MCP/05/11
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Markets and Car Parks Committee held on Wednesday 2nd November 2011 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber, the Guildhall, Oswestry.
PRESENT: 

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley.

Councillors M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, 

W. Benyon, Mrs. A. H. Bickerton, 
Mrs. M. E. Chamberlain, Mrs. E. Channon, 
Miss B. Y. Gull, S. Haworth, R. Hoseason, 
V. Hunt, D. P. Milner, S. Rainey, C. Schofield and Mrs. V. Schofield
In the Chair:  

Councillor Miss B. Y. Gull
Also in attendance:
David Preston, Town Clerk 


David Clough, Retail Markets and Events Manager

65.
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from:


Councillor W.O. Jones – illness


Councillor J.G. Jones - holiday


Councillor P. Cherrington – illness

RESOLVED the apologies be noted.
66.
PUBLIC SESSION
RESOLVED to note that no members of the public attended to question the Council. 

67.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
Declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001 were invited.

RESOLVED to note there were no declarations of interest.
68.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on the 14th September 2011, MCP/04/11, were confirmed and signed.

69.
WEDNESDAY MARKET

Report from the Finance Officer on the Wednesday Market income and trader numbers to 30th September 2011.

RESOLVED report TC/2344/11 be noted.
70.
SATURDAY MARKET
Report from the Finance Officer on the Saturday Market income and trader numbers to 30th September 2011.

RESOLVED report TC/2345/11 be noted.
71.
FARMERS’ MARKET
Report from the Finance Officer on the Farmers’ Market income and trader numbers to 30th September 2011.
RESOLVED report TC/2346/11 be noted.
72.
CAR PARKING INCOME ANALYSIS
Report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis on car parking income to 30th September 2011.

After discussion it was RESOLVED:
· That report TC/2347/11 be noted; 

· The Chairmans Group to be invited to look at information being provided in respect of performance statistics for Standing Committees;

· Each Councillor to be invited to contribute towards that discussion by outlining in writing any change or additional information that is felt should be considered by the Chairmans Group;

· Car parking information to look to take benefit of the new software to identify peak and low periods of usage.

73.
CAR PARK TICKET ANALYSIS
Report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis of ticket usage on the Council’s car parks to 30th September 2011.

RESOLVED report TC/2348/11 be noted.

74.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

Report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis of actual income and expenditure on market activities to 24th October 2011.

RESOLVED report TC/2350/11 be noted.
75.
MARKET THROUGHPUT


Report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis on Market throughput July – September 2011.

RESOLVED report TC/2349/11 be noted.
76.
NABMA AGM AND ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2011


Report from the Retail Markets & Events Manager on the AGM and Annual Conference held at Harrogate from 18th – 20th September 2011.

RESOLVED report TC/2360/11 be noted.

77.
CHRISTMAS LIVE – UPDATE


Update report from the Retail Markets & Events Manager on arrangements for the Christmas Live event and in particular the provision of the ice rink on Festival Square.

After discussion it was RESOLVED:

· Report TC/2358/11 be noted;
· To acknowledge the opportunities and new innovation as highlighted in the report and to request the Markets Manager to investigate these matters and report back accordingly;

· To look to investigate the provision of noticeboards for town events ideally to be sited around the market and car parks, possibly in partnership with Shropshire Council;

· To confirm that 250 ice rink tickets be allocated to local primary schools free of charge.  50 tickets to be allocated to the Chamber of Commerce and the remaining slots to be reserved for use by the general public at the price of £5 for adults and £3 for children.

78.
OSWESTRY MARKETS AND EVENTS - UPDATE

Report from the Retail Markets & Events Manager on current market issues.  

RESOLVED report TC/2359/11 be noted.
79.
MARKET ALLIANCE RESPONSE TO CONSULTATION ON 
PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK

For information, a letter and report was provided from the Chief Executive of NABMA on behalf of the Market Alliance. 


RESOLVED to note report.
80.
NABMA – MARY PORTAS

For information, an update from the Chief Executive to NABMA regarding a recent presentation by Mary Portas on her High Street Review to the APP Town Centre Group.


RESOLVED to note report.
81.
OSWESTRY & BORDERS FOODBANK – HORSEMARKET


A letter from Oswestry & Borders Foodbank in respect of events at 
Kingswell and issues relating to car parking.


