







FGP/122/09

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday, 30th March, 2009 at the conclusion of the Council meeting in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.
PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor J.G. Jones)

Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. D. Barrow, K.R. Barrow, 

M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, Mrs. E. Channon, P.A. Cherrington,

J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, W.O. Jones, W.S. Keable and C. Schofield.

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk.

356.
APOLOGIES

RESOLVED to note that there were no apologies.

357.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

RESOLVED no declarations of interest were expressed.

358.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on Monday, 23rd February, 2009, FGP/121/09, were confirmed and signed.

359.
MONEY MARKET
RESOLVED to note a report on Investment Income for the period up to April 2009, TC/1872/09
360.
SUNDRY CREDITORS
RESOLVED to adopt the below Statements of Accounts approved for payment by The Chairman/Vice-Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee:

13th February, 2009 

-
SC/288/09
4th March, 2009 


-
SC/289/09
361.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 

RESOLVED to adopt a report from the Finance Officer in the form of an Analysis of Actual Income and Expenditure to 23rd March 2009, TC/1873/09.
Further RESOLVED an expression of thanks to be recorded to the Finance Officer for the analysis.
362.
OSWESTRY YOUTH MUSIC FESTIVAL

Following a request for information concerning finance, Councillor W. Benyon suggested that perhaps a value for money issue applies around the Youth Music Festival and therefore discussion on the 2010 event was invited.  After discussion, it was RESOLVED
· To reaffirm support and funding for the Festival for 2010 but to agree to attempt to secure support and involvement from the Marches School to make the Festival even more successful and more locally focused.  All marketing and promotion therefore to be reviewed by the LA Sub-Committee.  

· In addition a request to be made for a meeting with the Marches School to be attended by the Chairman to promote the Festival.

363.
SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS
Letter from the President of SALC responding to this Council’s concerns.

RESOLVED the letter be noted.

With regard to an update from Council representatives on the constitutional changes at SALC and recent announcements relating to future funding of the Association, then due to the sensitivity of the information involved, it was

RESOLVED the matter be referred to private session.
364. 
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL – AUDIT FEES
Letter from Owen Paterson MP providing a response from the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State, Communities and Local Government following representations made concerning Audit Fees.


RESOLVED the position be noted.

365.
UTILITIES: GAS AND ELECTRICITY
Letter from the Audit Manager, Shropshire County Council concerning this Council’s intention regarding entering into a contract with West Mercia Supplies and, in addition, an update from the Finance Officer on recent discussions concerning the Councils accounts.  After debate, it was RESOLVED 

· To note the letter from the Audit Manager.

· To acknowledge the update report, TC/1876/09.
· To suspend all financial regulations to enter into the contract with West Mercia Supplies and this to be entered into at the appropriate time.

· To review all financial regulations from April 2009.
366.
NORTHERN AREA PARTNERSHIP
RESOLVED to note that Councillor M. Bennett is the representative of SALC through the Larger Councils in Northern Shropshire upon the Partnership.

It was further RESOLVED to acknowledge his update on meetings and delivery groups in respect of events attended.

367.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

