MCP/118/09

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Markets and Car Parks Committee held on Wednesday, 30th November, 2009 following the Development and Planning Committee in The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain

Councillors F.D. Aldridge Mrs. D. Barrow, W. Benyon,

M. Bennett, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. E. Channon, 
P.A. Cherrington, J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, 
Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, J.G. Jones, 

W.O. Jones, and C. Schofield.

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk.

In the Chair:  Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull
617.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs. M. Benyon – family commitments, Councillor A.P.D. Hannagan – work commitments, Councillor W.S. Keable – illness. 

618.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Declarations of personal or prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda were declared in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

RESOLVED to note that there were no disclosures.

619.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on 30th September, 2009, MCP/117/09, were confirmed and signed.
620.
BAILEY HEAD AND HORSEMARKET – WEDNESDAY MARKET
RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer on the Wednesday Outdoor Market, income and trader numbers April to September/October 2009, TC/1956/09.
621.
SATURDAY MARKET
RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer on the Saturday Market income and trader numbers April to September/October 2009, TC/1957/09.
622.
FARMERS’ MARKET
RESOLVED 
to adopt a report from The Finance Officer on the Farmers’ Market income and trader numbers up to 30th September/31st October, 2009, TC/1958/09.
623.
CAR PARKING ANALYSIS
RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer on car parking income and tickets issued April to September/October 2009, TC/1959/09.
624.
CAR PARK TICKETS USAGE ANALYSIS

Report from The Finance Officer providing an analysis of tickets issued on the Council’s car parks April to September/October 2009.


RESOLVED Report TC/1960/09 be adopted.
625.
MARKET THROUGHPUT

RESOLVED to adopt a report from the Finance Officer on Smithfield Throughput for the period July to September 2009, TC/1961/09
626.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer providing an analysis of actual income and expenditure on market activities up to the12th October and 23rd November, 2009, TC/1962/09.
627.
PAY AND DISPLAY ENFORCEMENT


Report from the Finance Officer on the current situation regarding 


Pay and Display Enforcement April to September, 2009.



RESOLVED Report TC/1963/09 be adopted.

It was further RESOLVED to agree to write off the bad debts and to invite a report from the Finance Officer on the enforcement regime and potential changes that could be made to reduce the bureaucratic processes as involved.
628.
MARKETS AND CAR PARKING CHARGES 2010/2011

Consideration of all markets and car parking charges for budget purposes.

RESOLVED all markets and car park charges remain unchanged for 2010/11, however for 2011/12 the Council be instructed to review the bandings as currently used.

629.
MARKS AND SPENCER TROLLEY PARK – SMITHFIELD STREET

CAR PARK

Correspondence from Ruth Hart,  Store Manager, Marks and Spencer, Oswestry asking the Council to consider relocating the trolley park presently sited on Smithfield Street Car Park on to Central Car Park.  Marks and Spencer indicated that over 94% of their customers use Central compared to a minority 6% using the Smithfield Street car park at the rear of the store.  After discussion, it was

RESOLVED to indicate the Council’s support for the store but to highlight that the Council does feel mindful to refuse on the basis of the precedent that could be set and risk to pedestrians and motorists and to evaluate how store staff will ensure the site is kept clear of trolleys.  The store therefore initially to be advised to more aggressively market the current facility for Smithfield Street.  In addition, the Council to suggest that a meeting be held with Marks and Spencer to review the situation to look at instore options that may be available to improve customer facilities.
It was further RESOLVED that the offer of the meeting be made to be attended by the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Markets and Car Parks Committee.

630.
CASTLE STREET - OSWESTRY RAMP ACCESS TO CAR PARK AND PEDESTRIAN CROSSING

Further to previous discussions, the Committee was reminded of the letter from the Assistant Director, Strategic Highways and Transportation, Shropshire Council confirming that the Council is undertaking the design for this scheme in the current financial year and it would then be the intention to try and put together a funding package along the lines agreed at the site meeting in 2007, i.e. one-third Local Transport Plan Capital, one-third Shropshire Council Capital and one-third Oswestry Town Council Capital.  This funding would have to be bid for and at this stage no guarantees can be committed.  Once drawings and estimates have been produced, the Engineers of Shropshire Council will provide details.  

At this stage Members were asked to confirm that a sum be reserved in the Capital Budget for 2010/2011.  After discussion, it was RESOLVED
· To await costings.

· To agree that the scheme remains a priority for the Council.

· To seek to ensure that the Council’s budget has a provision to make a meaningful contribution for 2010/11.
631.
BAILEY HEAD CHRISTMAS CAR PARKING

RESOLVED to note a letter from Assistant Director, Environmental Maintenance, Shropshire Council confirming that car parking on the Bailey Head from 1st – 31st December 2009 will be permitted.

632.
NABMA MANAGEMENT BOARD

RESOLVED to note minutes of a meeting of the NABMA Management Board held on the 21st October, 2009.

633.
CAR PARKING STRATEGY FOR SHROPSHIRE

Shropshire Council is promoting a Parking Strategy for Shropshire.  A review of current policy and practice was therefore being undertaken.

After discussion, it was RESOLVED
· To note the preparation of the Strategy and maintain a watching brief.

· To express initial concern at parking in Smithfield Road outside Marks and Spencer and to urge that in the interests of public safety that improvements are brought about.

· To urge that the review consider devolution of parking services, where appropriate, and where added value can be proven to the local level.

· To seek early meetings with Officers to look at how the Strategy will be converted to action plans and what the wider impact on other providers may be.

· To formally request, as part of the process, the return of the Oak Street site to Oswestry Town Council.

634.
BUILDING BETTER MARKETS
Invitation from NABMA to appoint delegates to attend the Building Better Markets Seminar at the Council House, Birmingham on the 28th January, 2010.

RESOLVED Councillors Miss B.Y. Gull and J.G. Jones be authorised to attend.

635.
POWIS HALL MARKET UPDATE
Report from the Finance Officer providing an update on lettings/vacancies etc. within the Powis Hall Market for the period to September and October, 2009.

RESOLVED Report TC/1969/09 be noted.
636.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal, leasing and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

