MCP/04/11
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Markets and Car Parks Committee held on Wednesday 14th September 2011 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber, the Guildhall, Oswestry
PRESENT: 

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley.
Councillors M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, 
Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. E. Channon, 

P. Cherrington, Miss B.Y. Gull, S. Haworth,
V. Hunt, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones, D.P. Milner, 
S. Rainey and Mrs. V. Schofield
In the Chair:  

Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull
Also in attendance:
David Preston, Town Clerk 


David Clough, Retail Markets and Events Manager

40.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from:

Councillor W. Benyon – another meeting
Councillor C. Schofield – work commitments 

Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain – holiday
Councillor R. Hoseason – work commitments
RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.

41.
PUBLIC SESSION
RESOLVED to note that one member of the public attended but no questions were put to the Council. 

42.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTEREST

Declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001 were invited.

RESOLVED to note:

Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull declared a prejudicial interest in Agenda Item 19 – Oswestry Borderland Tourism - Escape 2012 on the basis of being the Chairman of the Association.

Councillor Mrs. V. Schofield declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 19 – Oswestry Borderland Tourism – Escape 2012 due to having a business in the local tourism industry.
43.
MINUTES

Minutes of a meeting as held on 6th July 201, MCP/03/11, were 
confirmed and signed.
44.
WEDNESDAY MARKET

Report from the Finance Officer on the Wednesday Market income and trader numbers to the 31st July 2011 and 31st August 2011.
RESOLVED:
· To note report TC/2302/11 with the Wednesday performance being a cause for concern;
· The matter of Wednesday market performance to be referred to the Markets 2010 Elected Members and Officers overseeing the market refurbishment review.   To consider alongside the Trish Docherty report on the Farmers’ Market, looking at the development of a renewed business case for Oswestry markets.  The feedback to form a specific Market Seminar for wider discussion.
45.
SATURDAY MARKET
Report from the Finance Officer on the Saturday Market income and trader numbers to the 31st July 2011 and 31st August 2011.
RESOLVED report TC/2303/11 be noted.
46.
FARMERS’ MARKET
Report from the Finance Officer on the Farmers’ Market income and trader numbers to the 31st July 2011 and 31st August 2011.

RESOLVED report TC/2304/11 be noted.
47.
CAR PARKING INCOME ANALYSIS
Report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis on car parking income to the 31st July 2011 and 31st August 2011.

RESOLVED report TC/2305/11 be noted.

48.
CAR PARK TICKET ANALYSIS
Report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis of ticket usage on the Council’s car parks to the 31st July 2011 and 31st August 2011.


RESOLVED report TC/2306/11 be noted.
49.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

Report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis of actual income and expenditure on market activities to the 31st August 2011.
RESOLVED report TC/2307/11 be noted.

50.
SMITHFIELD THROUGHPUT


Report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis on Smithfield throughput July – September 2010.

RESOLVED report TC/2311/11 be noted but to recognise some questions regarding clarification over the report and invite comment from the auctioneers.  
51.
SMITHFIELD THROUGHPUT


Report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis on Smithfield throughput October – December 2010.

RESOLVED report TC/2312/11 be noted. 

52.
SMITHFIELD THROUGHPUT


Report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis on Smithfield throughput January – March 2011.

RESOLVED report TC/2313/11 be noted. 
53.
SMITHFIELD THROUGHPUT


Report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis on Smithfield throughput April – June 2011.

RESOLVED report TC/2314/11 be noted. 

54.
OSWESTRY MARKETS AND EVENTS - UPDATE

Report from the Retail Markets & Events Manager on current market issues.  
It was suggested that the Farmers’ Market traders not only visit the town on the 16th December but also on the Friday 23rd December.


Issues for discussion included the realignment of downstairs stalls including the removal of certain stall covers and the provision of generic signage.

After discussion it was RESOLVED:

· That report TC/2318/11 be noted;
· That the Farmers’ Market be held on the 16th December as originally planned, however should there be demand from traders then a further market be held on the 23rd December 2011;

· The Retail Market and Events Manager to cost a scheme for signage and delegated authority to be given to the Markets 2010 Elected Members to finalise;

· To agree to the provision of a community space in the Powis Hall and stall realignment as recommended.
55.
CHRISTMAS MUSIC LIVE – ICE RINK


Further report from the Retail Markets & Events Manager on the feasibility and costs for providing an ice rink as part of the Christmas Music Live event which incorporates significant market activities around the town centre.


It was RESOLVED that report TC/2317/11 be noted and it was agreed to trial the ice rink on Friday the 2nd December in the location of Festival Square at a cost of £2,154 including VAT supplied by Leisure Skate Ltd.  It was also agreed not to include the music stage this year but to have an area on Bailey Head reserved for music using the Town Council gazebos as well as introduce areas of music throughout the town centre. 


It was further RESOLVED:

· That the Retail Market & Events Manager present a report on charging mechanism and suggested locations of activities and performance for a future meeting of the Amenities Committee;
· To formally welcome any additional town based activities that fit into the concept of the evening.
56.
NABMA SEMINAR – LOCAL COUNCILS AND LOCALISM

Report from the Retail Markets & Events Manager on a One Day Seminar held on the 1st July 2011 at Stratford-upon-Avon.


It was RESOLVED that report TC/2323/11 be noted. 
57.
OSWESTRY BORDERLAND TOURISM - ESCAPE 2012

Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull declared a prejudicial interest in the matter and left the Chamber, taking no part in discussion or voting.  Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley, as Vice Chairman, took the Chair for this single matter.


A letter had been received from the Oswestry Borderland Tourism inviting the Council to take an advert in the Escape 2012 brochure.  The brochure is in its 30th edition and a copy of the advertisement rates, etc. was provided.


In summary, the Council can take a full page advert for a discounted price of £585.


It was RESOLVED that the Town Council take out the full page advertisement for the 2012 copy of the Escape brochure at a cost of £580.

58.
OSWESTRY FOOD AND DRINK FESTIVAL


A letter had been received from John Waine, Festival Director, extending thanks to the Town Council for their support for the 2011 Festival.


In addition, the Council is invited to consider its interest in how the benefits of the Festival brand can be extended throughout the year to support the town centre and the market.


After discussion it was RESOLVED that the letter be noted and the Town Clerk be instructed to meet with John Waine to look at a potential partnership for the further consideration of the Market & Car Parks Committee.

59.
TAKE 2 THE STREETS


Letter from Wendy Unwin, Event Organiser and Vice-Chair of the Oswestry Chamber of Commerce, formally thanking the Town Council for their help and support in terms of the event.


It was RESOLVED the letter be noted and the Council formally thanked the organiser for all the efforts that went in to making the event such a success for Oswestry.
60.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
It was RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting and they be asked to withdraw.
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