MCP/03/11
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Markets and Car Parks Committee held on Wednesday 6th July 2011 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber, the Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT: 

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley.
Councillors M. Bennett, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, 
Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, Mrs. E. Channon, 
P. Cherrington, Miss B.Y. Gull, R. Hoseason, 
V. Hunt, J.G. Jones, D.P. Milner and S. Rainey
In the Chair:  

Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull
Also in attendance:
David Preston, Town Clerk 


David Clough, Retail Markets and Events Manager

21.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from:

Councillor W.O. Jones - illness

Councillor Mrs. M. Benyon - family commitments

Councillor W. Benyon - family commitments

Councillor C. Schofield - family commitments

Councillor Mrs. V. Schofield - family commitments

RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.

22.
PUBLIC SESSION
RESOLVED to note that Mrs. Marge Joslin, a member of the public, attended to question the Council on how they intended to use the money gained from the sale of the Smithfield site to help develop the town.  She was addressed by the Town Clerk who explained the current position and the fact that no capital receipt could yet be anticipated until the planning and legal courses had been exhausted.  The use of any capital receipts, if received in the future, would be in accordance with press statements issued by the Council. 
23.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTEREST

Declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001 were invited.

RESOLVED to note:

Councillor S. Rainey declared prejudicial interests in Agenda Item 6 – Wednesday Market, Agenda Item 7 – Saturday Market, Agenda Item 8 – Farmers’ Market, Agenda Item 12 - Oswestry Markets and Events. 

All the above on the basis of being a market trader, Chairman of Oswestry & District Civic Society and a member of the Oswestry Coalition.

24.
MINUTES

Minutes of meetings as held on: 

16th May 2011 - MCP/01/11 

25th May 2011 - MCP/02/11 

were confirmed and signed.
25.
WEDNESDAY MARKET

Report from the Finance Officer on the Wednesday Market income and trader numbers to the 31st May 2011.

RESOLVED report TC/2273/11 be noted.
26.
SATURDAY MARKET
Report from the Finance Officer on the Saturday Market income and trader numbers to the 30th June 2011.

RESOLVED report TC/2274/11 be noted.
27.
FARMERS’ MARKET
Report from the Finance Officer on the Farmers’ Market income and trader numbers to the 30th June 2011.

RESOLVED report TC/2275/11 be noted.
28.
CAR PARKING INCOME ANALYSIS
Report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis on car parking income to the 31st May 2011.

RESOLVED report TC/2276/11 be noted.
29.
CAR PARK TICKET ANALYSIS
Report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis of ticket usage on the Council’s car parks to the 31st May 2011.


RESOLVED report TC/2277/11 be noted.
30.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

Report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis of actual income and expenditure on market activities to the 31st May 2011.

RESOLVED report TC/2278/11 be noted.
31.
OSWESTRY MARKETS AND EVENTS - UPDATE

Report from the Retail Markets & Events Manager on current market issues.  

It was RESOLVED:

· That report TC/2284/11 be noted;
· To agree in principle to recognise the opportunity to use the Powis Hall shutter doors for advertising of the market but to instruct the Retail Markets & Events Manager to undertake detailed investigation into planning and conservation consent that may be needed and a report back to be made in terms of proposed design, costings and professional planning advice;

· To note the report on Oswestry Farmers’ Market compiled by Tish Docherty and that report to be forwarded to the Markets 2010 Elected Members to review and to request a brief action plan for the benefit of the Markets & Car Parks Committee to further assist in the regeneration of the Farmers’ Market aligned to future publicity and promotion.
32.
MARKETS – GOOD PRACTICE


Report from the Retail Markets & Events Manager on areas of good practice taken from Market of the Year winners and site visits as recently undertaken

It was RESOLVED:

· That report TC/2286/11 be noted;

· The report to be referred to the Markets 2010 Group looking towards a revised business strategy for Oswestry markets that can be considered for budget purposes in the autumn.
· To explore the creation of a community space in the Powis Hall as part of the refurbishment programme.
33.
LOCAL COUNCILS AND LOCALISM

Report on the one day Conference “Localism and Local Markets” held on the 1st July 2011 at Stratford Upon Avon.  

RESOLVED to note that the report will be presented to the September meeting of the Committee.
34.
CHRISTMAS MUSIC LIVE – ICE RINK
Report from the Retail Markets & Events Manager on the feasibility and costs for providing an ice rink as part of the Christmas Music Live event which incorporates significant market activities around the town centre.

It was RESOLVED:

· That report TC/2285/11  be noted;

· To agree in principle to an ice rink on Festival Square with a preference of two days and the Retail Markets & Events Manager to be instructed to negotiate the price and also the availability of Festival Square;

· The Retail Markets & Events Manager to be requested to look at potential sponsorship, costings, and to provide an anticipated budget for the benefit of the Committee;

· To look for alternative music proposals and locations;

· A report to be presented to the next meeting of the Committee.
35.
CENTRAL CAR PARK – TOILETS/PLANTING


Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull, on behalf of Oswestry in Bloom, brought to 
the attention of the Committee the desire to remove certain shrubs, 
prune trees, etc. to tidy up the area adjacent to the public 
conveniences on the car park.  It was recognised that a new planting 
regime was required from September onwards.  The aim was also to 
plant the Heart of England roses.   Recognising the need to improve 
this area it was RESOLVED
· That, with the guidance of the Oswestry in Bloom Committee, the area is replanted utilising existing maintenance budgets.
36.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
It was RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting and they be asked to withdraw.
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