DPC/64/09

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Development and Planning Committee held on Monday, 23rd February, 2009 at 7.30 p.m. in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor, Councillor J.G. Jones.



Councillors Mrs. D. Barrow, M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, 



W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, 



Mrs. E. Channon, J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, 

R.W. Hoseason, W.O. Jones, W.S. Keable  and C. Schofield.

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk.
In the Chair:  Councillor W. Benyon.

341.
APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor F.D. Aldridge – family commitment, Councillor K.R. Barrow – family commitment.

RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.

342.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.


RESOLVED that Councillor M. Bennett, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton 
and Miss 

B.Y. Gull J.R. Evans and W.O. Jones, declared personal interests in all 
planning matters due to their involvement in planning or development 
control at Oswestry 
Borough Council.

343.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Consideration of a schedule of planning applications, PA/95/09.

RESOLVED the following observations be expressed:


App. No. 08/15928/ADV – Provision of 4 projecting banners, retention of 6 
wall mounted signs, 1 fascia sign and 1 external lamp – Station Building, 
Oswald Road, Oswestry.


App. No. 07/15929/LBC – Provision of 4 projecting banners, retention of 6 
wall mounted signs, 1 fascia sign and 1 external lamp – Station Building, 
Oswald Road, Oswestry.


RESOLVED to oppose the application on the basis that the banners are 
considered inappropriate for siting on a prominent listed building in the 
Town Centre Conservation Area.  The views of the Consultation Officer 
to be invited, however if banners are considered necessary, then to 
suggest that they should be sited on the car park approach to the building 
and not on the property itself.


App. No. 15934/ADV – Provision of illuminated fascia and box signs – 
Ocean Telecom, 24 Church Street, Oswestry.


RESOLVED that signage, design and illumination be consistent with Town 
Centre Conservation Area policies and that the policy for illuminated signs 
be clarified and enforced.

344.
MIDDLETON ROAD/SALOP ROAD JUNCTION

E-mail from Martin Allard, Head of Traffic and Safety, Shropshire County 
Council, following up the decision to defer the start of the Roft Street 
scheme and that recognising that developers are still progressing an 
application on the Central Car Park.  The views of the Town Council in its 
e-mail of the 11th February were noted, however the writer confirms “in 
light of this and the consideration of the other three retail applications 
which have already been lodged, all of which could affect traffic flows at 
the junction, it is considered to be unwise to commit over £100,000 on the 
Roft Street scheme when ultimately that may not be the appropriate long 
term solution.  It has therefore been decided to shelve the scheme until 
these issues are more clear.”


After considerable debate, it was RESOLVED
· To record the greatest disappointment at the decision.

· To highlight the lack of consultation over the decision, particularly in terms of the risk identified to pedestrians and motorists.  On this basis therefore to invite the Cabinet Member and Chair of the Implementation Executive to come to a special meeting of Oswestry Town Council to explain the decision.  Invitations when finalized to also be extended to Owen Paterson and local County Councillors.


It was further RESOLVED that the e-mail asked for the Scrutiny Panel of 
the County Council to consider the decision as taken that amounts to a 
change to defined policy without consultation.








COUNCILLOR W. BENYON,









  CHAIRMAN.
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