DPC/09/11
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes on a meeting of the Development and Planning Committee held on Monday 10th October 2011 following the Markets & Car Parks Committee in the Council Chamber of the Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT: 

Councillors M Bennett, Mrs M Benyon, 

W Benyon, Mrs A H Bickerton, 
Mrs M E Chamberlain, Mrs E Channon, 

P Cherrington, Miss B Y Gull, R Hoseason, 

V Hunt, J G Jones, W O Jones, C Schofield and 
Mrs. V. Schofield

In the Chair:  

Councillor M E Chamberlain
Also in attendance:
David Preston, Town Clerk 





David Essex, Water Strategy Manager, Severn 



Trent




Phil Gelder, Sewerage Asset Manager, Severn 



Trent





Jason Hughes, Street Lighting & Traffic 




Signals Team Leader, Shropshire Council

47.
PUBLIC SESSION


RESOLVED to note that no members of the public were present to ask 
questions.
48.
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from:

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs C Hawksley – Civic function

Councillor S Haworth – Awards Evening Civic Society


Councillor D P Milner – family commitment


Councillor S Rainey – Awards Evening Civic Society
RESOLVED the apologies be accepted.
49.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

Councillors M Bennett, B Benyon and V Hunt declared  personal interests in all planning matters on the agenda as members of Shropshire Council and members or substitute of the Northern Area Strategic Planning Committee.
50.
SEVERN TRENT - UPDATE


David Essex, Water Strategy Manager and Phil Gelder, Sewerage Asset Manager from Severn Trent were in attendance to provide updates to Members following recent works by Severn Trent around the town.


It was explained that an investment of £5.7m was being placed into Oswestry; the mains renewals of the town centre costing almost £900k was complete; the flood alleviation in Victoria Fields was complete, costing £1.5m; the sewerage scheme at The Guildhall on the Bailey Head was complete at £40k; the new Oswestry service reservoir, to be completed by 2014, is budgeted at £2.5m and some £800k of rural mains renewal works are to be undertaken during 2013/14.


The mains renewal and the town centre had replaced 6.3 kilometres of corroded water mains involving 15 months to complete with 10 road closures. 


The blocked sewer on The Guildhall was as a result of concrete pumped accidently, or otherwise, into the sewer from some building/renovation works that were carried out in the vicinity.  As a result 16 metres of sewer had to be cleared.


The new Oswestry service reservoir will replace the high level reservoir that is currently 70 years old and that has substantially degraded over time.  Oswestry currently gets its main water supply from two storage reservoirs located to the North-West of the town known as high level and low level reservoirs.  The combined storage volume of the two reservoirs is not sufficient to meet projected future water demand or to provide adequate resilience against loss of supply events.  The new reservoir will provide improvements to water quality and chlorine stability.  Construction and commissioning is scheduled from December 2012 for a 12 month period.


In terms of feedback, Severn Trent felt that the general improvement had been recognised.  The new reservoir will be designed to reflect the projected growth of Oswestry and provide for headroom.  The high level reservoir will be disposed of.  It was acknowledged that there had been issues around communication particularly to recent disruptive supplies and these matters will be taken back.  However, sincere thanks were extended to the Town Council for their co-operation and communication and investment in solving local problems.


After a range of questions it was RESOLVED that a sincere vote of thanks be recorded to David Essex for his considerable support to both the town and the Town Council over the last 2 years and to agree that an annual meeting with Severn Trent would be beneficial, recognising the ongoing change programme.
51.
STREET LIGHTING – SHROPSHIRE


Jason Hughes, Street Lighting & Traffic Signals Team Leader of Shropshire Council was in attendance to outline the current proposals of Shropshire Council in respect of highway and footway lighting and intended changes to the service.


It was recognised that Shropshire Council is looking to switch off lights between midnight and approximately 5.30 – 6.00 am on a daily basis as it is committed to a reduction of 35% carbon omissions by 2014.  Street lighting is committed to contribute a saving of 1,400 tons per annum towards this target.  The energy cost for 2010/11 is £750k and the projected for 2011/12 is £832k.  Street lighting have already undertaken a number of trials of different methods to reduce carbon omissions and energy consumption including the removal of lights, which is considered to be too expensive; the dimming lamp output at midnight, but this can only be applied to certain lights; the replacement with LED lamps, that is considered too expensive and part night lighting which is regarded as the only method that is both affordable and can deliver the required energy and carbon reduction savings contributing significantly towards the 35% target.  In terms of part night lighting then the capital cost for conversion was anticipated at £30 - £40 per street light with savings of £12 per street light per annum on residential roads.  Part night lighting will also reduce the street lighting energy consumption by 21% on completion equating to £162,500 annual saving with payback over 4-5 years.  In terms of implementation, Shropshire will continue the risk assessment process.  It will look to convert 12,500 street lights (approximately 65 – 75% of total stock) to part night lighting.  A capital cost of £412,500 is anticipated as the most economic option over a 4 year period with a pay back of 4-5 years.  In terms of timescale then the risk assessment process will be carried out up to April 2012 and the commencement of the programme will begin in April 2012 looking for completion by 2016.

