AC/107/09
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities Committee held on Monday, 23rd November, 2009 following the meeting of the Development and Planning Committee in The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. D. Barrow, Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, M. Bennett, Mrs. E. Channon, P.A. Cherrington,

J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason and W.O. Jones.

Also in attendance:   Mrs. G. Davies, Facilities Manager

In the Chair:     Councillor C. Schofield

503. PUBLIC SESSION
Mr. Russell Cadwallader made a comment about the supermarket.  Do we need to have another supermarket, we need to let the ones we have already got settle first.  They are undermining all the local shops and bringing in foreign food.  The Council made no comment.
504.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs. H. Bickerton – family commitments, Councillor Mrs M. Chamberlain – family commitments, Councillor W.S. Keable – illness, Councillor J. G. Jones – holiday and Councillor A. Hannagan – work commitments.

RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.
505.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS

Declarations of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda were invited in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

RESOLVED to note there were no declarations.
506.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on 14th October, 2009, AC/106/09, were confirmed and signed.

507.
MATTERS ARISING

Update on the external clock above the Old Post Office.  The Facilities Manager had contacted Newgate Clocks regarding the supply of an external clock but was told that they do not manufacture external clocks.  The Facilities Manager will continue seeking quotations. 

508.
CAE GLAS PARK MONITORING MEETING
Report on monitoring meetings as held on 28th October and 12th November, 2009, 
RESOLVED report CGP/139/09 to be adopted.
In terms of issues arising from the report, it was RESOLVED
· Following the question of the composting unit and the suitability of the unit, the Facilities Manager was instructed to look at previous minutes and report back to the Committee on the development of this unit.
· To accept the removal of the Yucca plant by the Welsh Walls entrance to the Park and replace with bedding plants for next season with a decision later on as to what will go in the bed.

· Following the suggestion by the Town Clerk that a pillar clock be considered for sited in the Park to mark the 2010 Centenary, it was decided not to agree to this as the feeling was that there were enough clocks in the town already. It was agreed to refer the decision of a suitable commemoration to the Budget Seminar 2010.

509. 
CAE GLAS PARK – RAILINGS
Report from the Facilities Manager on the fitting of railings to introduce consistency with other boundaries and to provide security, in the Park

TC/1979/09.
RESOLVED to accept Quotation A and the 1m height in principle but to investigate the planning regulations for this. It was proposed that the cost of fitting the railings could be assigned to the centenary celebrations.

510.
CAE GLAS PARK CENTRAL AMENITY AREA
Following concerns noted by Councillors regarding the length of the grass on the central amenities area of Cae Glas Park in the summer, the Facilities Manager was asked to contact the contractor for a response.  Following discussions, it was RESOLVED 

· To note Report TC/1980/09.
· To accept Option 1 to adhere to specifications as stated in the Park Contract and to monitor the condition of the grass cutting next season. 

· For the Contractor to record the frequency of cuts and the notation of any problems so that any issues could be brought to the Committee’s attention at an early stage.

511.
AMENITIES – ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE TO DATE
Report from The Finance Officer in the form of an analysis of actual income and expenditure up to 13th November, 2009. 

RESOLVED to accept Report TC/1981/09.

Issues following this report.

· The Committee wished to thank the Finance Officer for his work on this report.

· To note that line 4021 Visitor Centre telephone budget. The agreed budget is £304 but the actual is £1,052.  The Councillors would like a breakdown of the amount and what to know if it has been paid or will be paid from the budget.
512.
FLORAL DECORATION 2010 


Report from the Facilities Manager on the transfer of the contract for the hanging baskets.

RESOLVED 

· Report TC/1982/09 be accepted.

· To agree the transfer of the contract to the park bedding plant provider.

· To note that the floral decoration contract will be retendered ready 
      for the 2011 season.

513.
CAE GLAS PARK - CENTENARY SUMMER BEDDING
Report from the Facilities Manager on the 2010 Centenary summer bedding scheme.

RESOLVED 

· To note Report TC/1983/09.

· To agree the Centenary 2010 Summer Bedding Scheme with the inclusion of mixed herbs.
514.
OSWESTRY TEAM TENNIS

Report on a User Group meeting held on the 12th November, 2009 between members of Oswestry Team Tennis, Councillor J.R. Evans the Town Clerk and the Facilities Manager.

