FGP/126/09

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday, 26th October, 2009 at 7.05 p.m. in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain

Councillors Mrs. D. Barrow, M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, 

W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. E. Channon, 

Miss B.Y. Gull, A.P.D. Hannagan, R. Hoseason, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones, W.S. Keable and C. Schofield. 

Also in attendance:  Mr. R.A. Dyke, Finance Officer



In the Chair:  Councillor J.G. Jones

414.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor F.D. Aldridge – illness, Councillor J.R. Evans – holidays and 

Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley – family commitments.

Absent:  Councillor P.A. Cherrington.

415.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Declarations of personal or prejudicial interest of any item included on the agenda was declared in accordance with Sections 50-52,  Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 16 – Impetus – Oswestry Borderland Tourism Ltd. – as the Council’s representative to the association.

416.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on 21st September, 2009, FGP/125/09, were confirmed and signed.

417.
MONEY MARKET

RESOLVED to note a report on Investment Income for the period up to October 2009, TC/1964/09
418.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

RESOLVED to note a report on Actual Income and Expenditure to the 12th October, 2009, TC/1965/09
419.
SUNDRY CREDITORS

RESOLVED to adopt the below Statements of Accounts approved for payment by The Chairman/Vice-Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee:

16th September, 2009 

-
SC/301/09

1st October, 2009 


-
SC/302/09

420.
FINAL ACCOUNTS 2008/09

RESOLVED to note an update report from the Finance Officer following the audit of accounts for 2008/09, TC/1966/09.

Arising from the report, it was RESOLVED
- 
to increase the limit for ordering goods and services for manual staff from the present £20 to £100 in recognition of inflation and growth of the Council since the original limit was set.

-
to note a further memo will be issued to all staff reminding them of the need to prepare purchase orders for any item where an invoice will subsequently be received.

-
to note and acknowledge  the recommendation that the debtors process should be clearly documented, however to confirm that the Internal Audit document adopted in 2003 clearly identifies all invoices to be sent out and their respective cycle.

-
to confirm impairment reviews will be conducted annually.

-
to confirm Disclosure Notes will be updated annually.

-
to carry out a revaluation of the Cemetery Lodge and incorporate changes into the 2009/10 financial statement.

-
to note and thank the Finance Officer for the Action Plan as prepared.

421.
SMALL GRANT SCHEME
Further to Minute 401, the Council were asked to consider further a request from No Panic for a grant under the Small Grant Scheme.

Confirmation had been received that they have 7 members in Oswestry and take approximately 200 calls per year from the town itself.

RESOLVED no financial assistance be granted, Members feeling the charity had a sizeable revenue balance in hand already.

422.
OSWESTRY LOCAL JOINT COMMITTEE

Report from the Council representatives on a meeting held on the 22nd September, 2009 in the Memorial Hall, Oswestry, together with a summary report from the Town Clerk.

RESOLVED to note the report, TC/1977/09.

423.
SALC – 60TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Invitation from SALC to appoint representatives to attend the  60th Annual General Meeting to be held at The Shirehall, Shrewsbury on Saturday, 5th December.

Delegate fee was £15.00 inclusive of lunch.

RESOLVED the Town Clerk attend, together with Councillors M. Bennett and C. Schofield.

424.
NORTH SHROPSHIRE MARKET TOWNS FORUM

RESOLVED to note a report on a meeting of the Forum held on the 1st October, 2009, TC/1978/09.
425.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

