FGP/06/11
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes on a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 12th December 2011 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber, the Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley



Councillors M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, 



Mrs A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, 





Mrs. E. Channon, P.A. Cherrington, Miss B.Y. Gull, 



S. Haworth, V. Hunt, J.G. Jones, D.P. Milner, S. Rainey, 



and C. Schofield.

In the Chair: 
Councillor J. G. Jones
In attendance: 
David Preston, Town Clerk



One Member of the Public

89.
PUBLIC SESSION


RESOLVED to note that no questions were lodged by the member of the public in attendance.
90.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from:

Councillor R. Hoseason – work commitments 

Councillor W.O Jones - illness

Councillor Mrs. V. Schofield – business commitments
RESOLVED the above apologies be accepted.

91.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on:

24th October 2011

-
FGP/05/11

Were confirmed and signed.

92.
NHS PATHWAYS MEETING


Daren Fradgley, Head of Performance Improvement, West Midlands 
Ambulance Service NHS Trust, and David Crashley, Director of Service 
Lead, were in attendance to take up the invitation from the Town Council 
to give a presentation on how the NHS Pathway operates. 

Daren Fradgley explained that there are now three assessments for 999 
calls, however, the assurance was given that with any life threatening 
symptoms then an immediate response is made.  The process assesses 
the full needs of patient in terms of capacity, location, time and clinical 
lead.  The aim is to ensure that patients go to the right place first time and 
all of the time thereby looking to improve the patient journey and 
experience and making better use of the available resources.  As a result 
the cost base for assessment and referral to care is much improved and 
inappropriate ambulance journeys are avoided.  Pathway has been piloted 
across the UK.  The West Midlands is the fifth of eleven regions to go live 
and an academic evaluation has been undertaken by three Universities 
and support is provided by the BMA and the Royal College.

A lively series of questions and answers took place with the assurance that Pathway is not a cost saving exercise and a further assurance was given of no reduction of ambulance cover for the area.

93.
BBC RADIO SHROPSHIRE


Tim Beech, Managing Editor, BBC Radio Shropshire, and Eric Smith, 
Presenter, were in attendance to discuss the proposed cuts to the BBC 
budget and provide an update on 
the implications regarding the impact 
upon BBC Radio Shropshire.  

In summary, Radio Shropshire needs to make a 20% reduction in its staffing budget and this equates to 8.2 jobs and the loss of around 35 hours of Shropshire generated programmes per week.  Information was provided on the BBC spend on national/local radio per head of population and also the Shropshire marketplace in terms of how many people listen to each radio station in a week.  It was also explained that from January 2012 no FM broadcasts from Shropshire will apply except for Radio Shropshire and all local radio will probably disappear.  It was explained that there were nine days remaining for the consultation period on the BBC Delivering Quality First consultation and grateful thanks were extended by Tim Beech for the support that had been offered to date by the Town Council. 


After considerable discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To formally write to Owen Paterson MP asking for a summary of his response to the consultation;

· To send a further letter, if appropriate, to the BBC reiterating the Council’s view points as previously expressed.
94.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
Councillor M.E. Chamberlain declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 13 – Oswestry Health Group in respect of the Audiological Suite as a user of this service.
95.
MONEY MARKET


RESOLVED to note report, TC/2375/11, from the Finance Officer on 
Investment Income for the period up to 7th December 2011.
96.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME & EXPENDITURE 


RESOLVED to adopt report, TC/2376/11, from the Finance Officer in the 
form of an Analysis of Actual Income and Expenditure compared to 
Estimated to the 30th November 2011.
97.
SUNDRY CREDITORS

RESOLVED to adopt the below Statements of Accounts approved for payment by The Chairman/Vice-Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee:


SC/351/11         2nd November 2011

SC/352/11         16th November 2011
98.
OSWESTRY AREA COMMITTEE
RESOLVED to note a report on a meeting of the Oswestry Area Committee as held on the 28th September 2011 and also to acknowledge the successful relaunch of the Oswestry Area Committee by theTown Council after a moribund period of many months.
99.
CHAIRMAN/CLERKS GROUP


For information, report on the reformed Chairman/Clerks Group of local councils in the former Oswestry Borough Council area as held on the 19th October 2011.


RESOLVED the report be noted.
100.
OSWESTRY HEALTH GROUP

a) Report on the Oswestry Health Group held on the 2nd December 2011.
RESOLVED the report be adopted.

In addition the Town Council had offered £35k by using the Power of Well Being to provide for the provision of an Audiological Suite at the new Oswestry Health Centre.  Due to various delays the matter had been brought to the attention of the Rt. Hon. Owen Paterson MP and also the Oswestry Health Group, and a copy letter from Darren McHale of The Shrewsbury and Telford Hospital NHS Trust was provided in response.

After discussion it was RESOLVED that the Council make representative 
to Owen Paterson MP asking him to follow on the concerns to the Health 
Minister seeking clarification as to why the Audiological Services are still to 
be transferred when the Town Council is meeting the capital cost and how 
the suggested daily fee is justified that is ultimately a movement of public 
funds.  The letter also to question what benefit there will be to the public 
by empty facilities if it is too costly to put services into a facility that has 
already received substantial external funding.
101.
ALC – AGM AND CONFERENCE


Report on the AGM and Conference of ALC as held on the 5th November 
2011.


RESOLVED report TC/2378/11 be noted.
102.
NALC “NEIGHBOURING PLACES” LARGER COUNCILS 
CONFERENCE


Report from the Town Clerk on the NALC “Neighbouring Places” Larger 
Councils Conference as held on the 30th November 2011.


RESOLVED the report, TC/2380/11, be noted.

103.
OSWESTRY REGENERATION FORUM


Report on a meeting of the Forum in terms of the provision of updates as 
held on 18th October 2011.


RESOLVED the report be noted.

It was further RESOLVED that the Council’s representatives to the 
Oswestry Regeneration Forum will be:


Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley


Councillor Mrs. E. Channon


Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull


Councillor P.A. Cherrington


Councillor J.G. Jones


Councillor S. Rainey
104.
SUPERFAST BROADBAND


Report on a meeting between representatives of Shropshire Council, the Town Clerk and the Regional Partnership Director, BT Group, concerning the introduction of Superfast Broadband to Oswestry.


RESOLVED report TC/2379/11 be noted.
105.
KINOKULTURE - MARKET TOWNS REVITALISATION PROGRAMME 

Report from the Facilities Manager on a funding bid from Kinokulture to provide enhanced IT/sound systems for the Attfield Theatre at the Guildhall.


After discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To adopt report TC/2377/11;
· To accede to the request to be the custodian of the equipment at no cost or risk to the Council.
106.
COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW


Report on a Town Council Seminar as held on the 23rd November 2011.


RESOLVED report be adopted.

107.
SMALL GRANTS SCHEME – FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE


Consideration of a request for financial assistance from Shropshire County Bowling Association and Oswestry Bowling League.


After discussion it was RESOLVED to defer the request and invite the applicant to contact Councillor D.P. Milner in terms of a meeting to ascertain the cost of the project, the aim of the project, the outcomes expected in terms of finance and the time scale.  The matter then to be considered further by the Finance & General Purposes Committee.
108.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

In view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting and they be asked to withdraw.
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