MCP/116/09

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Markets and Car Parks Committee held on Wednesday, 8th July, 2009 at 7.00 p.m. in The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain)

Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. D. Barrow, M. Bennett, 
Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, 

Mrs. E. Channon, P.A. Cherrington, J.R. Evans, 

Miss B.Y. Gull, R. Hoseason, J.G. Jones and C. Schofield. 


Also in attendance:  3 members of the public





              The Town Clerk



In the Chair:  Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull

578.
PUBLIC SESSION

For 15 minutes in advance of the meeting, members of the public were invited to question the Council on local issues etc.  Questions would be answered by The Mayor, Chairmen of Standing Committees or Town Clerk.

A question was presented by Victoria Rees of Shop Local regarding the Council’s commitment to the markets.  This was confirmed by both the Town Clerk and the Chairman of the Markets and Car Parks Committee.  In addition, the Council confirmed that it would welcome any partnership opportunity and extended an invitation to Shop Local to meet with the Town Clerk.


Mrs. V. Davies asked for confirmation as to whether the Council considered the market was key to regeneration, whether the makeover as proposed from Mydeco was part of regeneration and did the Council recognise that the market provides for entrepreneurs of the future?  The Town Clerk provided a detailed answer confirming that the Council was now in the process of finalising its markets business plan.  This would also link in with the performance board, the Mydeco competition was regarded as a significant opportunity for Oswestry and certainly fitted in with regeneration proposals.  It was also confirmed that the Council was to make a new staff appointment in respect of markets and this would have a greater on site focus with markets, events and associated promotion.  A question was also posed as to whether the market could be sited into Castle View and this potential was acknowledged but recognised it could be problematical due to the highway issues and access problems that exit.

579.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
Declarations were invited of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52 Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.


RESOLVED to note that there were no disclosures.

580.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley – illness, Councillor W.O. Jones – holidays, Councillor W.S. Keable – family commitments.


RESOLVED that the above apologies be noted and accepted.

581.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
Declarations were invited of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52 Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.


RESOLVED to note that there were no disclosures.

582.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on 27th May, 2009, MCP/115/09, were confirmed and signed.
583.
BAILEY HEAD AND HORSEMARKET – WEDNESDAY MARKET
RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer on the Wednesday Outdoor Market, income and trader numbers up to 31st May, 2009, TC/1915/09.
584.
SATURDAY MARKET
RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer on the Saturday Market income and trader numbers up to 31st May, 2009,
TC/1916/09.

585.
FARMERS’ MARKET
RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer on the Farmers’ Market income and trader numbers up to 31st May, 2009,
TC/1917/09.

586.
CAR PARKING ANALYSIS
RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer on car parking income and tickets issued up to 31st May, 2009, TC/1918/09.
587.
CAR PARK TICKETS USAGE ANALYSIS

RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer providing an analysis of tickets issued on the Council’s car parks up to 31st May, 2009, TC/1919/09.
588.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer providing an analysis of actual income and expenditure on market activities up to the 30th June, 2009, TC/1920/09.
589.
PAY AND DISPLAY ENFORCEMENT 2008/09

RESOLVED to adopt a report from the Finance Officer on the current situation regarding Pay and Display Enforcement, TC/1921/09.
590.
TRADER LIAISION MEETING

The Chairman of the Markets and Car Parks Committee provided feedback from the Trader Liaison meeting as held on the  27th May, 2009.

In addition, a  copy of the PowerPoint presentation as made by the Council to that event was provided.

RESOLVED the information be noted.

591.
MYDECO/TIMES YOURSPACE COMPETITION

The Town Clerk provided an update on the community success and a meeting with 
representatives from Mydeco held in Oswestry on the 1st July, 2009.  That meeting had provided various information and a meeting for Councillors would be arranged with the Mydeco Team in the next two weeks.  It was acknowledged that the scheme was perhaps larger than Mydeco had originally anticipated and therefore they were going back to their sponsors for funding.  In addition, they also intended to talk to AWM and other funding sources and the Town Clerk had provided contact sources at Shropshire Council and other outlets.  After discussion, it was unanimously RESOLVED
· To reiterate the fullest of support for the project.

· To recognise that the Council is prepared to contribute capital funding from its Regeneration Fund for 2009, subject to a mutually agreed scheme with traders that is supported by external funding and partnership and the extent of that funding to be negotiated.

· To support the sustainability for markets by the creation of a new post, specifically related to markets management and events/promotion.

In addition, it was further RESOLVED 

· To congratulate the traders and Mike Coppock in particular for the promotion of the scheme.

· To confirm the partnership and active role and support, alongside commitment from the Town Council for the project.
592.
POWIS HALL – ELECTRICITY ACCOUNT

RESOLVED to note and accept an update from the Finance Officer on the final settlement in respect of outstanding invoices, TC/1922/09.
It was further RESOLVED that as part of the Powis Hall makeover, then the Council consider any energy efficiency measures that are possible.
593.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal, leasing and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