Because of the nature of the organisation and the service it will provide 
in these austere times it was RESOLVED: 
· To agree to the request of two car passes.  However, the passes will have a 12 month expiry date;
·  If the Food Bank ceases to operate within the 12 month period then the passes must be returned;
· The decision is an exception of policy and not a precedent.  It was also requested that the Kingswell Centre be asked to report back to Council on the usage of the Food Bank.    
82.
OSWESTRY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE – CHRISTMAS 
ARRANGEMENTS

The Oswestry Chamber of Commerce had responded following its recent meeting with the Chairmans Group.  As a result of that discussion a number of requests were made:

· The Chamber suggests that a link person (a Councillor) be appointed as a conduit between the Chamber and the Town Council outside formal meetings.  Talks will also take place with Shropshire Council over the provision of a similar arrangement;

· In terms of car parking at Christmas the Town Council is asked if it would consider a waiver of car parking charges after 2.00 pm for the last week i.e. Monday – Saturday in December as well as for Fridays in December after 5.00 pm.  It was suggested that perhaps this could be for all Town Council Car Parks.  The Chamber give a commitment to publicise this as much as possible in November and December and it would present a positive image with Chamber working with Town Council for the good of the town/residents.


The Council was asked to consider these matters.


It was RESOLVED 
· That both Councillor Milner and the Town Clerk attend the Chamber meetings together and feedback to the Council.  
It was also RESOLVED:

· that the request for free parking after 2pm for the last week in December, as well as after 5pm on the Fridays in December, be agreed providing a full report is provided to the Committee by the Chamber of Commerce on the results of this initiative;
· The Town Council to be recognised as partners in this initiative but the Chamber to be fully responsible for its promotion.   
83.
CAR PARK LIGHTING


Report from the Facilities Manager on car park lighting changes to the Central Car Park in terms of options and costs.

After discussion it was RESOLVED:
· Report TC/2330/11 be noted and welcomed;
· In terms of change, the Facilities Manager to be instructed to look at payback and the security impact on CCTV;
· To record the preference for LED lighting, however, to defer the matter looking towards an updated report to be considered alongside proposals for part-night burning within the town centre in consultation with Shropshire Council;

· Central Car Park to be considered as a potential pilot scheme for the Council and ideally budget provision to be made for 2012/13.
84.
WASTE UPDATE


Update report from the Facilities Manager on waste relating to markets.

After discussion it was RESOLVED:

· Report TC/2356/11 be noted;  
· To confirm the proposed scheme as presented by Veolia in respect of a waste management scheme for the Town Council at a revised figure of £8,190.

It was further RESOLVED to acknowledge that this presents a saving on the current contract of £4,634 per annum.   
85.
CAR PARK TICKET REFUND SCHEME


Report from the Facilities Manager on a car park ticket refund scheme.

RESOLVED report TC/2362/11 be noted and request that the Chamber of Commerce report back to the Council the potential town centre retail interest and usage of such a scheme.  
86.
ACTION FOR MARKET TOWNS

Report from the Town Clerk on the Action for Market Towns Conference at Ludlow on 13th October 2011.

RESOLVED report TC/2363/11 be noted.
87.
CENTRAL CAR PARK – TRANSPORT STUDY

Letter from George Candler, Area Director North, Shropshire Council, confirming that a review of the access/egress arrangements to and from the Central Car Park will need to be taken forward via a transport study through the Transport Planning Team and this is likely to require some up to date traffic surveys.

“Any such transport study would also need to take in account the provision of traffic signals at the Salop Road/Middleton Road/Roft Street junction at the same time”.


George Candler confirms that:

“Shropshire Council is looking into the options for providing funding/resources to carry out a transport study as part of the next financial year’s work programme.  The timing of any subsequent work will be dependent on the outcomes of the study and funding available in forthcoming years”.
RESOLVED to note the report and support the review with an update to be provided for the Roft Street Residents Association. 
88.
MARKETS 2010


Report from the Town Clerk on a meeting of the Elected Members in 
respect of the Markets 2010 Group as held on the 21st October 2011.


It was RESOLVED to note report TC/2364/11.

89.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
It was RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting and they be asked to withdraw.
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