An exemption criteria will apply in the risk assessment that will reflect on conflict sites such as busy roundabouts, junctions, pedestrian crossings, town centres, identified accident black spots, subways, enclosed footpaths and alleyways, areas with an above average record of crime and in areas with CCTV or local surveillance equipment.  The consultation process will involve Elected Members, Local Joint Committees, Area Directors, Area Committees, Parish and Town Councils and ALC.


After considerable discussion it was RESOLVED:

· That ideally the lighting forum should be restored to discuss the issue with all agencies;

· The Town Council and Shropshire Council continue to liaise on a potential shared scheme in terms of timescale, change/cost and consistency;

· To look at procurement/energy costs with Shropshire Council and other market Town Councils;

· To resolve, with Shropshire Council, fifth core issues;

· To look at the Town Council’s current maintenance contract and its review, specification, retender possibly in conjunction with Shropshire Council using their expertise/buying power;

· To express a preference at this stage for part night burning on the information provided acknowledging a potential capital cost of £20k - £25k capital for the Town Council to comply;

· To note that lighting will not form part of new build estates unless through a developer bond;

· That Shropshire Council will pay our carbon element regardless of any shared scheme or otherwise.
52.
MINUTES

Minutes of meetings held on:


11th July 2011

-
DPC/05/11


25th July 2011 

-
DPC/06/11


15th August 2011

-
DPC/07/11


14th September 2011
-
DPC/08/11


Were confirmed and signed.
53.
DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT UPDATE


Report from the Town Clerk on a presentation from Shropshire Council concerning the draft National Planning Policy Framework and its implications for Development Management in Shropshire, held on the 3rd October 2011 at the Shirehall, Shrewsbury.


RESOLVED report TC/2351/11 be adopted.
54.
NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK


RESOLVED to note, for information, a copy e-mail from Action for Market Towns (AMT) providing its response to the draft National Planning Policy Framework.

55.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING


Update report from representatives of the Town Council on the Oswestry Town Plan Steering Committee in respect of progress in developing the neighbourhood planning agenda for Oswestry.


In addition, a report was provided from the Town Clerk in respect of progress and developing the neighbourhood planning agenda for Oswestry.  That report provided a series of recommendations from Jake Berriman at Shropshire Council in terms of the representation of a Management Group, funding of the Group and the need for rapid progress to be made.


After discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To establish a Neighbourhood Planning Board for Oswestry as a Committee under the Town Council with a remit to deliver a Neighbourhood Plan for Oswestry within 12 months;

· The Neighbourhood Planning Board to consist of 3 representatives from the Town Council, 3 representatives from Shropshire Council and 3 volunteers without any duplication of roles;

· A Steering Committee of Local Volunteers to operate under the Board 

· To confirm that the budget for the Town Plan allocated by the Town Council is now transferred to the Neighbourhood Planning Board;

· With Jake Berriman, to look to establish the Steering Committee, the scoping of the plan and the process and timescale;

· To incorporate the existing members of the Town Plan Steering Committee into the new Project Steering Group as recommended by Jake Berriman;

· Following a vote, the Town Council representatives to the Neighbourhood Planning Board to be Councillor Mrs E Channon, Councillor C Schofield and Councillor Mrs C Hawksley (not in the capacity of Mayor).
56.
MORDA ROAD SPEED CUSHIONS


For information, letter from George Candler, Area Director North, responding to issues raised by the Town Council regarding traffic calming on Morda Road.


In summary, the letter confirmed that after the introduction of the speed cushions in December 2008 an independent safety audit was undertaken and it was confirmed that the speed cushions did accord with national guidelines and there were no issues with their height.  Between 2006 and 2009 there was a significant reduction in average speed vehicles from 35 mph to 22 mph.

RESOLVED the response be noted.
57.
ANNUAL STREET LIGHTING REPORT FOR 2010/11


Report from V&W Electrics Limited in respect of the lighting stock of the Council.


