FGP/02/11
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 13th June 2011 following the meeting of Oswestry Town Council at the Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley.

Councillors M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, 


P.A. Cherrington, Miss B.Y. Gull, R. Hoseason, 

V. Hunt, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones, D.P. Milner and C Schofield


In the Chair: 
Councillor J.G. Jones

In attendance: 
David Preston, Town Clerk

4.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from: 

Councillor Mrs. E. Channon – holiday

Councillor S. Rainey – alternative meeting

Councillor Mrs. V. Schofield - illness
 RESOLVED the apologies be accepted.
5.
PUBLIC SESSION


RESOLVED to note that no member of the public in attendance asked questions.
6.
MUSEUM FOR OSWESTRY

Mark Hignett, member of the Oswestry Heritage Forum Steering Group, was in attendance to provide a presentation on the possibility of providing a museum for Oswestry linking with the Town Council and its accommodation.

A copy of the Oswestry Heritage Forum Steering Group report was presented.  It was explained that the call for a museum for Oswestry was claimed by the Oswestry Heritage Forum some eighteen months ago.  It had been agreed to explore the possibilities, a Heritage Open Day had been run in September 2010 and a lot of work had been on the need for a museum following the significant interest from both town and its visitors.  A working draft was now completed and a group of four people had been appointed to take the project to the business plan stage.  A list of collections is available subject to display facilities from both private individuals and organisations.  The focus on the museum will be on three areas; firstly the town itself, secondly a time-line depicting the history of Oswestry and thirdly a rotational display based around activities or events in the town.

It was stressed that the support of the Town Council was important.   A number of volunteers were committed and various properties had been looked at but the Guildhall offers the best potential, acknowledging its central location to visitor attractions and car parking.  No cash input is required from the Town Council.  It will be a standalone project from day one and it is anticipated that an application for registered charitable status will be dealt with in two weeks.  In terms of funding, then sustainability will be built into the business plan.  The aim is to go for five or six small grant schemes however an address is essential.  Registration will take place with the Association of Independent Museums that can also attract grants and offer charity status.  At this stage Mr Hignett was, following a question and answer session, thanked for his presentation and members agreed to discuss the matter later in the meeting.
7.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.


No declarations of interest were declared.

8.
MINUTES
Minutes of meetings held on:

4th April 2011
-
FGP/08/11

16th May 2011
-
FGP/01/11

were confirmed and signed.

9.
MONEY MARKET ANALYSIS

RESOLVED to note a report from the Finance Officer on Money Market Analysis to 31st May 2011, TC/2258/11.
10.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME & EXPENDITURE 

Report from the Finance Officer on the Analysis of Actual Income and Expenditure to 31st May 2011.


RESOLVED the report TC/2259/11 be noted.

With regard to the contract in respect of town centre bollards, then it 
was further RESOLVED to ask for payment and, whilst recognising 
elements of the town centre had been closed for certain periods, 
additional work had been undertaken on a regular basis on the Bailey 
Head by the Council.
11.
HSBC CARD PROCESSING FACILITY
Report from the Finance Officer on installing a HSBC Card Processing facility in the Guildhall.

RESOLVED report TC/2260/11 be adopted and the Council proceed to providing a card processing facility and this to be offered to the Attfield Theatre with a relevant booking fee.
12.
SUNDRY CREDITORS

RESOLVED to adopt the below Statements of Accounts approved for payment by The Chairman/Vice-Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee:

14th March 2011

SC/336/11

1st April 2011

SC/337/11

13th April 2011

SC/338/11

4th May 2011


SC/339/11

13th May 2011

SC/340/11

1st June 2011

SC/341/11

13.
ALC – SUBSCRIPTION 2011/12

RESOLVED to confirm membership of the Association for 2011/12 at a 
cost of £1818.
14.
NALC - E-BULLETIN


RESOLVED to note for information the NALC E-bulletin for May 2011.

