







ATM/1/10
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Town meeting of Oswestry Town Council held on Wednesday 5th May 2010 at 7.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:


The Mayor (Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain)

Councillors Miss B.Y. Gull, M. Bennett, J.G. Jones, Mrs. C. Hawksley, Mrs. E. Channon,  R. Hoseason,

W. Benyon, Mrs. M. Benyon, C. Schofield, Mrs. V. Schofield, F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. A. H. Bickerton, W.O. Jones.
Also in attendance:  
David J. Preston, Town Clerk.

Eight members of the public.
1. WELCOME
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. Margaret Chamberlain extended a welcome to all present for the Annual Town Meeting. 
2. MINUTES


Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on the 20th April 2009 were 
confirmed and signed.
3. A HERITAGE RAILWAY FOR OSWESTRY
Nigel Davies, from the Cross Border Tourism Development Group, attended to provide an outline on the current work and in particular the merger between the Cambrian Railway Society and the Cambrian Railway Trust.  It was considered that a clear project plan now existed with six phases.  The first phase was from Oswestry Station to the Gas Works Bridge with clearance work already started in readiness for trains to operate at Easter and during the May Bank Holidays.  The operation was termed to return back to Oswestry and would incrementally build out from the town.  Each of the next phases was discussed.  It was also recognised that Oswestry to Gobowen will be the last stage of the plan and it was acknowledged that crossing the A5 will be a problem however a lengthy time period, because of the project plan, now exists to produce solutions.  The ultimate aim is still to link with the Gobowen Main Line Station.  
The group is now working to finalise a Business Plan for funding.  Currently it is working without funding at present.  The original quotations are now considered to be excessive and are all being reassessed.  In terms of why the project should succeed, then the reasons were related to local history and heritage, providing an attraction for Oswestry and creating vibrancy and support for the local economy.
4. OSWESTRY ARCHIVES – PROMOTING AND DEVELOPING
Helen Haynes, Town Archivist, attended and provided a comprehensive review of the last twelve months for the archives and also the exciting development work now taking place.

An increased number of searches had used the archives, talks had been given to various organisations, and development links had been established with Glyndwr University.

The inspection for licence renewal in February 2009 had raised some issues around the strong room areas and a long list of recommendations had been provided, primarily around health and safety and first aid.  The archive was now taking a lead on cemetery records with a programme to transfer the records onto a database.  Digital cemetery plans were also being produced to allow for day to day use.

The archive also has an ongoing process for restoration and documents for the sensitive treatment had been identified for the next year.

It was explained that the strong rooms for the archives had been well equipped by lottery expenses, however, various temperature and humidity controls had now started to fail and action was necessary promptly.  The Archivist was now collecting quotes to change the layout of the accommodation to provide for humidity controls and also new shelving with the aim of looking to provide a facility that will be sustainable for a further ten to twenty years.  On this basis the archives will be closed from June for approximately one month.  
A range of questions were asked of the Archivist recognising the local importance and local interest that the archives contain.

5. COMMUNITY WORKING WITH SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL
Nicki Young, Community Regeneration Officer, Shropshire Council, attended and outlined the framework for community working within Shropshire with three teams serving North, Central and Southern aspects of the County.  Community working had helped many groups to deliver projects and source funding from their Local Joint Committees or other external funds.
An impressive range of projects that community working was involved in was explained working with a wide cross section of the local community.

One particular area of interest was the Heritage Open Day scheduled for the 9th – 12th September 2010 and thanks for the Town Council’s support in this event were recorded.

It was also interested to note ongoing work with Oswestry Youth Cafe with a possibility of looking to open the Cafe during the day to older elements of the community.

The Skillsmart project was also reviewed and recognised that statistics will be provided for the Markets and Car Parks Committee of the Town Council at a future meeting.  What was also encouraging was advice that the number of empty shop units in Oswestry had reduced dramatically.

Various community problems were being dealt with including arson at Castlefields/Swan Lane with a Tenants Working Group having been established.  

Following the presentation numerous questions were asked and an informative dialogue took place.

6. OSWESTRY TOWN CHARITIES
Report from Mr R.A. Dyke, Clerk to Oswestry Town Charities, on the position of the funds at the 31st March 2010.

RESOLVED the reports be noted and also the Town Council to be invited to start a debate on the use of the Grace Rees Charity and the possibility of linking the charity into the wider Oswestry Town charities budget.
7. MAYOR’S REPORT
The Mayor provided a full and detailed report on the last Civic year.  This covered a range of policy, operational and procedural areas and as a result a question and answer session ensued.
Councillor Mrs M.E. Chamberlain
Mayor 
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