatacre Allotment Liaison Committee



Councillors Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. E. Channon, 

J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones and D.P. Milner.
vi)
Shrewsbury-Chester Rail Users’ Association

Councillor P. Cherrington.
vii)
Emergency Advisors

Maserfield Ward:
All Members.

Cambrian Ward:
All Members.

Gatacre Ward:
All Members.

Carreg Llwyd Ward:
All Members.
Cabin Lane Ward:
All Members.

Castle Ward:

All Members.
viii)
Cambrian Heritage Railways Trust

Councillors R. Hoseason and P. Cherrington.
ix)  
Market Traders Liaison Panel




All Councillors.



x)
Local Joint Committee

Councillors Mrs. E. Channon, Miss B.Y. Gull, J.G. Jones, Mrs. V. Schofield, R. Hoseason (Reserve).

xi) 
Oswestry and District Sports Council

Councillor Mrs. E. Channon

xii)
Oswestry and District Access Group


Councillor Mrs. E. Channon.

xiii)
Memorial Hall Trust


Councillor Mrs. E. Channon.

xv)
Oswestry Play Partnership




Councillor M. Bennett.
xvi) Oswestry Youth Café




Councillor Mrs. E. Channon. 

xvii) Cemetery Task and Finish Group




Councillors J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones, Mrs. C. Hawksley, 
C. Schofield, R. Hoseason and M. Bennett.


xviii)
Task and Finish Group – Civic Ceremonial
Councillors J.G. Jones, Mrs. E. Channon, Mrs. C. Hawksley and C. Schofield.



xix)
Market Towns Revitalisation Group
The Mayor and Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee and Councillor M. Bennett.



xx)
Markets 2010 Group 

Councillors Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, M. Bennett and D.P. Milner.
xxi)
Oswestry Borderland Tourism

Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull and Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain.

xxii)
Oswestry Town Council/Oswestry Borderland Tourism Policy and Monitoring Advisory Group


Councillors Mrs. E. Channon, M. Bennett, Mrs. C. Hawksley, C. Schofield.  Miss B.Y. Gull.

xxiii)
Audit and Performance Panel


Councillors M. Bennett, J.G. Jones, D.P. Milner, Mrs. V. Schofield.

12.
STANDING COMMITTEES


RESOLVED to adopt the below minutes:


Markets and Car Parks Committee


23rd February 2011

-
MCP/07/11


13th April 2011

-
MCP/08/11 

Finance and General Purposes Committee


14th February 2011

-
FGP/07/11 


4th April 2011


-
FGP/08/11 


Development and Planning


28th February 2011

-
DPC/13/11 
21st March 2011

-
DPC/14/11 

13th April 2011

-
DPC/15/11 

4th May 2011


-
DPC/16/11 

Amenities

9th March 2011

-
AC/07/11 

13.
NOTICE OF MOTION


Notice of Motion in the name of Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton:


“That this Council make representations to the West Midlands Ambulance Service seeking assurance that the proposed restructure of their service will not reduce the current available cover for Oswestry and its access to Accident & Emergency Services.”


RESOLVED to adopt the Notice of Motion and invite the West Midlands Ambulance Service to provide a presentation to the Council, looking for the reassurances as sought by the Notice of Motion as submitted.
14.
NOTICE OF MOTION


Councillor W. Benyon raised issues regarding the potential for a review of Taxi Ranks in Oswestry.  Acknowledging that this is a Shropshire Council matter, it was suggested that the Town Council should be included in the dialogue.  A Notice of Motion was therefore submitted:


“That the Town Council host a meeting with the appropriate Shropshire Council Officer in attendance, together with the Oswestry Taxi Drivers Association.”


RESOLVED that the Motion be adopted on the basis that the Town Council is aware of meetings currently in place between Shropshire Council and the Taxi Drivers and thereby the Town Council would hope for a mutually satisfactory resolution from the process, ideally with all meetings being held in Oswestry.  However, the Town Council to offer accommodation and a presence at a meeting if both parties feel it would be beneficial as part of an overall review of the taxi facilities for the town.
15.
NATIONAL GRID MID WALES CONNECTION PROJECT – EXTENSION TO CONSULTATION AND ADDITIONAL EXHIBITIONS


National Grid had advised that the consultation period for the above had now been extended to the 20th June 2011 with a number of new exhibitions added.


In summary the Council was asked if it wished to make any representations regarding this consultation.

RESOLVED to comment that although cost is recognised to be important in terms of the project finance itself, what is more important is for the wider cost of the economy to be considered and balanced both now and for the future.  The Town Council therefore to support its rural colleagues, offering the view that underground connections should be preferred to pylons in terms of both environmental and economic influences, particularly recognising the considered detrimental impact on established communities and areas of outstanding natural beauty throughout Mid Wales and the Oswestry hinterland.

16.
LARGE GRANT SCHEME

a) Oswestry and District Arts Association

Application from Oswestry and Districts Arts Association to the Large Grant Scheme for consideration of funding.

RESOLVED a donation of £900 be made.

a) Replay It

Application from Replay It to the Large Grant Scheme for consideration of funding.
RESOLVED to refer the matter to the Chairman’s Group for interview and delegated authority to be given to the Finance & General Purposes Committee to make the final decision within the allocated budget limits.
b) Severn Hospice

Application from Severn Hospice to the Large Grant Scheme for

consideration of funding.
RESOLVED a donation of £450 be made.

17.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

In terms of Schedule 12A, Local Government Act 1972 the following items will be likely to disclose exempt information relating to leasing matters and it is therefore recommended that the public and press be excluded.
Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley
Mayor of the Town of Oswestry
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