DPC/79/10
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Development and Planning Committee held on Monday, 8th February, 2010 at 7.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:   Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. M. Benyon, 
Mrs. E. Channon, J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, 
Mrs. C. Hawksley, M. Bennett, R. Hoseason, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones and C. Schofield.

Also in attendance:  The Facilities Manager
In the Chair:  Councillor W. Benyon.
66.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain - transport issues, Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow - illness, Councillor A.P.D. Hannagan – work commitments.
67.
PUBLIC SESSION
No members of the public were in attendance to ask questions
68.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Declarations of personal or prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda were declared in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

Councillor Miss B. Y. Gull declared a personal interest in item  5 - Proposed Pant Glas and Brogyntyn Park Conservation Area – town and country planning act 1990 – planning (listed buildings and conservation areas) act 1990 as a neighbour to the site.

Councillor W.O. Jones declared a personal interest in item  5 - Proposed Pant Glas and Brogyntyn Park Conservation Area – town and country planning act 1990 – planning (listed buildings and conservation areas) act 1990 as a resident of the area under consideration.

Councillor R. Hoseason declared a personal interest in item 7 – High Cost Bus Service Consultation as a user of the service.
69.
MINUTES

Minutes of meetings as held on 14th December, 2009 - DPC/76/09 and 
21st December, 2009 - DPC/77/09 were confirmed and signed.
70.
CHANGE TO THE SPEED LIMIT ON VARIOUS ROADS IN OSWESTRY

For information, final notice and copy of the above traffic regulation order which came into operation on 16th December, 2009.

RESOLVED the information be noted.
71.
PROPOSED PANT GLAS AND BROGYNTYN PARK CONSERVATION AREA – TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 – PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990

Update from the Facilities Manager on the drop-in style information session as held on Wednesday February 3rd in The Guildhall.
This was an opportunity for interested members of the public, property owners and Council members to discuss the matter with Shropshire Council Conservation staff in an informal setting.
There was an excellent turn out, over 60 members of the public attended. There was considerable interest and support. Concerns were more for the rural aspect but assurance was given in that the proposal is not meant to stop development rather to control the character of this special place.

Shropshire Council have asked for any further comments/concerns to be forwarded to them by 19th February.

RESOLOVED the update be noted.
72.
SHROPSHIRE BUILDING PRESERVATION TRUST

Letter from Mr. P. Shepherd, Honorary Membership Secretary of the Shropshire Building Preservation Trust asking if the Council would like to re-join the Trust for an annual membership fee of £15


RESOLOVED to seek further information.
· Why did the Council cease being a member.

· What would the advantages be for the Council in re-joining.

73.
HIGH COST BUS SERVICE CONSULTATION

Following representations from the Development and Planning Committee, response from Jonathan Hayes, Principal Transport Officer, Shropshire Council regarding the consultation and response on the proposed withdrawal of subsidy from local bus service 71a.
Additional information regarding the relatively new bus service of Shropshire Link which is available to all rural residents including the users of the 71a.
RESOLOVED to request that the officer responsible for Shropshire Link attend the next Development and Planning Committee to explain processes and routes of this service.
74.
MIDDLETON ROAD/SALOP ROAD JUNCTION
Following representations from the Development and Planning Committee at its previous meeting, to note an update letter from Chris Edwards, Assistant Director – Environmental Maintenance, Shropshire Council.

RESOLVED to write to Chris Edwards reminding him of the concerns that were discussed at the meeting and to address the following issues;
· Pedestrian safety at this junction especially children walking to school without increasing their journey.
· In what way has the accident problem been resolved by resurfacing.
· When in discussions with J Ross Developments to involve the Town Council as landowners of the proposed site.
75.
SHROPSHIRE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK: HAVE YOUR SAY ON CORE STRATEGY & SITE ALLOCATIONS AND MANAGEMENT OF DEVELOPMENT DOCUMENTS
Letter from Andy Mortimer, Policy Manager, Shropshire Council giving advance notice of the chance to have a voice on two important planning policy documents.

The Committee was asked how it wished to influence this process.

RESOLVED to write to Shropshire Council for a further update.
76.
RURAL COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENTS: HUBS AND CLUSTERS OF SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES
Further to previous discussion and support, a further letter from Lois Dale, Principal Rural Policy Officer – Shropshire Council with the strong endorsement of Councillor Martin Taylor-Smith as portfolio holder for planning and transport.

RESOLVED to arrange a special meeting with members of Shropshire Council to discuss both this item and the previous one as planning is an important part of the local Development Framework
77.
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL: REVIEW OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCES
Letter from Steve Brown, Head of Environmental Services – Shropshire Council inviting views and contributions towards the review of public conveniences in Shropshire.

The questionnaire provided was worked through by the Councillors at the meeting.
It was RESOLVED to write to Shropshire Council requesting a review of public conveniences in Oswestry provided by Shropshire Council paying particular attention to the following;
· Shropshire’s Night Time economy, the new partnership approach by Shropshire Council to develop a vibrant evening and night time economy
· Provision of toilets at or near the Bus Station.

· The possible reopening of the Clawdd Du toilets in the centre of town.

· Sign posting to existing provision at the Library, Castle View, Memorial Hall, Guildhall, Old Station.
78.
STREET LIGHTING

Update from Mike Vaughan, V & W Electrics on the current condition of street lighting columns in the town and their inspection regime.

RESOLVED after detailed discussion 
· To authorise work on category 5 and 4 columns.

· To look to the possibility of upgrading small schemes to highways standard to hand over to Shropshire Council.

· For all grounds maintenance work to be carried out in-house as before.

· To instruct V & W to replace stickers using a more robust method.

· The Chairs Group to take a strategic overview.
79.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Consider of schedules of planning applications, PA/109/10.   
10/00138/CON - 17-19 Bailey Street, Oswestry

No observations are expressed

10/00314/FUL - 7 Glentworth Avenue, Morda, SY10 9PZ.

Members would like to point out that this is not in the town boundary.

80.
TRAFFIC LIGHTS UPPER BROOK STREET / CHURCH STREET
Information from Jason Hughes Principal Engineer, Shropshire Council that as part of the continued improvements to road safety and in conjunction with maintenance works Shropshire Council are currently proposing minor alterations including the re-configuration of the signals to include a right turn indicative green arrow on Upper Brook Street with installation of a call cancel loop after the stop line.  This arrangement will stop opposing ahead movements from Lower Brook Street whilst the right turn movement has right of way.

The proposed staging for the junction is as follows:

Stage 1
Main Road – Upper Brook Street/Lower Brook Street

Stage 2 
RTIGA – Upper Brook Street

Stage 3
Side Roads – Upper Church Street / Lower Church Street

Stage 4
‘All Red’ pedestrian stage – All four arms

Subject to weather, confirmation of the road space booking and the contractor’s availability, it is anticipated that works will commence on the 12th February with completion by the 22nd February 2010.
RESOLVED to note the welcome improvements and to monitor effects.
                                                                             COUNCILLOR W. BENYON,








   CHAIRMAN.
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