15.
NALC – LOCAL COUNCILS AND 2011/12 BAND D LEVELS

RESOLVED to note for information a report from the Policy and Development Manager, NALC, on Band D financial information.

16.
NALC - PROPOSALS TO INTRODUCE A COMMUNITY RIGHT TO CHALLENGE


RESOLVED to note for information a response from NALC to the Department for Communities and Local Government on proposals to introduce a community right to challenge.

17.
NALC – PROPOSALS TO INTRODUCE A COMMUNITY RIGHT TO BUY – ASSETS OF COMMUNITY VALUE


RESOLVED to note for information a response from NALC to the Department for Communities and Local Government on proposals to introduce a community right to buy – assets of community value.

18.
NALC – FUTURE CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES


Letter for information from the Chairman of NALC, Councillor Michael Chater, to Members of the National Council and County Association Chairs.


RESOLVED the information be noted.

It was further RESOLVED to invite ALC in Shropshire to indicate and share their contribution to the consultation exercise that has taken place.
19.
THE LOCALISM BILL - NALC


Update from NALC in terms of a policy briefing on the Localism Bill.


RESOLVED the update be noted.
20.
ARE WE READY FOR LOCALISM?

Invitation from the Community Council of Shropshire and ALC to appoint delegates to attend a one day conference exploring aspects of the Localism Bill and the steps needed to create the conditions for localism to work in Shropshire and Telford and Wrekin.


RESOLVED the Town Clerk and Councillor D.P. Milner attend, 
acknowledging the delegate fee of £15 per person.
21.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING – OSWESTRY


Report from the Town Clerk on a meeting with representative officers of Shropshire Council on the 6th June 2011 looking towards the progression of neighbourhood planning for Oswestry.


RESOLVED report TC/2263/11 be noted for information purposes.  Also to recognise that Jake Berriman will be speaking to the next meeting of the Council, however, dialogue to be arranged between the Town Council itself and its Shropshire Councillors looking at the process and implications of the awarding of Vanguard status.
22.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT IN HEALTH ACT 2007 – NOTICE OF GOVERNANCE REVIEW


RESOLVED to note a letter from Shropshire Council confirming that it is to undertake a review of the parish boundaries and the electoral arrangements including the provision of Town Council Wards and allocated number of Town Councillors for Oswestry.  The review document sets out the issues which the Council is obliged to consider as part of the review and upon which the Town Council is invited to submit any proposals or comments.  Comments are required by the 15th September 2011.


RESOLVED that through a further seminar the Council will consider its more detailed response to the consultation in terms of electoral structure and electors in wards and the future number of Councillors for the Council itself.  An invitation to be extended to the Corporate Governance team at Shirehall to facilitate this further debate.

23.
ASSOCIATION OF LARGER COUNCILS – LARGER COUNCILS FORUM


RESOLVED to note for information minutes of the meeting of the ALC Larger Councils Forum as held on 19th April 2011 at Oswestry.
24.
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL AUDIT SERVICES – AUDIT REPORT ON OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL CORPORATE GOVERNANCE 2010/11


RESOLVED to note a report from the Town Clerk that required certain areas in respect of Freedom of Information to be updated and revised.  


After discussion it was RESOLVED report TC/2264/11, together with its recommendations, be formally adopted.
25.
TOWN COUNCIL WEBSITE


The Town Clerk had approached a number of companies regarding an upgrade of the Town Council website.  A template had been provided, giving an outline indication of requirements for costing purposes.


The Finance & General Purposes Committee was therefore asked to agree a process to finalise the website as interviews may be necessary with certain companies and input into the final design and layout would be helpful.


After discussion it was RESOLVED that a Task & Finish Group be established to look at a refresh of the Town Council website bringing both costings and proposals to the Finance & General Purposes Committee.  The Membership to comprise of Councillors M. Bennett, R. Hoseason, P.A. Cherrington, J.G. Gareth, D.P Milner and the Mayor.
26.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

In view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting and they be asked to withdraw.
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