

OTC/05/11

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Oswestry Town Council held on Monday 11th July 2011 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber of the Guildhall, Oswestry.


PRESENT:
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley.
Councillors M. Bennett, M. Benyon, W. Benyon, 

Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, 
Mrs. E. Channon,  P. Cherrington, Miss B.Y. Gull, 
R. Hoseason, V. Hunt, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones, 
D.P. Milner, C. Schofield, Mrs. V. Schofield.
In the Chair:
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley

In attendance:   
David Preston, Town Clerk


29.
APOLOGIES



Apologies for absence were received from:



Councillor W.O. Jones - illness



RESOLVED the apology be accepted.


Councillor S. Rainey was absent from the meeting.

30.
PUBLIC SESSION




No members of the public expressed the wish to take the opportunity to 


question the Council on local issues.


31.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTEREST

Declarations were invited of personal and prejudicial interests of any item 
included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local 
Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) 
(England) Order 2001.


Councillor D.P. Milner declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 10b) 
Ye Olde Crofte Bowling Club as a bowler in Oswestry.

32.
MINUTES



Minutes of a meeting held on the 13th June 2011 - OTC/04/11, were 


confirmed and signed.

33.
WEST MIDLANDS AMBULANCE SERVICE



The Town Council had adopted a Notice of Motion to make 




representations to the West Midlands Ambulance Service seeking 



assurance that the proposed restructure of their service would not reduce 


the current available cover for Oswestry and its access to Accident and 


Emergency Services.



Nick Henry, General Manager for the Worcester Division and Steve 


Bonser, Regional Performance Improvement Manager, for the West 


Midlands Ambulance Service NHS Trust, were in attendance to outline the 

proposals and take questions.


A detailed presentation was provided about the Make Ready scheme on 

the basis that it was considered to support the Trust objectives, improve 

efficiencies, reduce expenditure, provide for effective management of medical devices and to improve the control of medicine management.  It was suggested that the cover would increase, the ambulance service would look to share property and that currently some £4.5m was needed to bring property up to standard.  The Trust was working with the Shropshire Fire & Rescue Service and the Primary Care Trust to evaluate the potential for shared facilities. 

As a result of the presentation many questions were asked by Members, expressing series concerns at the loss of part of the local service and the uncertainty over its replacement and also the travel distances involved particularly with ambulances being located out of the area.


After discussion it was RESOLVED to note the presentation at this stage 

and to sincerely thank Nick Henry and Steve Bonser for their attendance.

Following the presentation by Nick Henry and Steve Bonser further discussion took place upon the consultation and after discussion it was RESOLVED:
· To express the most series concern at the loss of specific dedicated ambulances for Oswestry to form part of the county hub, recognising the geographical and transport difficulties linked to a rural county, and the specific needs of a major market town with a significant population and service base;
· To challenge the value for money aspect of the business plan on the basis of the limited information provided in respect of that business case;
· To highlight the concern that for large periods of time full ambulance cover will not be available and to seek assurances, upon the statements made, that there will be 24/7 coverage with two ambulances.  Any less provision than this to be considered totally unacceptable and a major risk to local residents.
· To seek assurance that the advance paramedic service will comprise of fully trained staff at all times;
· To express concerns at the information provided on the restocking of ambulances and the lack of clarity and assurances provided over those arrangements;
· To offer a view that the service need not be Shrewsbury focussed but to offer the preference that it should be centred as close as possible to the existing provision but with improvements;
· To express concern at the triage process that is considered complex and not in the best patient interest;
· To invite Members to submit to the Town Clerk any further issues that they wish to be forwarded on to West Midlands Ambulance Service NHS Trust;
· To invite Councillor Gerald Dakin, Chair of the Health Communities Scrutiny Committee, Shropshire Council, to review the matter with the Town Council and thereby share its concerns and the potential for a more expert response.

34.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING


Jake Berriman, Head of Strategy and Policy, Shropshire Council, 


attended to formally provide an update on Neighbourhood Planning 

following the recent Government launch.  In addition, the Council was

provided with a copy report of a meeting held between Jake Berriman and Kate Garner of Shropshire Council, and Councillor Saffron Rainey and the Town Clerk as held on the 6th June 2011.


It was explained the Government launch took place on the 6th July 2011.  

Shropshire has received £20k per project with no Government prescription 
on how it will work on the ground and therefore there will be no 


Government help or intervention.  It was considered that Shropshire was 

now ahead of the game and at the front of the queue of understanding.  

Shropshire Council was therefore reshaping its planning processes to 

become more community focussed with an emphasis on the work of 

Parish and Town Councils.
The role of Shropshire Council was reiterated, namely to provide advice and support as a resource.  It will also share its evidence base that has been built up through toolkit events and the core strategy, etc.  Where extra work is required, however, then the local Council can go to the market or Shropshire Council and they can provide quotations at commercial rates.  The key issue for the Town Council will be how to manage the interface between SAMDev and neighbourhood planning where some tensions may exist.  A scoping event will therefore assist in relieving the tensions in relationships.

The route can be either through a formal plan or an informal document and the choice will rest with each community.  The formal can take issues into Shropshire Council by referendum and it then becomes part of the development plan or, the informal route can be used where refreshed local plans simply are called neighbourhood plans that may have some special planning inclusions.  Shropshire can then sign these off and formally adopt the plan.

