DPC/68/09
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Development and Planning Committee held on Monday, 7th September, 2009 at 7.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain)

Councillors Mrs. D. Barrow, M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, 

W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. E. Channon, 
P.A. Cherrington, J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, A.P.D. Hannagan, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones 

and C. Schofield. 

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk



    8 members of the public
In the Chair:  Councillor W. Benyon
1. QUESTIONS
Between 7.00 p.m. and 7.15 p.m. members of the public were invited to question the Council on local issues.  Questions to be answered by The Mayor, Chairmen of Standing Committees of the Town Clerk.

Mr. Peter Lloyd attended, together with representatives of Oswestry residents, to raise specific questions relating to the modernisation of the Central Car Park.  The questions focused on investigations into the installation of up to date management systems for the car park, timeframe, progress since 2007 on considering options to alter the exits and entrances to the Central Car Park to relieve environmental pressures on the neighbouring residential area and a question relating to highway consultants as employed.

The Town Clerk responded that significant discussions had taken place with various parking equipments invited, however the Council was not satisfied that the site could effectively be controlled by pay on foot management.  The current position was that due to current debates on the future of Oswestry and the fact that the equipment still functions well, then the Council has agreed to continue to use it and replace on a like for like basis upon any breakdown.  It was also highlighted that it was intended that County Council would review the Central Car Park arrangements but this did not happen.  In addition, to the disappointment of the Town Council, the former joint member group between County, Town and Borough Councils was never reinstated that was the major outcome required from Minute 365/2007 as referred to.  Finally, it was pointed out that the Council had never employed any consultants in respect of the Central Car Park.
2.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor F.D. Aldridge – holidays, W.S. Keable – family commitments.

RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.

3.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.


RESOLVED
Councillor M. Bennett and W. Benyon declared a personal interest in agenda item 9 – as members of the Northern Area Regulatory Planning Committee.  

Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain – agenda item 10 – personal interest as Vice-Chairman of Access Group.

Councillor R. Hoseason – agenda item 8 – Cambrian Heritage Railway – as the Town Council representative on the Trust.

Councillor W.O. Jones – agenda item 8 – Cambrian Heritage Railway – personal interest as representative of Town Council on the Trust.

4.
MIDDLETON ROAD/SALOP ROAD/ROFT STREET JUNCTION

The Leader of Shropshire Council, Councillor Keith Barrow, and Martin Allard, Head of Traffic and Safety, attended to discuss the current situation with regard to the Salop Road/Middleton Road traffic lights.

The attendance followed a meeting between the Town Clerk and Phil Crossland, the former Assistant Director, Strategic Highways and Transportation, Shropshire Council and resulting correspondence that confirmed “As we discussed, Shropshire Council are concerned about the current development proposals in Oswestry and potential for development on the Central Car Park and the fact that this may mean that we incur abortive expenditure.
We discussed the potential for whether some form of indemnity could be agreed between the Town Council and Shropshire Council which would mean that, should the development take place in the future on the Central car park, then the Town Council would refund the cost of the traffic signal works to Shropshire Council.

I have discussed this with colleagues and my members and regrettably we are still of the opinion that a decision on these traffic lights should not be made until the planning applications have been considered and determined.”

Councillor Barrow confirmed that in the view of Shropshire Council, underwriting by the Town Council will not solve the problem as whichever of the four current planning applications for development within the town centre receive consent, then each will have an impact on the junction.  Therefore, the developer may be asked to make a contribution to road/ highway improvements.  The Leader of Shropshire Council therefore considered it would be remiss to spend money at this junction at the present time and he stressed that any improvements were not going to happen until the planning applications had run their course.  The views were also expressed from Shropshire Council that the safety record of the junction was not that bad and that no injury accidents had occurred within the past five years.  In this case, Shropshire Council believe that it should focus resources on areas where a proven accident record exists to help drive down statistics.

After a full and frank discussion, it was RESOLVED
· To note that Shropshire Council will not undertake the improvements to the junction at this time but will review the matter when the planning decision is taken and therefore will commit to considering the matter further in the near future.

· That Shropshire Council will consider the siting of a pelican crossing to improve pedestrian safety at the junction and report back to the Town Council.

· That Shropshire Council will talk to the developer associated with Plas Ffynnon, looking to open the access to help improve traffic flows at the Middleton Road/Salop Road junction.

· That traffic flows in Roft Street are currently under review and that these will ideally be considered in conjunction with arrangements for access/egress from the Central Car Park with a report back to the Town Council to follow.

On behalf of the Town Council, Councillor Barrow and Martin Allard were sincerely thanked for their attendance and for the full and frank discussion that had ensued.
5.
MINUTES 

Minutes of a meeting held on the 1st June, 2009, DPC/67/09, were confirmed and signed.

6.
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK

Letter from the Policy Manager, Shropshire Council, requesting comments on the ‘Policy Directions’ document by the 2nd October, 2009.  After discussion, it was 

RESOLVED to ask the Policy Manager to come to an urgent meeting of the Development and Planning Committee or the Town Council itself, to discuss the matter and thereby enable the Town Council to then determine its resulting action and provide an informed response to this important process.
7.
WORKING BEYOND BOUNDARIES

Invitation from Shropshire Council to attend the ‘Working Beyond Boundaries’ event at Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury on Wednesday, 16th September, 2009.

RESOLV ED that, subject to availability, a member of staff be encouraged to attend.
8.
CAMBRIAN HERITAGE RAILWAYS

For information, report from the Cross Border Tourism Development Group on a meeting held on the 6th August, 2009.

