FGP/05/11
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes on a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 24th October 2011 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber, the Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley



Councillors M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, 




Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, Mrs. E. Channon, 




P.A. Cherrington, Miss B.Y. Gull, S. Haworth, 




R. Hoseason, V. Hunt, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones, 




D.P. Milner, and C. Schofield.

In the Chair: 
Councillor J. G. Jones
In attendance: 
David Preston, Town Clerk
60.
PUBLIC SESSION


RESOLVED to note that no members of the public were in attendance to ask questions.

61.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from:

Councillor W. Benyon – family commitments

Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton – illness

Councillor S. Rainey – family commitments
Councillor Mrs. V. Schofield – business commitments
RESOLVED the above apologies be accepted.

62.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on:

5th September 2011
-
FGP/04/11

Were confirmed and signed.

 63.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
Councillor S. Haworth declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 20 – Footfall as a member of the Footfall Committee.

Councillor D.P. Milner declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 20 – Footfall as a member of the Footfall Committee representing the Town Council.
64.
MONEY MARKET ANALYSIS

RESOLVED to adopt report TC/2337/11 from the Finance Officer on Investment Income for the period up to 31st October 2011.
65.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME & EXPENDITURE 

RESOLVED to adopt report TC/2338/11 from the Finance Officer in the form of an Analysis of Actual Income and Expenditure compared to Estimated up to the 14th October 2011.
RESOLVED to write-off the two bad debts in respect of Fellow Jewellery £20 and Miss Reece £24.

66.
SUNDRY CREDITORS

RESOLVED to adopt the below Statements of Accounts approved for payment by The Chairman/Vice-Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee:


2nd September 2011            SC/347/11


16th September 2011           SC/348/11


3rd October 2011                  SC/349/11
67.
AUDIT COMMISSION – ANNUAL RETURN FOR THE YEAR ENDED 
31ST MARCH 2011


RESOLVED to note, for information, a copy of the completed audit return 
from the Audit Commission for 2010/11.  It was agreed to look at issues 
that were arising as part of the internal audit plan.
68.
INTERNAL AUDIT PROCEDURE FOR CAPITAL ACCOUNTING 
(REVISED)


During the 2011/12 Internal Audit, the Auditor raised the requirement to revise the policy document relating to capital accounting.  In particular the Committee was asked to minute that Community assets are valued at a nominal £1 value (normal practice) and that all assets over £100 in value are capitalized.

RESOLVED report TC/2339/11 be noted.
69.
MAYOR AND TOWN CLERKS MEETING

Report on a meeting of Mayor & Town Clerks as held on the 27th September 2011.


RESOLVED the report be noted.
70.
LARGE MARKET TOWN CLERKS MEETING


RESOLVED to note, for information, report on a meeting of Town Clerks as held on the 26th September 2011- TC/2340/11.
71.
OSWESTRY HEALTH GROUP


RESOLVED to note, for information, report on a meeting of the Oswestry Health Group as held on the 16th September 2011.

72.
THE 2013 REVIEW OF PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCIES IN ENGLAND


Letter received from the Review Co-ordinator of the Boundary Commission for England, confirming that the Boundary Commission published on the 13th September its initial proposals for new Parliamentary constituencies in England.  Consultation would be taking place until the 5th December 2011.

The West Midlands region has been allocated 54 constituencies – a 
reduction of five from the current arrangement. The proposals leave ten of 
the 59 existing constituencies unchanged.


In Shropshire, and Telford and Wrekin, two of the five existing 
constituencies are unchanged and in Worcestershire two of the six 
existing constituencies are unaltered.


A proposal has been made for one constituency which contains electors 
from both Shropshire and Herefordshire, which includes the towns of 
Ludlow and Leominster.  Another constituency contains electors from both 
Herefordshire and Worcestershire, combining the towns of Ledbury and 
Great Malvern.

The Boundary Commission is looking to stimulate public interest and 
welcome written feedback as well as oral contributions at each of the 36 
public hearings that are being conducted.

