DPC/03/11
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes on a meeting of the Development and Planning Committee held on Monday 6th June 2011 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber of the Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley

Councillors M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon,

Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, 

P.A. Cherrington, Miss B.Y. Gull, R. Hoseason, 

V. Hunt, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones, D.P. Milner, 

S. Rainey, C. Schofield and Mrs. V. Schofield

In the Chair:
Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain

In attendance:
David Preston, Town Clerk

10.
PUBLIC SESSION


No members of the public were present to take the opportunity to 
question the Council on local issues.
11.
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from:

Councillor Mrs. E. Channon - holiday
RESOLVED the apologies be accepted.
12.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Declarations were invited in respect of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain – personal interest Agenda Item 14, The Cambrian Railway Line in Coney Green, as an immediate resident of the site.

Councillor S. Rainey – Agenda Item 5, Site Allocations and Management of Development (SAMDev) Plan, personal interest as a family member is a beneficiary of the trust involving land.

Councillor M. Bennett, Councillor W.Benyon and Councillor V. Hunt - personal interests in respect of all planning matters on the agenda as members or substitute members of the Northern Area Planning Committee.

13.
MINUTES


Minutes of meetings held on:


4th May 2011 
-
DPC/16/11 

16th May 2011
-
DPC/01/11 

18th May 2011
-
DPC/02/11 

were confirmed and signed. 

14.
SITE ALLOCATIONS AND MANAGEMENT OF DEVELOPMENT (SAMDev) PLAN


Letter from Andy Mortimer, Shropshire Council, provided an update on SAMDev Issues and Options consultation exercise that involve this Council.  The Town Council was asked to review the information from the notes provided and confirm or clarify any additional views.


In addition, Tim Morris, Planning Policy Officer, Shropshire Council, was in attendance to provide an update on the process, the review and to discuss the Town Council submissions to-date.


Tim Morris confirmed that the Core Strategy was examined by a Planning Inspector and found to be sound and adopted by Shropshire Council in February 2010.  A strategic part of the plan is therefore in place and this now replaces many local plans from the five former Districts.


SAMDev is the second key part of the process and it will look to implement the Core Strategy and will allocate sites for housing and employment and set out a development management policy.


In terms of SAMDev consultation, then the process will take Shropshire to the preferred option stage and reach decisions on which site should be put forward as preferred locations.  It was acknowledged that a lot of this is in place in Oswestry with the south-east extension adjacent to the Leisure Centre allocated for 750 houses and other development including potentially a new primary school.  It was stressed that SAMDev is a bottom-up plan looking at community hubs and community clusters.


In terms of the community infrastructure levy, then it was explained that this had been progressed with a charging schedule in place.Every new open market property will now have to pay based on £40 per sq metre in urban areas in Shropshire and £80 per sq metre in rural communities.  It was suggested that this is perhaps an incentive to permit development.


The implementation plan will be informed by Place Plans and Shropshire Council will work with local Parish and Town Councils looking at local infrastructure issues that apply.


With regard to timescale then the intention is to move to identify preferred development options by October 2011.  A consultation period for 12 weeks will apply from November onwards and Shropshire Council will then look to a final plan of sites for formal representations to trigger a public examination in 2012.  The aim is to adopt the plan finally in 2013.


After discussion it was RESOLVED to formally thank Tim Morris for his attendance and for the excellent submission as made but to also reiterate that the Town Council’s preference in terms of development was for Option C with 2,600 dwellings and not A at 2,100 as referred to in the plan.
15.
SHROPSHIRE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK


Letter from the Principal Policy Officer, Strategy & Policy Team, Shropshire Council, providing a summary of the Statement of Consultation that was reported to Shropshire Council’s Cabinet on the 16th March 2011 in relation to the Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) on the Type and Affordability of Housing.


A brief discussion ensued with Tim Morris, Planning Policy Officer of Shropshire Council on this matter.  In terms of infrastructure, the Town Council considered that CCTV should become a priority in the Place Plan.


Discussion also took place regarding the south eastern Oswestry extension and it was noted that the intention is for a draft master plan of the extension by late autumn 2012 looking to a start in 2015.  An outline application is proposed during 2012.


With reference to Place Plans, then Shropshire Council are looking to refine these to inform the community infrastructure levy.  These will be living documents and an opportunity will be provided for the Town Council to feed into them for 2011, and later, through an annual process.

With regard to the infrastructure levy, then it was suggested by the Town Council that flexibility and payment timing should be possible particularly to assist smaller development where upfront payment could present cash flow issues for the developer or even prevent the development taking place.

