OTC/242/09
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Oswestry Town Council held on Monday, 5th October, 2009 at 7.00 p.m. in The Guildhall, Oswestry.
PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain)

Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. D. Barrow, M. Bennett, 

Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton,

Mrs. E. Channon, P.A. Cherrington, J.R. Evans, 

Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason,  

J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones and C. Schofield.



Also in attendance:   The Town Clerk

254.
PUBLIC SESSION
For fifteen minutes previous to the commencement of the meeting, members of the public were invited to question the Council on local issues etc.


RESOLVED no members of the public were present.

255.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from W.S. Keable – family commitments, Councillor A.P.D. Hannagan - work commitments.


RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.

256.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
RESOLVED no declarations of personal or prejudicial interest of any item included on the agenda was declared in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local 
Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
257.
SHROPSHIRE LDF CORE STRATEGY
Tim Morris, Team Leader, Planning and Policy, Shropshire Council, attended to provide a presentation on the above and the consultation for policy directions.

The detailed presentation provided an outline of the Local Development Framework that will be a series of documents that will replace existing local plans and structure plan; it will be Shropshire wide and will reflect a tight programme of policy preparation for the next three years.

The Core Strategy will be adopted in February 2011, site allocations and development management will be adopted in 2012 and the Shropshire Core Strategy 2006-2026 will be the principal document of the LDF.  The presentation went through the process to date, it acknowledged that Shrewsbury will fulfil its role as a Growth Point and Settlement of Significant Development and Oswestry, Market Drayton, Whitchurch, Bridgnorth and Ludlow will be maintained and have a enhanced role as main market towns.  The special strategy will look to build on investment opportunities and encourage regeneration activity and provide focal points for housing, transport, employment opportunities and service provision.

In terms of direction for growth in Oswestry, then it was stressed that the key elements are making the best use of previously developed land for housing and other uses within built up areas.  Planning for a sustainable urban extension to the South East of the town and planning for further green field sites to be identified through site allocations to DPD to meet development requirements for housing and employment land but maintaining character and quality of the town.

Looking towards sustainable urban extension, then the land identified was between Shrewsbury Road, Middleton Road and the A5/A483 Oswestry Bypass.  In terms of evidence based, then there is the optimum location for accommodating growth and the proposal involves a mix of land uses including house, employment, open space and green infrastructure with a new link road and a local centre.

In summary, it was confirmed that the policy directions document consultation period was now ended and it was important for the Town Council’s views on the growth options and policy directions to be voiced.  In terms of the Core Strategy, the final plan will be produced in January 2010, the Submission Plan July 2010, the Independent Examination will take place in the autumn of 2010, the Inspector’s Binding Report will be produced late 2010 and the Shropshire Council will adopt in February/March 2011.  After considerable discussion, it was 

RESOLVED to respond to Shropshire Council as below:

· Members support the policy in terms of land between Shrewsbury Road, Middleton Road and the A5/A483 Oswestry Bypass.  It is urged that within that    area that open space/amenity land be identified and protected and that proper infrastructure as planned and promised is delivered.

· That affordable housing policies be rural proofed to ensure a mixture of size of development and opportunities are provided to assist the sustainability of rural areas.

· That existing Oswestry town boundaries are retained without further encroachment, thereby protecting the existing green wedges.

· To support the policy direction for growth in Oswestry and policies for towns out of Shrewsbury with Oswestry being a focus for a range of services.

· To endorse a large area of accessible open space in Eastern Oswestry, linked to parkland provisions as identified.

· That opportunity for provision of allotment land be encouraged.

· To resist sub-division of large gardens that change the characteristics of established residential areas and can represent an over intensification of development.

· To promote the development of accommodation that is appropriate to an ageing population.

· That any market town development is to the highest of standards and in keeping with the design, materials and character of the local area and its development history.

· That industrial opportunities be promoted and identified to protect and promote the viability of the town and to thereby encourage real employment opportunities.

· That the affordable housing needs of market towns be properly assessed and planned with an entrepreneurial policy approach to deliver accommodation that is sustainable.

It was further RESOLVED to extend a sincere vote of thanks to Tim Morris for his attendance and for the excellent presentation.

258.
MINUTES

Minutes of meetings held on 13th July, 2009, OTC/241/09, were confirmed and signed.
259.
NOTICE OF MOTION

Notice of Motion in the name of Councillor J.R. Evans:


That the Council add to its Standing Order No. 22 the below:

“No speech by a mover of a resolution, or the presenter of a report to Council or Standing Committee, shall exceed 5 minutes and no other speech or contribution shall exceed 3 minutes except by consent of the Council or the Standing Committee.”


RESOLVED 
the Motion be adopted.

260.
STANDING COMMITTEES

RESOLVED to adopt the below minutes:                

Markets and Car Parks Committee


8th July, 2009 

-
MCP/116/09

Finance and General Purposes Committee


8th June, 2009 

-
FGP/124/09

21st September, 2009 
-
FGP/125/09

Development and Planning


7th September, 2009
-
DPC/68/09

21st September, 2009 
-
DPC/69/09


Amenities

22nd July, 2009 

-
AC/104/09

16th September, 2009 
-
AC/105/09
261.
OSWESTRY HEALTH GROUP

RESOLVED to adopt a report on a meeting of the Oswestry Health Group held on the 3rd September, 2009, TC/1953/09.
262.
OSWESTRY WATER FORUM
It was explained that the Town Council had arranged a meeting of the Oswestry Water Forum for the 6th October.  In addition, following discussions with the Water Strategy Manager, Severn-Trent, it was confirmed that Severn-Trent will hold two drop in sessions in the Guildhall, Oswestry on the 6th and 7th October for customers to share their views on water quality around the town.

In addition, Members were advised that discussions are ongoing with United Utilities looking to a further meeting towards the end of October with the aim from both events being to improve the water quality for local residents.

RESOLVED the update be noted.

263.
COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER
The Council was asked to review the newsletter recently issued by the Town Council, acknowledging that a further publication is imminent.  It was however advised that issues had arisen relating to limited interest in advertising and therefore substantial changes may be necessary to the next newsletter.

RESOLVED that the excellent content of the newsletter be recorded as acceptable and any future reviews to be noted.

264. EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

