FGP/125/09
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday, 21st September, 2009 following the meeting of the Development and Planning Committee in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. D. Barrow, M. Bennett, 
Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. E. Channon, 
P.A. Cherrington, J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, 
A.P.D. Hannagan, Mrs. C. Hawksley, J.G. Jones, 

W.O. Jones and C. Schofield. 

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk


In the Chair:  Councillor J.G. Jones

392.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor R. Hoseason – work commitments, W.S. Keable – family commitments, Councillor M. Benyon – holiday, Councillor

W. Benyon – Shropshire Council.

393.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Declarations of personal or prejudicial interest of any item included on the agenda was declared in accordance with Sections 50-52,  Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 21 – Impetus -Oswestry Borderland Tourism Ltd. – as the Council’s representative to the association.
394.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on 8th June, FGP/124/09, were confirmed and signed.

395.
MONEY MARKET
RESOLVED to adopt a report from the Finance Officer on Investment Income for the period up to August 2009, TC/1932/09
396.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
RESOLVED to adopt Report TC/1933/09 from the Finance Officer in the form of an Analysis of Actual Income and Expenditure to the 31st August, 2009.

397.
SUNDRY CREDITORS
RESOLVED to adopt the below Statements of Accounts approved for payment by The Chairman/Vice-Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee:

1st June, 2009 


-
SC/294/09

15th June, 2009 


-
SC/295/09

1st July, 2009 


-
SC/296/09

15th July, 2009 


-
SC/297/09

31st July, 2009 


-
SC/298/09

17th August, 2009 


-
SC/299/09

2nd September, 2009 

-
SC/300/09

398.
VAT: OFF STREET CAR PARKING PROVIDED BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES

Letter from HM Revenue and Customs about the VAT treatment of income related to off street car parking provided by local authorities.


RESOLVED the information be noted.
399.
NABMA ANNUAL ACCOUNTS
Letter from the Chief Executive, NABMA, giving the Association’s appreciation of the Finance Officer’s work on the accounts.

RESOLVED to note with pleasure.

400.
SALC – EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING – 25TH JULY 2009 
RESOLVED that the report from Councillor M. Bennett on the SALC 

EGM as held at The Shirehall on the 25th July, 2009, together with the

report from the Town Clerk on a meeting with the Leader of Shropshire Council held on the 8th September, 2009 be considered in private session due to the confidential information to be disclosed.

401.
SMALL GRANT SCHEME

Request from No Panic for a grant under the above scheme.

RESOLVED to defer the matter and to enquire as to the number of persons from the town area that receive support to enable the Town Council to satisfy its legislative powers and the matter to be considered at a further meeting, alongside the accounts of the organisation.

402.
‘PUTTING PEOPLE FIRST’ – NALC ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND EXHIBITION 

Report from the Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee and the Town Clerk on the NALC Annual Conference and Exhibition, 4th-5th September 2009.

RESOLVED the comprehensive report TC/1949/09 be noted with thanks to the Town Clerk and Councillor J.G. Jones for their attendance.

403.
DISPLAY CABINETS – GUILDHALL

Oswestry Borough Council before its winding up provided a payment of £3,000 for the purchase of display cases for artefacts belonging to both Councils.  Despite a meeting with the Property Services Manager of the former Borough Council, no artefacts had been transferred across.  

The Council was asked to authorise the purchase of two cabinets on the design as previously recommended, one to be sited in the Council Chamber and one to be sited in the entrance hall to the Guildhall.
RESOLVED to purchase the cabinets and also to provide alternative seating for the reception area of the Guildhall.

It was further RESOLVED to invite the Task and Finish Group, as appointed, to review the displays in the Council Chamber and Ante Room and proceed with the changes.

404.
EMPLOYMENT LAW SERVICE AND HR SUPPORT SERVICES

The Council had recently met with Ellis Whittam looking at a support package that could be provided.  The Town Clerk had pursued this matter with Shropshire Council and Members were advised that an alternative proposal would be produced by Shropshire Council following a meeting to be held during early October 2009.

RESOLVED the information be noted.

405.
FINAL ACCOUNTS 2008/09
The Audit of the 2008/09 Final Accounts had been completed that afternoon.  The District Auditor had produced a draft  report on the audit which the Council must consider before the end of September.  The report was produced on the afternoon of the Finance and General Purposes meeting.  After discussion, it was RESOLVED 

· To adopt the draft report but to express total dissatisfaction at the lateness of the document on the basis of the cost of the service.

· To accept the recommendations as the Council cannot risk a qualified opinion by inviting report back from Officers.

· To delegate authority to the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, RFO and Town Clerk to implement the action plan.

· To indicate that such late delivery and lack of opportunity for discussion or challenge does not provide for good governance that the Audit Commission itself is promoting.

· To establish the level of revaluations required on the basis of commensurate cost to the Council.

· As a Band C council and with the new European Regulations, that for 2010/11 as part of the audit fee the Council to request a presentation of the audit report to ensure good governance and active participation by elected Members as required by the Commission.

406.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