After discussion it was RESOLVED:
· To note the report;

· To await quotations from V&W for repairs to Categories 4 & 5 columns for consideration;

· To look to increase the earmarked reserves by a minimum of £5k in recognition of potential partnership scheme with Shropshire Council for 2012/13;

· To record the intention to go out to tender looking at all the available options and partners in the next 12 months linked to the new change agenda for lighting within the Council.

58.
POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES REVIEW


For information, a letter from the Elections Officer of Shropshire Council advising that Shropshire Council must comply with the Review of Polling Districts and Polling Places (Parliamentary Elections) Regulations 2006 and carry out a review of the voting arrangements in the area by the 30th December 2011.


RESOLVED to urge that any proposals recognise the potential changes that may emanate from the consultation on warding/electoral arrangements currently underway for the town.
59.
402 BUS SERVICE


RESOLVED to note further correspondence Jonathan Hayes, Principal Transport Officer of Shropshire Council following representations made by the Council.
60.
UPPER BROOK STREET/CHURCH STREET JUNCTION, OSWESTRY – PROGRESS REPORT


For information, copy e-mail from Richard Ayton of Shropshire Council concerning improvements to the traffic lights at the above junction.


After discussion it was RESOLVED:
· To request a clear and simple explanation of the works to be undertaken;
· To seek assurance of reinstating the traffic light to turn right from Lower Brook Street as repeatedly requested by the Town Council on the basis of the numerous concerns as voiced;
· To highlight the timing issue on the turn right light into Morda Road from Upper Brook Street;
61.
HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 SECTION 119 – FP22 OSWESTRY URBAN PROPOSED DIVERSION ORDER


Letter from Shropshire Council intending to divert the above footway and inviting comments from the Town Council.


The route currently runs through the car park and grounds of the existing Oswestry Leisure Centre and through several domestic properties.  It is understood that at the time of the development of the area footways were laid out with the intention of legally diverting the public right of way but that no legal order was made at that or since.


After discussion it was RESOLVED to support the variation as requested.
62.
TREES AT ABRAHAM COURT, OSWESTRY


The Town Council had received a copy letter from a local resident expressing concerns over six purple-leafed cherry trees growing alongside Upper Brook Street at the front of Abraham Court.  As a result the correspondence had been forwarded to Shropshire Council and a response had been received from the Environment and Sustainability Manager.

RESOLVED the correspondence be noted.
63.
REVIEW OF SHROPSHIRE TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS


Letter from Shropshire Council highlighting the review of Shropshire Tree Preservation Orders.  In summary, Shropshire Council is engaged in an ongoing process of reviewing its existing Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) as well as making entirely new Orders as occasion demands.  The purpose of the review is to bring the older, outdated TPOs up to date with current regulations and to remove Orders that are no longer appropriate.


It was RESOLVED to note with concern the potential removal of TPOS’s from Broomhall Lane stressing that as a green lane it is important for the status of these trees to remain.
64.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Consideration of a Schedule of Planning Applications, PA/14/11:
a) 11/03589/FUL – Croftside Queens Road, OSWESTRY, SY11 2JB

RESOLVED to express concern over the proximity of the proposal to other established properties and to record a view that it represents over-intensification of development, acknowledging an outline approval as existing within the same curtilage.

To further point out that the application would change the established character of the area and that concerns over access over a narrow driveway with no passing places exist.  On this basis to request that the Northern Area Planning Committee call the application in.
b) 11/03649/FUL – Lawfield, 7 Monkmoor Road, OSWESTRY, SY11 2LB
RESOLVED no observations be expressed.
c) 11/03902/FUL – 37 Beech Grove, OSWESTRY, SY11 2PU

RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

d) 11/04046/FUL – Glenowen, Middleton Road, OSWESTRY, SY11 2LF

RESOLVED to acknowledge that the application is retrospective and therefore to oppose on the basis that an additional access created into Middleton Road is of concern particularly acknowledging that concerns are understood to exist from the Highway Authority. Should permission be refused then the Town Council would expect enforcement action to be undertaken for reinstatement.

e) 11/03986/FUL – Former Castle Inn, Prince Street, OSWESTRY

RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

f) 11/04386/TCA – Brogyntyn Park, Mount Road, OSWESTRY

RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

g) 11/03935/FUL and 11/03936/LBC – Sebastians Hotel and Restaurant, Willow Street, OSWESTRY

RESOLVED to request adequate ventilation and not to cause any nuisance to adjoining properties.
h) 11/04321/FUL - 2 High Fawr Avenue, OSWESTRY, SY11 1TB
RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

Councillor Mrs M E Chamberlain
Chairman
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