
AC/104/09

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities Committee held on Wednesday, 22nd July, 2009 at 7.00 p.m. in The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain)

Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. D. Barrow, M. Bennett, 

Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, 

P.A. Cherrington, Miss B.Y. Gull, R. Hoseason,  J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones and C. Schofield.

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk.

In the Chair:  Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton.

455.
PUBLIC SESSION


RESOLVED to note that no members of the public were in attendance 
and no questions were raised on local issues.

456.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS

Declarations of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda were invited in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.


RESOLVED to note that no declarations were received.

457.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs. E. Channon – due to holidays, Mrs. C. Hawksley – due to illness, W.S. Keable – family commitments, Councillor J.R. Evans – family commitments.


RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.

458.
COUNCILLOR MRS. C. HAWKSLEY

To note a letter of thanks from Councillor Mrs. Hawksley for the get well messages, confirming that she was feeling better and making progress.

RESOLVED the encouraging news be noted.
459. ARCHIVES UPDATE
Mrs. Helen Haynes, Archivist, Shropshire Council, attended to present an update on the Service Level Agreement and development work as required.

One of the key issues identified in the report was the fact that the machines in all three strong rooms had been failing to deliver the temperature and relevant humidity levels recommended.  Options had been provided and the Council expressed a preference for Option 2, namely to stabilize the environment in all three rooms by adding high quality insulation to all walls to form a seal against penetration by damp and sealing the windows in Rooms A1 and A2 more effectively.  The benefits would be that the structures of the room would achieve a stable environment with just small adjustments necessary using simple dehumidifiers and perhaps coolers working well within their capacity and so therefore lasting longer.  It was recognised that initial costs would be high but low long term cost in maintenance replacement and energy bills would be applicable.

The Council also considered the draft report as provided by Nicholas Coney in respect of the archive inspection for reaccreditation.  After debate of all issues, it was RESOLVED 

· To undertake a strategic and operational review of the archives, in conjunction with Shropshire Records.

· The brief to consider environmental control and storage conditions and address issues from the Nicholas Coney report, thereafter making recommendations and budget costings to the next appropriate meeting of the Amenities Committee.

· To agree, in principle, to Option 2 within the report as identified above and to seek costings.

· To acknowledge the Nicholas Coney report in its draft form and the Archivist to forward necessary responses on behalf of the Council.
460.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on 17th June, 2009, AC/103/09, were confirmed and signed.

461.
AMENITIES – ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE TO DATE

Report from The Finance Officer in the form of an analysis of actual income and expenditure up to 13th July, 2009.

RESOLVED Report TC/1927/09 be adopted.
462.
CAE GLAS CHARITY

Report as an update on issues arising from the recent meeting of Cae 
Glas Charity.  After discussion, it was RESOLVED
· To acknowledge Report TC/1928/09.
· To note and agree to take forward matters raised and, in particular, the commemoration of the centenary of the Park in 2010.
· To invite costs for a carpet bedding display to commemorate one hundred years and Oswestry in Bloom and Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull, as Chairman, to be invited to design a proposal for consideration at the September meeting.
463.
OSWESTRY IN BLOOM
Report on meetings held on: 

16th June, 2009 

-
OIB/6/09
23rd June, 2009 

-
OIB/7/09

30th June, 2009

-
OIB/8/09

7th July, 2009 

-
OIB/9/09

RESOLVED 

· The above reports be adopted.

· Sincere thanks be recorded to the Oswestry in Bloom Committee and also the Town Council and Shropshire Council staff for the significant efforts made in producing Oswestry at its best for the visit of the Judges on the 22nd July.

· Extended congratulations to be offered to each member of the Oswestry In Bloom Committee for providing such an impressive entry into the Heart of England Competition and the profile and promotion that it gives to Oswestry.

· To agree to replace dead trees on the Central Car Park as necessary.
464.
OSWESTRY ROCK AND RIDE

Verbal report from the Town Clerk on the event as held on the 3rd/4th July.
RESOLVED to note the feedback and that a detailed report will be produced, however in the interim to extend thanks to the Town Clerk and the Town Council staff involved in the event for providing an excellent day’s entertainment for Oswestry.
465.
FLAGPOLE  
Letter from the Oswestry Branch of The Royal British legion suggesting the Council consider a facility for the siting of a temporary flagpole within Cae Glas Park.
RESOLVED

· To agree, in principle, but advice to be taken on planning requirements with a report back.
· The Town Clerk to meet The Royal British Legion to agree protocol, provide recommendations on responsibility and financial matters etc. and to confirm planning requirements.
· Following debate by the Amenities Committee, the Cae Glas Charity to be formally invited to consent to the proposed use, with the intention for the Town Council to apply for the planning consent, recognising the cost savings that could be made.
466.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of an item relating to a legal matter as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

