       DPC/65/09
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a special meeting of the Development and Planning Committee held on Monday, 9th March, 2009 at 7.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
Councillors Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, 


Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, Mrs. E. Channon, J.R. Evans, 



Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R.W. Hoseason, W.O. Jones, 


W.S. Keable  and C. Schofield.

Also in attendance:  Tim Morris, Planning Officer: Forward Planning, OBC



   Dave Parker, Forward Planning Services Manager, OBC




   Maria Cantwell, Assistant Planning Officer, OBC

   The Town Clerk.

              In the Chair:  Councillor W. Benyon.

345.
APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from The Mayor, Councillor J.G. Jones -  alternative meeting, Councillor M. Bennett – alternative meeting, Councillor F.D. Aldridge – holidays, Councillor K.R. Barrow –  alternative meeting, Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow – illness.
RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.

346.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

RESOLVED no declarations of interest were recorded.

347.
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK FOR SHROPSHIRE: 
CONSULTATION – CORE STRATEGY ISSUES AND OPTIONS
      
A presentation was provided by the guests, acknowledging that the Local 
Development Framework is a folder of documents replacing the old style 
Local Plans.  They are special plans that integrate with other strategies 
and bringing infrastructure planning to the fore and early community 
involvement is necessary.  In terms of the new Council it will produce the 
Local Development Framework for Shropshire, the Community Strategy 
will provide guidance on priorities and the Town Council will be a key 
stakeholder.  Following a lengthy presentation, it was RESOLVED
· That the strategy should provide regeneration opportunities for Oswestry in terms of creating/allocating employment land to promote real jobs.

· Concern is expressed at the priority being directed at Shrewsbury in terms of commercial and cultural activities as a sub regional commercial centre.  Members therefore support Option C in the document to ensure that the role of market towns is recognised and reinforced but with equality.0

· Members urge that proper infrastructure is promoted in advance of any development.

· That affordable housing and social rented accommodation should be a key policy area to promote local sustainability, particularly in rural communities with the community itself encouraged to identify site designation.

· The development along transport corridors should reflect upgrade of the A5 to dual carriageway as a priority.

· That development should be driven in particular in rural areas by the Parish Planning Process that is reflective of local opinion, rather than predetermination of scale and location appropriate to size.

· It is urged that a more integrated transport infrastructure established to offer choice and better accessibility and connectivity.

· Members urge that development on flood plains is resisted.

· Members would urge that the boundaries of Oswestry are protected from encroachment from and into other settlement and thereby retaining green barriers.

· That consultation in future represents some balances to the silent majority against the vociferous minority.

· That policy for rural areas should be flexible to respect individuality and to encourage local opportunism to promote local services and affordable accommodation, thereby leading to local sustainability.

· With particular reference to Oswestry, then growth should be in the area of Eastern Oswestry out to Mile End.  In terms of special need housing, then 106 Agreements should determine that the special needs remain within the category first identified and finally that allocation in terms of targets to be met by Government should be specifically designated for affordable housing.








COUNCILLOR W. BENYON,









  CHAIRMAN.
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