

FGP/127/09
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday, 14th December, 2009 in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain,

Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, 

Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. E. Channon, J.R. Evans, 

Miss B.Y. Gull, A.P.D. Hannagan, Mrs. C. Hawksley, 

R. Hoseason, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones and C. Schofield.

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk

In the Chair:  Councillor J.G. Jones.
428.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor M. Benyon  – illness, Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow - illness, Councillor P.A. Cherrington – illness and Councillor W.S. Keable – illness.
429.
PUBLIC SESSION

No members of the public were in attendance to ask questions.

430.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Declarations of personal or prejudicial interest of any item included on the agenda was declared in accordance with Sections 50-52,  Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
Councillors W.O. Jones, The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain and Councillor Mrs. E. Channon declared a personal interest in agenda item 15 – Oswestry Twinning on the basis of their Membership of the Association.

Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 23  - MMRT Limited - Oswestry Borderland Tourism Limited on the basis of her Membership of the Association.

Councillor Mrs M.E. Chamberlain declared a personal interest in agenda item 23 - MMRT Limited - Oswestry Borderland Tourism Limited as the Council’s representative.
431.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting as held on 26th October, 2009 FGP/126/09 were confirmed and signed.

432.
MONEY MARKET
RESOLVED to adopt a report on Investment Income for the period up to November 2009 -TC/1989/09.
433.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
RESOLVED to adopt a report on Actual Income and Expenditure to the 30th November, 2009, TC/1990/09.
434.
SUNDRY CREDITORS
RESOLVED to adopt the below Statements of Accounts approved for payment by The Chairman/Vice-Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee:

20th October, 2009 

-
SC/303/09
2nd November, 2009 
-
SC/304/09

13th November, 2009 
-
SC/305/09

435.
NEW ACCOUNTING STANDARDS (FRSSE)
Report from the Finance Officer on the SLCC meeting in London as held on the 24th November, 2009 - TC/1991/09.

RESOLVED the report be adopted.
436.
COUNTER FRAUD AND CORRUPTION STRATEGY
RESOLVED to formally adopt a Counter Fraud and Corruption Strategy as required by Audit – TC/1995/09.
437.
ANNUAL AUDIT LETTER
Letter from the Audit Commission summarising the findings from the 2008/09 audit.

RESOLVED that the letter be noted and accepted.

438.
COUNCIL CHAMBER CLOCK
Newgate Clocks had offered the Council a gift of a clock for the Council Chamber.  

RESOLVED TC/1996/09 be adopted.  

It was further RESOLVED that a sincere vote of thanks be recorded to Newgate Clocks and the Council to invite 3 sample clocks to be provided for consideration.
439.
SHROPSHIRE PARTNERSHIP – SHROPSHIRE’S COMMUNITY STRATEGY 2010-2020

Letter from the Chair of the Shropshire Partnership providing a copy of the ‘Highlights’ document which accompanies the forthcoming final draft of Shropshire’s Community Strategy 2010-2020.

Key messages from the recent consultation include:

· The Strategy should focus on the needs of older people as well as younger people.

· The Strategy must reflect the diversity of Shropshire.

· People want to feel safe as well as be safe.

· Community resilience is crucial for the future of Shropshire.

· The Strategy must be tougher about the causes and effects of climate change and be sustainable into the longer term.

· There should be further consultation on the draft strategy.

Councillor A. Hannagan declared a personal interest in this matter as a Member of the Partnership.

After discussion it was agreed that the Town Clerk be asked to consider drafting a submission for consideration by Members and it was 

RESOLVED to invite George Candler, Shropshire Council to attend a meeting with the Town Council to talk about the Local Joint Committee, the Town Council influence into it, or lack of, and to challenge how local Councils can make a meaningful contribution to future Shropshire Council policy and strategies.

440. PROPOSED ELECTION FEES FOR PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS
Letter from Head of Democratic Services, Legal and Democratic Services, Shropshire Council, outlining decisions following recent consultation.

RESOLVED the letter be noted and to confirm that the Town Council would not expect the fees as outlined to rise with Shropshire Council inflation annual rates but to remain fixed for the full Council period.
441.
OSWESTRY TWINNING – 30 YEARS
Letter from David Davies, Oswestry Twinning Association, confirming that Oswestry and Combs la Ville will be celebrating their 30th Anniversary of official twinning in 2010.  The Town Council was asked to consider the possibility of a grant towards the cost of the anniversary.

Councillor W.O. Jones declared a prejudicial interest and left the room taking no part in discussion or voting.

After discussion it was RESOLVED that the Mayor would arrange a reception during the event and that the Council would provide a grant of £250 towards the activities as outlined.
442.
INVITATION TO THE SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL’S BUDGET CONSULTATION

Letter from the Director of Resources, Shropshire Council, confirming that two consultation meetings on the budget were taking place at Shirehall on the 18th December and 14th January.  The meetings will provide an opportunity for discussion and debate.
RESOLVED that any interested Members be invited to attend.
443.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

