








MCP/115/09

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Markets and Car Parks Committee held on Wednesday, 27th May, 2009 at 7.00 p.m. in The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain)

Councillors M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, 

Mrs. E. Channon, P.A. Cherrington, J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, R. Hoseason, J.G. Jones and C. Schofield. 


Also in attendance:  The Community Services Officer


In the Chair:  Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull

560.
PUBLIC SESSION

For 15 minutes in advance of the meeting, members of the public were invited to question the Council on local issues etc.  Questions would be answered by The Mayor, Chairmen of Standing Committees or Town Clerk.
RESOLVED to note that no questions were raised.
561.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor F.D. Aldridge-



family 
commitments, Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow – illness, Councillor Mrs. 
C. Hawksley – illness, Councillor W.O. Jones – family commitments 
and Councillor W.S. Keable – family commitments.


RESOLVED that the above apologies be noted and accepted.


Apologies for absence were received from Councillor K.R. Barrow and 
Councillor W. Benyon.


RESOLVED that these apologies should be noted, however the reasons 
for absence were not accepted.
562.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
Declarations were invited of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52 Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.


RESOLVED to note that Councillor J.R. Evans declared a personal 
interest in item 11 – Powis Hall Electricity Dispute Update – due to his two 
daughters being employed by British Gas and he himself having a small 
number of shares in the company.
563.
MINUTES

Minutes of meetings held on:


15th April, 2009 

- 
MCP/113/09


18th May, 2009

-
MCP/114/09

were confirmed and signed.
564.
BAILEY HEAD AND HORSEMARKET – WEDNESDAY MARKET
RESOLVED to adopt the report from The Finance Officer on the Wednesday Outdoor Market, income and trader numbers up to April, 2009, TC/1891/09.
565.
FARMERS’ MARKET
RESOLVED to adopt the report from The Finance Officer on the Farmers’ Market income and trader numbers up to April, 2009, TC/1893/09.
566.
SATURDAY MARKET
RESOLVED to adopt the report from The Finance Officer on the Saturday Market income and trader numbers up to April, 2009, TC/1892/09.
567.
CAR PARKING ANALYSIS
RESOLVED to adopt the report from The Finance Officer on car parking income and tickets issued up to April, 2009, TC/1894/09.
568.
CAR PARK TICKETS USAGE ANALYSIS

RESOLVED to adopt the report from The Finance Officer providing an analysis of tickets issued on the Council’s car parks up to April, 2009, TC/1895/09.
569.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

RESOLVED to adopt the report from The Finance Officer providing an analysis of actual income and expenditure on market activities up to the18th May, 2009, TC/1896/09.
570.
POWIS HALL – ELECTRICTY DISPUTE UPDATE


Report from the Finance Officer following discussions with British Gas and 
a potential way forward, TC/1901/9.   After considerable debate, it was 


RESOLVED that a settlement figure be negotiated by the Town Clerk and 
compensation be sought due to the poor standard of service received.
571.
MARKETS PERFORMANCE

Report from the Community Services Officer on the markets performance. 


RESOLVED 

· To note the information provided in report, TC/1902/09.

· To consider costings and practicalities for the relocation of the Farmers’ Market to an alternative location, emphasising the view that any move of this nature would fragment the existing market.

572.
ACTION FOR MARKET TOWNS


Letter from the Membership Co-ordinator, Action for Market Towns, 
confirming that Advantage West Midlands have ceased paying this 
Council’s membership.  The membership will continue unaffected until the 
end of June 2009, however a new subscription is invited, the cost being 
£143.00 plus VAT.


Member benefits were considered to be best practice case studies, latest 
news and events, policy into practice research papers.


RESOLVED to note with disappointment, that AWM have ceased paying 
the membership fee and that the subscription will be paid on the basis of a 
twelve month trial period.

573.
OSWESTRY FOOD AND DRINK FESTIVAL


Letters from Yossi Gliksman and John Waine on behalf of Oswestry Food 
and Drink Festival confirming that the event is to take place on the 
11th/12th July, alongside Bailey Street, Cross Street and New Street and 
that the assistance of the Town Council is required in respect of free use 
of market stalls, together with assistance from Council manual staff in the 
putting up and taking down of the stalls.  After some considerable debate, 
it was


RESOLVED that the request be granted and that a suggestion for 
remuneration of these costs be placed before the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee on the basis of submitting a bid to the Regeneration 
Fund in order to recover the cost.
574. CAR PARK MARKINGS – THE HORSEMARKET

Consideration of quotations in respect of remarking of parking bays on the 
Horsemarket, TC/1903/09

RESOLVED that a quotation in the sum of £1,210 as provided by H&G 
Ash Road Markings Ltd. be approved.
575.
MARKETS – FIGHTING THE RECESSION

Invitation from NABMA to appoint delegates to attend the Annual 
Conference to be held at The Imperial Hotel, Blackpool from the 13th-
15th September, 2009.


All inclusive cost per delegate, including accommodation, is £375.00 plus 
VAT.


Conference topics to include:

· The value of markets to the current retail economy.

· Results of the Communities and Local Government Select Committee Inquiry into traditional markets.

· Best practice from Market of the Year Winners 2009.

· Finding market traders and making market trading an attractive career.

· Identifying market champions.

· Licensing issues affecting markets.

· Linking wholesale and retail markets.

· Workshops covering a range of retail and wholesale activities.

RESOLVED that the Chairman of the Markets and Car Parks Committee 
and NABMA’s representative from the Town Council, Councillor John 
Gareth Jones, represent Oswestry Town Council at the NABMA 
Conference in September.
575. EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal, leasing and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