RESOLVED 

· To note report TC/1984/09.
· To agree that Councillor J.R. Evans be appointed as the Member Champion to play an active role in six monthly liaison meetings between the two organisations. Thanks were conveyed to Councillor John Evans for his work on helping to bring about the new relationship between Oswestry Team Tennis and Oswestry Town Council.
515.
OSWESTRY EVENTS 2010
Report on a meeting of representatives to discuss possible events for Oswestry Town Centre to be held by the Town Council during 2010.

It was suggested that 12 musical events could be held each Sunday afternoon between 2.00pm and 4.00pm during the summer months based in the bandstand in Cae Glas Park. The focus would be on brass bands, jazz and classical ensembles.  

A major event to be held on 24th July to link with the Centenary of the Park.  

RESOLVED to note Report TC/1985/09 

· To thank Officers for the work involved in this and to support the idea in principle to increase usage of the Park.

· Happy to support the major event on 24th July to encourage increased footfall into the Town Centre.  

· Suggest that the 12 events each Sunday afternoon be reduced to avoid disruption.  

· To encourage the participation of school children in any of these events.

· To contact Shrewsbury Council to discover how they have managed to hold successful events with no security costs e.g. Music in the Park.

516.
OSWESTRY VISITOR AND EXHIBITION CENTRE
Report from the Facilities Manager following liaison meetings held on the 20th October, 2009 and 26th October 2009 with the Visitor and Exhibition staff.

RESOLVED to note report HC/62/09 

In terms of issues following the report it was RESOLVED
· That the Facilities Manager report to the next meeting regarding the cleaning standards at the Centre.

· A report on the whereabouts and future of the artefacts that were donated to the Centre.

· To await the report of the lighting audit.
517.
OSWESTRY YOUTH CAFÉ  MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Report from Councillor Mrs. E. Channon on the Oswestry Youth Café Management meeting that we held on the 22nd October, 2009.

It was noted that there are 160 members, aged between 9 and 19 and promotion leaflet was included that has been sent to all school which has resulted in a slight increase in attendance.

A stall has been requested at the Christmas Live event for the Youth Café to sell Christmas trees and other decorative items.

Councillor Channon was thanked for her report and she stated that she was pleased with the enthusiasm of all the staff involved and there was a lot of good work going on for the youth of the town.
RESOLVED to thank Councillor Channon for her report.
518.
BUS SHELTER – OSWESTRY
Letter from the Principal Transport Officer, Passenger Transport Policy, Shropshire Council regarding the ongoing maintenance and insurance of bus shelters at the Post Office, Willow Street, Iceland and Oswald Road.
The Town Council originally refused to accept the maintenance for the shelters due to concerns over their condition at handover and, in particular, the location of the bus stop at Iceland. It was felt that the onus has been passed to the Town Council from Shropshire Council. 

RESOLVED to defer consideration pending the report of the existing portfolio and to make an informed judgement with more budget information.

· That a report was required on the costs of the bus shelters that the Town Council already maintain and the projected cost. 

· The costs of adding the two additional bus shelters, subject to proper repair or replacement prior to this.

· That the two bus shelters be replaced with something that will not be of a high cost to maintain for the Town Council.  

· Consideration should be given to removing the lights out of the bus shelters as they are all directly under street lights.

· With regard to fly posting, a charge for the removal should be made to the various companies/businesses.

· To look at the option for removing the bus shelters altogether if they are dangerous.

Councillors M. Bennett and W. Benyon declared an interest as Members of Shropshire Council.

519.
OSWESTRY ARCHIVES
The final report has been received from Nicholas Coney from the National Archives in respect of the inspection of the Oswestry Town Council Archives.

RESOLVED to note report Appendix B

· To officially approve the report and to instruct the Facilities Manager to reply to Mr Coney expressing this approval.

· The Task and Finish Group to work through the recommendations.

520.
BRITISH AND INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF FESTIVALS OF MUSIC, DANCE AND SPEECH CONFERENCE 

Report from Councillor M. Bennett following his attendance at the above Conference, 9th-11th October, 2009.


RESOLVED the report be noted.

521.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of an item relating to a legal matter as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

