FGP/04/11
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes on a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 5th September 2011 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber, the Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley



Councillors M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, 




Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, 




Mrs. E. Channon, P. Cherrington, Miss B.Y. Gull, 




S. Haworth, V. Hunt, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones, 




R. Hoseason, D.P. Milner, S. Rainey
In the Chair: 
Councillor J. G. Jones
In attendance: 
David Preston, Town Clerk



Two members of the public

34.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from:

Councillor C. Schofield and Councillor Mrs. V. Schofield - holiday

RESOLVED the above apologies be accepted.
35.
PUBLIC SESSION


RESOLVED to note that no questions were asked by the members of the 
public in attendance.

36.
WELCOME


The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. Hawksley extended a warm welcome to 
Councillor Stephen Haworth following his election as a Carreg Llwyd Ward 
Councillor to the Town Council.  The Mayor wishes Councillor Haworth a 
long and enjoyable stay with the Town Council.
37.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
Councillor Stephen Haworth declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 12 – Footfall Community Partnership as a member of the Footfall Committee.

Councillor Saffron Rainey declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 12 – Footfall Community Partnership as an acquaintance of the Chairman of the Footfall Partnership.
38.
MINUTES
Minutes of meetings held on:

13th June 2011

-
FGP/02/11

29th June 2011

-
FGP/03/11

Were confirmed and signed.

39.
MONEY MARKET ANALYSIS

RESOLVED to note a report from the Finance Officer on Investment Income for the period up to 31st August 2011.
40.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME & EXPENDITURE 

RESOLVED to note a report from the Finance Officer in the form of an Analysis of Actual Income and Expenditure compared to Budget up to the 26th August 2011.
41.
SUNDRY CREDITORS

RESOLVED to adopt the below Statements of Accounts approved for payment by The Chairman/Vice-Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee:

17th June 2011
SC/342/11

1st July 2011

SC/343/11

15th July 2011
SC/344/11

1st August 2011
SC/345/11

16th August 2011
SC/346/11
It was further RESOLVED to release Cheque 118669 payable to Parkeon Ltd (£67,104) in respect of the Pay & Display replacement machines.
42.
ANNUAL DONATIONS


During the 2011/12 Internal Audit by Shropshire Council (Loans & Donations, July 2011) the Auditor highlighted the necessity for the Council 

to formally minute the donation of £100 made to the Gatacre Allotments & Gardens Association towards their Show.  Also £100 paid annually to Oswestry Cattle Auctions in respect of the Christmas Fatstock Show Prize. 

RESOLVED to formally minute the above payments for 2011/12.
43.
REPLACEMENT PHOTOCOPIER

Report from the Finance Officer requesting the Committee to consider purchase/lease of a new colour photocopier, the present copier now being over 5 years old.  The report provided comparative/competitive quotations for both purchase and lease.
After discussion it was RESOLVED to accept a quotation in an amount of £5,700.94 from Hollis Office Supply Company, Oswestry for the supply of a Develop Ineo Plus 452 Colour Photocopier.  This on the basis of comparison of benefits and the fact that this machine offered the best package and fits the requirement of the Council.  Also supporting a local company that has provided excellent service to the Council over several years.
44.
IT EQUIPMENT

The Council is informed that the three year lease of computer equipment with Microplus Computers terminates in June 2012.   At this early stage the Committee was asked how it wished to move forward with IT upgrade in terms of specification, tendering, lease/purchase, etc. 
After discussion it was RESOLVED to tender the Council’s IT needs, looking to build up the specification and then tendering on options for both lease and purchase.  It was further RESOLVED that a Task & Finish Group comprising of Councillor Bennett, Councillor Hoseason and Councillor Cherrington, supported by the Town Clerk and the Finance Officer, make formal recommendations to the Council.

45.
FOOTFALL COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP


Letter from Wendy Unwin, Footfall PR representing Oswestry & District Chamber of Commerce & Industry, inviting the Town Council to become an active part of the Footfall Community partnership.  The invitation was for a representative from the Council to attend regular monthly meetings held on the first Tuesday of every month. 

RESOLVED Councillor Paul Milner, together with the Facilities Manager, be designated to attend future meetings.
46.
APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Shrewsbury & Oswestry Crucial Crew
Consideration of an application for financial assistance received from Shrewsbury & Oswestry Crucial Crew.

RESOLVED that a donation of £100 be made.
47.
TOWN MUSEUM – GUILDHALL


Update report from the Town Clerk following a meeting with representatives of the group that was held on the 1st September 2011.


After discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To confirm the ongoing support from the Council for the project;

· To acknowledge the draft business plan as provided and the public interest in the project to date;

· To agree to the preparation of an outline legal agreement at the Council’s cost;
· To await receipt from the project group of the final business plan after their meeting scheduled for the 6th October then a Special Meeting to be arranged between the Council and the group to finalise all details and representation from the Council to the Management Board;

· To aim for completion of all legalities and arrangements by the end of October 2011 so that the project can commence in early November 2011.
48.
COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW – OSWESTRY


Consideration of an update from the Town Clerk following a meeting held with representatives of the Community Governance Review Team, Shropshire Council, on the 31st August 2011.


After discussion it was RESOLVED that the matter be deferred until the final facts are available together with a Committee Report for Shropshire Council.
49.
EMPTY PROPERTIES


Report from the Task & Finish Group appointed to meet with representatives of Shropshire Council as held on 17th June 2011.


RESOLVED the report be noted together with information that further appointments are being scheduled.

RESOLVED report TC/2296/11 be noted.
50.
MARKET TOWN REVITALISATION PROGRAMME


The Finance & General Purposes Committee was asked to note that the Powis Hall had been awarded £25k towards refurbishment from the programme and, in addition, £75k has been allocated towards the Bed & Breakfast scheme as previously presented to the Town Council.


It was RESOLVED to note the information and that in terms of the Bed & Breakfast scheme then the terms of reference for this are currently being fleshed out between representatives of Shropshire Council and the Town Clerk that will then be submitted formally to the Council.

51.
LIVING LOCALISM AND DELIVERING ENTERPRISE


Invitation from Action for Market Towns to appoint a representative to attend the Action for Market Towns Convention – Living Localism and Delivering Enterprise that encompasses two flagship government policies and AMT campaigns that impact greatly on small towns, to be held at Ludlow on the 13th October 2011.


RESOLVED that the Town Clerk be asked to attend.
52.
LEARNDIRECT AT THE QUBE


Due to the impact of the funding loss of the above programme and its important function to support local unemployment to find job vacancies then the Council was advised that various parties were looking at creating a funding package involving Walford & North Shropshire College.


In summary the Town Council was invited to be a contributor to this package and further detailed information was provided for the benefit of Members.


In addition the Council was notified that it would be required to use the Power of Well Being should funding support be sanctioned.


After considerable discussion it was RESOLVED:
· To ask the Town Council to consider a grant of up to £9k in principle subject to other parts of the proposed funding package being put in place.  The Town Council to look at virement of the sum requirement from additional savings/additional income generated by the Council since the 2011/12 budget was finalised;

· The Council to also secure evidence that the benefit is primarily Oswestry specific and other potential funding partners are investigated fully;

· If appropriate the Council to be asked to utilise the Power of Well Being to meet the commitment;

· For the benefit of the Council to ascertain the success rate and assurances that initial commitment will be honoured by the grant.
53.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

In view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting and they be asked to withdraw.
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