AC/105/09

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities Committee held on Wednesday, 16th September, 2009 at 7.00 p.m. in The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain)

Councillors M. Bennett, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, 

Mrs. E. Channon, J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, 

J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones and C. Schofield.

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk.

In the Chair:  Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton.

468.
OSWESTRY TOWN GREEN

Shaun Burkey, Conservation Community Officer, Outdoor Recreation, Shropshire Council attended the meeting to give a presentation on the consultation proposals as current for the Oswestry town green.

Mr. Burkey explained that a stakeholder meeting had been held with two on site consultations, numerous questionnaires had been received as positive responses and flyers had been distributed around the green.  A web page had been created and consultation had taken place at the Library and local media articles had been published.

It was considered that the site is important and can have a direct and positive impact on the town and its immediate area, including the Heritage Railway, the new Medical Centre and Shelf Bank.

A draft design has been promoted that is both formal and informal.  It looks to landscape Coney Green, provide better lighting through the site and links to the cycle paths, Medical Centre, Cambrian Centre. 

Trees planted by AWM would be retained.  Assurance was given that there will be areas of natural play but no equipment will be provided. 

A labyrinth is intended and discussions are taking place with the Wilfred Owen Association.  Assurances were given that the site would be maintained to a high standard and not left to return to its natural form;  the Council is also working with the Oswald Park developer with the possibility of acquiring top soil to create natural play.

The intention is also to link Wat’s Dyke to the scheme.  With regard to budget, it was noted that £50,000 had been secured from Play Builder, £30,000 was available from AWM in respect of the ten year maintenance programme and it was confirmed that Shropshire Council would find the funding for annual maintenance.
The presentation created numerous questions and a lively debate and in summary, Shaun Burkey confirmed that all comments would be taken on board and grateful thanks were extended to the Town Council for their support and involvement to date.

469.
PUBLIC SESSION


RESOLVED to note that no members of the public were in attendance 
and no questions were raised on local issues.

470.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS

Declarations of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda were invited in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.


RESOLVED to note that no declarations were received.

471.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow – illness, Mrs. M. Benyon – holidays, W. Benyon – alternative meeting, P.A. Cherrington – family funeral, A.P.D. Hannagan – business commitment, R. Hoseason – family commitment and W.S. Keable – illness.

472.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on 22nd July, 2009, AC/104/09, were confirmed and signed.
473.
CAE GLAS PARK MONITORING

Report on monitoring arrangements.  


RESOLVED report TC/1946/09 be adopted.


In terms of issues arising from the report, it was RESOLVED
· That the new Facilities Manager review all signage within the MUGA area.

· A report of usage of the MUGA to be provided by Oswestry Team Tennis.

· To ask the Facilities Manager to cost Welsh Walls railings for capital inclusion in the 2010/2011 budget. 

· The contractor to be invited to consider a faster growing screening scheme for the composting area.

· To agree in principle to the concept of introducing a youth shelter into the Park and design and costings to be sought.
474.
CAE GLAS PARK CENTENARY
Consideration and suggestions from Oswestry in Bloom and Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull as to a design for a carpet bedding display to commemorate one hundred years of Cae Glas Park.  

RESOLVED
· To approve Miss B.Y. Gull’s design for the Centenary in principle and to invite the contractor to cost.

· To approve the Trefoil Guild design in principle submitted by Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull and to submit to the Guild for their approval and then the issue to be costed by the contractor.

· Both quotations to be provided for the next meeting or a special Council meeting, as appropriate, to meet all the deadlines.
475.
OSWESTRY IN BLOOM
RESOLVED to adopt a report of a meeting held the 14th July, 2009, OIB/10/09
In addition to receive with pleasure a copy of the Adjudication in 

respect of the Heart of England Competition relating to the Oswestry 

entry that secured a Gold Award.  On this basis sincere congratulations 

be recorded to Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull and the Oswestry in Bloom 

team for this significant award.  In addition, sincere thanks were 

recorded to the Town Council manual staff for their significant 

contribution to the success.

476.
SHROPSHIRE PLAYBUILD FUNDING
Information from Shropshire Council confirming that it has secured Play Builder status.  Expressions of interest for 2010 should be lodged by the 31st March next year.  The Council was asked to consider the information, plus the seven objectives and to consider if an application should be submitted for the future.

RESOLVED to express an interest and invite the Facilities Manager to submit a report to the Committee.

477.
CAE GLAS PARK – REPLACEMENT PLAY EQUIPMENT
The former Community Services Officer of the Council had been briefed to provide quotations for replacement of the damaged spider climbing frame.  The Town Clerk had, during the past six weeks, met with five individual play companies and a summary report was provided, outlining costings and designs etc. for replacement and enhancement for budget planning for 2010/2011.  After discussion, it was RESOLVED
· To note Report TC/1947/09.
· To formally accept a quotation in an amount of £5,790 from Monster Play Systems for the supply and fix of a Rock N Cross with removal of the existing equipment.
478.
OSWESTRY WATER FORUM
The Town Clerk provided an update on correspondence received and entered into since the decision by the Council to relaunch the Water Forum.

In summary, it is anticipated that a meeting will be held with Severn-Trent in early October, looking to a further meeting with United Utilities later that month.

RESOLVED the information be noted.

479.
ACRE COLLABORATION BENEFITS PROGRAMME
Information from the Community Council of Shropshire to consider participation in a national programme on collaboration in rural communities.

RESOLVED to express interest in the programme in terms of the refresh of the Town Plan as required by the Council.
480.
ARCHIVES TASK AND FINISH GROUP
Following discussions at the meeting of the Amenities Committee, AC/104/09 – Minute 459, the Committee was now asked to appoint a Task and Finish Group to undertake a strategic and operational review of the archives, in conjunction with Shropshire Records.

RESOLVED the membership to comprise of The Mayor and Deputy Mayor, Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull, Councillor M. Bennett, together with the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Amenities Committee.

481.
INFORMATION GOVERNANCE GUIDANCE – PARISH COUNCILS

RESOLVED to note an update from Shropshire Council on Freedom of Information/Environmental Information Regulations and to seek clarification on certain issues as raised that appear to be in conflict.

482.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of an item relating to a legal matter as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