RESOLVED the information be noted.

9.
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL – VARIOUS ISSUES

The Town Clerk had met with Phil Crossland, Assistant Director, Strategic Highways and Transportation, Shropshire Council before his departure from the authority.  

A summary of the key issues had been discussed at that meeting as raised by the Town Council.  The areas for discussion focused around

· Salop Road/Middleton Road traffic signals.

· Central Car Park access onto Salop Road.

· Castle Street, Oswestry – Ramped access to car park and pedestrian crossing.

· Upper Brook Street – Safer Routes to School Scheme.

· Bailey Head enhancement and market stalls on Bailey Street.

· Use of Festival Square for Farmers’ Market.

After discussions, it was RESOLVED
· To accept the offer from Shropshire Council Engineers to prepare layout options for access/egress arrangements from the Central Car Park to link in with design work currently undertaken at Roft Street/ Middleton Road.  This to be at no cost to the Town Council.

· With regard to Upper Brook Street and the safer routes to school, to note the comments and the fact that the Northern Regulatory Committee accepted the proposals.  A letter however to be sent expressing concern at the overgrown vegetation on the footpath and the dilapidated condition of the site and to request clearance as a priority.  Also to reiterate the view that the bottom crossing should be removed to recognise the wishes of residents, the school and the Town Council and therefore to welcome the review programmed in six months that the Town Council would wish to be a participant within.

· With regard to Castle Street, to welcome the design package at this time at no cost to the Town Council that will influence the funding package that is overall needed and then can be considered in future Town Council capital programmes within possible partnership ventures.
10.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
To consider a schedule of planning applications PA/97/09.
Application 09/01396/FUL – Installation of new shop front to include external shutters – 7 Bailey Street, Oswestry.
RESOLVED to request that work is in keeping with Conservation Area standards and the existing policy on shutters.

Application 09/02202/FUL – Oaklands Rest Home, Weston Lane, Oswestry

RESOLVED to reject the application on the basis of the site history and the lack of current information to support the renewed application.

Application 09/01393/LBC – Application under Section 73a of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for internal and external alterations including demolition and rebuilding of a wall affecting a Grade II Listed building (part retrospective) – 7/9 Chapel Street, Oswestry.

RESOLVED to acknowledge that all works recognise the importance of building within the Conservation Area and that internal and external features are not removed.  In addition, all improvements should enhance the property and that rebuild necessary is in keeping or sympathetic to existing standards and design and materials.

Application 09/01400/FUL – Change of use from A1 (retail and storage) to A1 (retail and storage) with 4 No. residential units above and 1 residential unit on the ground floor following part demolition of existing building – 16 Cross Street, Oswestry .

RESOLVED to welcome residential provision within the town centre.

Application 09/01818/FUL – Erection of a single storey side extension and two storey side extension following demolition of existing conservatory, garage, store and shed – ‘Eastgate’, Morda Close, Oswestry.

RESOLVED to oppose the application expressing concern at the increase of the size of the property that is believed to constitute over intensification of development.

11.
NEW PLANNING SCHEDULES – RESPONSE

Some concerns have been voiced by Members that the Town Council needs to play a greater role within planning consultation.  
Members were invited to discuss the current position after the first period of operation of Shropshire Council and consider what policy decisions are necessary.  After discussion, it was RESOLVED 

· To acknowledge decisions as taken at the last meeting in terms of Council/Committee/Seminars.  

· In addition, new Officer posts to be required to provide a focus to assist on gaining planning information in advance of meetings.

· To review arrangements during the next year.

· To vigorously pursue detailed planning training.
12.
MARKET TOWN COUNCILS  MEETING

RESOLVED to note a letter from the Town Clerk to representatives of Ellesmere, Whitchurch, Market Drayton and Wem Town Councils following the agreement of Tom McCabe, Director of Development Services,                                       Shropshire Council to attend a round table meeting to discuss various issues.

13.
PROPOSED ELECTORAL FEES FOR PARISH AND TOWN 
COUNCILS

Letter from Richard Thomas, Democratic Services Manager, Shropshire Council setting out a consultation proposal in respect of future electoral fees for parish and town councils.  Comments were invited.

RESOLVED 

· To express the view that double charging should be removed where certain aspects of the service and charging, such as services of Returning Officer, are already met.

· As a general principle, Shropshire Council to be asked to meet all election costs of parish and town councils to promote local democracy and enable local parish and town councils to vigorously pursue Quality status to improve overall sector standards and grass roots level of representation and effectiveness.

· That in the event of an election in any ward or parish that Shropshire Council should clearly display and promote the relevant election within public places in the area that it takes place.

14.
OSWALDS WELL, UPPER BROOK STREET

Letter from the Principal Engineer, Shropshire Council, relating to the above scheme.

RESOLVED the correspondence be noted.

15.
SPEED MANAGEMENT STRATEGY – CONSULTATION ON VEHICLE ACTIVATED SIGNS POLICY

Letter from the Head of Transportation, Shropshire Council relating to the above.  
RESOLVED to note and support the strategy but any implementation costs not to be met by the Town Council.
16.
PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE WAITING RESTRICTIONS AROUND THE ENTRANCE TO THE MILE OAK INDUSTRIAL ESTATE IN OSWESTRY

Letter from the Team Leader, Traffic Management and Regulation Team, Shropshire Council relating to the above.

RESOLVED the correspondence be noted and the Town Council to monitor the review of the scheme with the Development and Planning Committee to discuss further at an appropriate opportunity.

17.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