RESOLVED to thank the Boundary Commission for the opportunity to contribute and, on this basis, to endorse the outcome as suggested that the North Shropshire Constituency Boundary should remain as existing.
73.
NALC CONFERENCE – COMMUNITIES IN ACTION


RESOLVED to note a report from the Mayor and Town Clerk on the NALC Conference – Communities in Action held on the 22nd September 2011.
74.
BBC RADIO SHROPSHIRE – DELIVERING QUALITY


Email from Tim Beech, Managing Director of BBC Radio Shropshire, in 
terms of the local broadcasting implications of the BBC’s Delivering 
Quality First proposals.


RESOLVED to support the campaign and to write to the BBC confirming 
that BBC Radio Shropshire has proven itself as a valued local community 
radio station providing an invaluable local source of information and news.  
On this basis to urge that the BBC revisit its proposals and attempt to 
protect local radios such as Shropshire and beyond for as long as 
possible.
75.
OPEN PUBLIC SERVICES WHITE PAPER – A SUMMARY


RESOLVED to note, for information, a summary document that had been 
produced by ACEVO in terms of the Open Public Services White Paper.

76.
NALC LARGER COUNCILS’ CONFERENCE & EXHIBITION 
(NEIGHBOURING PLACES) – 30TH NOVEMBER 2011


Invitation from NALC to appoint representatives to attend a Larger 
Councils’ Conference & Exhibition (Neighbouring Places) – 30th November 
2011, Royal National Hotel, London, with a delegate fee of £180.


RESOLVED the Chairman of Finance & General Purposes Committee 
and the Town Clerk attend.
77.
SOLDIERS OF OSWESTRY


Letter from Paul Ridgley, Association of Friends of the Waterloo 
Committee.


In summary, the Crimean War Research Society and the Association of 
the Friends of the Waterloo Committee have over a number of years 
carried out long and painstaking research to identify the records of soldiers 
who fought in the Peninsular War, the Waterloo Campaign and the 
Crimean War.


The aim is to provide a memorial to these soldiers within a suitable public 
place within the town.


RESOLVED to acknowledge the aspiration to site a memorial in a public 
place, possibly being Cae Glas Park, and to record interest in the project 
on a no cost basis.  On this premise, the writer to be invited to provide a 
presentation to the Council to clarify the type of memorial, the form of 
dedication and inclusions in relation to Oswestry alongside budget costs 
and potential funding sources.
78.
FOOTFALL


Update report from the Facilities Manager on a meeting of Footfall as held 
on the 4th October 2011.


RESOLVED the information be noted.

79.
COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW


RESOLVED to submit the draft response, as agreed at the earlier
Community Governance Review, to Shropshire Council following the 
Seminar as held.
80.
LEARNDIRECT AT QUBE

It was reported that the action by the Town Council had been seen as positive and the contract for Learndirect had been reinstated at a value of some £200k.


RESOLVED to note the update and to confirm the Council’s financial 
support utilising the Power of Well Being and recognising that the 
safeguards, as requested, had been provided.
81.
DATA PROTECTION


RESOLVED to note, for information, Legal Topic Note 38 from NALC 
reviewing the advice regarding Data Protection.


Further RESOLVED that a refresh training session be arranged, if 
possible utilising Shropshire Council, and this to be offered to the 
membership of the Oswestry Area Committee.
82.
WALKERS ARE WELCOME


RESOLVED to note, for information, a report on a meeting of the Walkers 
are Welcome as held on the 11th October 2011.

83.
PUBLIC CONSULTATION TO THE PROPOSED RESTRUCTURING OF 
MIDLANDS REGIONAL FLOOD & COASTAL COMMITTEE


Letter from the Flood and Water Manager, Environment, Shropshire 
Council, confirming that the current Severn Trent Regional Flood & 
Coastal Committee (RFCC) decided unanimously at their meeting in July 
2011 to consult the public on a proposal to restructure the RFCC in 
Midlands into two new Committees based on the English Severn and Wye 
catchments, and the Trent catchment.


The public consultation runs until the 21st November 2011.  The primary 
driver for this proposed change is the direct and complete representation 
of each Lead Local Flood Authority within the RFCC structure and the 
opportunities it will afford to involve local communities in the decision 
making processes on Flood Risk Management in the Midlands.


RESOLVED the report be noted.
84.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

In view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting and they be asked to withdraw.

Councillor J.G. Jones


Chairman
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