RESOLVED that the above comment be forwarded to Shropshire Council and further thanks be extended to Tim Morris for leading this discussion.
16.
SHROPSHIRE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT (SPD) ON THE TYPE AND AFFORDABILITY OF HOUSING


RESOLVED to note, for information, a copy of the Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) that supplements the Shropshire Core Strategy adopted on the 16th March 2011.
17.
ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR FROST DAMAGED ROADS


Letter from the Highways Manager of Shropshire Council, confirming that the Government has made an additional £200m of funding available to address the frost damage across the national network.  As the funding has been allocated to highway authorities according to network length, this amounts to £3.6m of additional highway maintenance funding for Shropshire’s highway network. 


RESOLVED to note a list of schemes that Shropshire Council had provided to be delivered in the north west of the county.
18.
BUS SHELTERS, OSWESTRY


Letter from the Senior Public Transport Officer, Shropshire Council, responding to the Town Council on issues regarding replacement bus shelters.


In summary, Shropshire Council is not prepared to fund the replacement of the shelter at the Post Office, Oswestry.


RESOLVED to note the information and on this basis to reaffirm that the Town Council will not maintain the existing or a refurbished shelter at this location.
19.
CHANGES TO THE SPEED LIMIT ON UPPER BROOK STREET, OSWESTRY


RESOLVED to note, for information, a letter from the Support Officer, Asset Management, Shropshire Council, providing details of Shropshire Council (Borough of Oswestry) (Speed Limits) Order 2007 (Amendment No.1) Order 2011.


Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull declared a personal interest in this agenda item as a School Governor at Oswestry School and took no part in discussion or voting.

20.
MORDA ROAD – SPEED CUSHIONS


The Council had received items of correspondence from a resident of Cruckton, Shrewsbury, complaining about the speed cushions on Morda Road.


A copy of the correspondence had been forwarded to Shropshire Council.  However, the Development & Planning Committee was invited to consider the matter in terms of the potential for a 20mph speed limit and safety issues, particularly in respect of cyclists.


After discussion it was RESOLVED to forward a letter to Shropshire Council highlighting the representations as made and inviting Shropshire Council to review the traffic calming in place along Morda Road; also asking if Shropshire Council can confirm that the speed cushions accord with best practice further to any additional discussion.
21.
OSWESTRY TAXI DRIVERS


Following recent discussions with the Council, a response had now been received from the Oswestry Taxi Drivers Association that formally provided thanks for the offer to accommodate a meeting between the Taxi Drivers Association, and Shropshire Council, recording the viewpoint that it may be helpful if the Town Council could be involved.


After discussion it was RESOLVED:
· To ask Inspector J. Stafford if an opportunity could be provided for interested Town Councillors to go out to see firsthand the evening economy in Oswestry and associated problems;

· To note the update on the taxi review and reiterate the offer from the Town Council to facilitate any meeting to assist but only to participate in the review on the basis of being a consultee or through a specific invitation.
22.
HISTORIC TOWNS FORUM – SEMINAR


Invitation from the Historic Towns Forum to attend a Seminar on the Localism Bill to be held at Chester Town Hall on the 17th June 2011.


RESOLVED no representatives be appointed to attend.
23.
THE CAMBRIAN RAILWAY LINE IN CONEY GREEN


Letter from the Chair of Oswestry and District Access Group, highlighting the problem for mobility scooters crossing the line and seeking support from the Town Council.


Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain declared a personal interest and took no part in discussion or voting.


After discussion it was RESOLVED that the Council raise the matter with both Shropshire Council and the Cambrian Heritage Railway in the first instance to establish responsibility and ownership.

It was further RESOLVED that having established responsibility then the appropriate organisation with that maintenance responsibility to be invited to explain how the crossing could be made more accessible for scooters and prams as a major pedestrian route into the town centre.
24.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Consideration of a Schedule of Planning Applications PA/8/11.

After discussion it was RESOLVED the below observations be expressed:

a) 11/02119/FUL – Thanet, 100 Middleton Road, OSWESTRY, SY11 2LH

RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

            

b) 11/01952/FUL – 11 Epsom Close, OSWESTRY, SY11 2PG
RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

c) 11/01630/COU – 1 Market Gate, OSWESTRY, SY11 2NR
RESOLVED to welcome the intended use of the property.
d) 11/01974/REM – 34 Croeswylan Lane, OSWESTRY, SY10 9PR
RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

e) 11/02372/HRM – Whittington Road, Brogyntyn Park, Oerley Way, OSWESTRY  
RESOLVED no observations be expressed subject to assurances that the hedgerow will be replaced.

Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain

Chairman
PAGE  
1