The informal route would also save the cost of the referendum and external examination.  A general agreement existed that this would be a preference to simplify the neighbourhood planning route.

A further inclusion in the neighbourhood plan could be some of the old development control policies, not yet disposed of from Oswestry Borough Council era.  Anything that is specific to Oswestry and is tried and tested can be incorporated into the neighbourhood plan.  

After considerable discussion it was RESOLVED:
· To welcome the simplified approach option available to deliver an appropriate and relevant plan for Oswestry that is fit for purpose;

· To express a preference for an informal plan that avoids examination and referendum costs thereby making a more effective use of the resources that will be available;

· To endorse the neighbourhood plan route that should incorporate the refresh of the local plan as a single document;

· To include former Borough Council specific development control policies if still relevant;

· To suggest a Steering Group of Shropshire Councillors and Town Councillors with Officer support to manage the process;

· That a launch event should be held to establish volunteers.  To look for an early September event if possible;
· The Town Council to look to produce a draft Statement of Community Involvement to outline the framework for engagement;

· Members to recognise the potential need to engage in additional planning resource to help deliver the plan and thereby to acknowledge the options that are available;

· To note that Jake Berriman will provide a template guidance for the plan;

· To look to arrange an early tripartite meeting of Shropshire Council, Town Council and the Oswestry Town Plan Steering Group to start the process and the scoping of the work.  Initially the Town Plan Group to be advised of the process as suggested and ideally a halt to be undertaken to any work until the new template is agreed between each party linking the town plan to the neighbourhood planning process.


It was further RESOLVED that a vote of thanks be recorded to Jake 

Berriman for his attendance and the significant and helpful support as 

provided.

35.
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL ISSUES


Shropshire Councillors provided an update on certain areas including a forthcoming consultation on social care.  This is based around maintaining people in their own homes as long as possible using relevant care and technology.

RESOLVED that the Town Council note this consultation and contribute in an appropriate manner.

36.
APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Citizens Advice Shropshire and Ye Olde Croft Bowling Club
Applications for financial assistance received from the Citizens Advice Shropshire and Ye Olde Croft Bowling Club.
Councillor R. Hoseason declared a personal interest on the basis of knowledge of a representative of the Citizens Advice Shropshire.

After discussion, it was RESOLVED that on the basis of changing funding arrangements in Shropshire that the two applications be deferred and the Finance Officer of the Town Council to be asked to look at any potential budget savings to increase the community budget available for 2011/12.  In addition, a fundamental review to take place of the process by the Town Council.


The Citizens Advice Shropshire to be asked to identify the risk to the 

service should funding not be granted by the Town Council based on their 

existing asset and resource basis as highlighted within the application.

37.
DIS – NALC DIRECT INFORMATION SERVICE

RESOLVED to note, for information, a copy of the July 2011 edition outlining updates from the 
National Association of Local Councils.


38.
POWER OF WELL BEING - AUDIOLOGICAL SUITE – OSWESTRY


Letter from Darryl Seivewright, Primary Care Estates Manager, Shropshire County PCT, looking at additional facilities that could be brought into the 
new Primary Care Centre in Oswestry; acknowledging the financial 

commitment from the Town Council, originally to provide x-ray facilities.



The most appropriate item agreed upon is an Audiological Suite.  For the 


service to run successfully a specialist booth is required to create the 


correct level of soundproofing and acoustics.



At a recent meeting of the Health Group for Oswestry, facilitated by the 


Town Council and chaired by Owen Paterson MP, the Group unanimously 

agreed to recommend to the Town Council that this facility should be 


provided following a presentation by the Consultant Audiological Scientist 


and Head of Audiology for the Shrewsbury and Telford NHS Trust.



The estimated cost of the Audiological Suite including purchase and 


installation is £35k.



According to the Census 2001, Oswestry District has projected to 



experience the largest growth of 85.8% of 65-84 year olds.  Oswestry 


District is also projected to experience the highest level of growth in the 


very elderly population of over 85 year olds out of all the other Shropshire 


Districts.


Hearing loss is particularly prevalent for those over 74 years of age with 
approximately 75% of this population having some degree of hearing loss.


Between April 2010 and April 2011 the Audiology Service saw over 2,700 
patients from Oswestry and the surrounding area for a mixture of hearing 
aid long term support, hearing assessments and paediatric assessments. 


The Head of Shropshire Audiology Services confirms that in an audit of 
local clinics and within the Oswestry hearing aid wearers there was an 
overwhelming consensus to keep service provision in the Oswestry area. 


The Consultant Audiological Scientist confirmed: “It is the belief that we 
should be able to take Audiology into the local setting but want to do this 
in high quality rooms built for purposes and having an Audiological booth 
that meets Audiological recommended standards means we should no 
longer have to ask patients to travel to Shrewsbury and Telford Hospitals 
for hearing assessments or indeed for any of their long term support 
related to hearing aid provision.”


The Town Council was asked to agree the expenditure within its budget 

up to a sum of £40,000 recognising the need to use the Power of Well Being 
as no statutory power exists to supply health provision. 

After discussion it was RESOLVED to allocate a budget of up to £35,000 
as requested inclusive of the former Mayor’s charity fund raising by 
Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull.

39.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

In terms of Schedule 12A, Local Government Act 1972 the following items 
will be likely to disclose exempt information relating to leasing matters and 
it is therefore recommended that the public and press be excluded.
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