AC/108/10

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities Committee held on Wednesday, 3rd February, 2010 following the meeting of the Development and Planning Committee in The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:   

Councillors Mrs M. Benyon, W. Benyon, 

P.A. Cherrington, J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, 

Mrs C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, 

A.P.D. Hannagan, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones and M. Bennett (part)

Also in attendance:
The Town Clerk and the Facilities Manager

In the Chair:  

Councillor C. Schofield (Vice Chairman)
526.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor F.D. Aldridge – family commitments, Councillor Mrs D. Barrow – illness and Councillor Mrs E Channon – family commitments.

527.
PUBLIC SESSION
No members of the public were in attendance to ask questions.
528.
SPEAKER – THE MARCHES SCHOOL

The newly appointed Head Teacher Mrs Sarah Longville attended to talk about her vision for the school and its interaction with the local community.

Mrs Longville told the Committee that she has pledged to place the school at the very heart of the community, forging links with businesses, local organisations and theatre and sports groups. She also welcomed the invitation to work more closely with the Town Council.

Links have already been made between the Marches School and the Council with students becoming involved in the Youth Music Festival and Christmas Lights. The offer to use the Council Chamber at the Guildhall for school council meetings and talks on local government was accepted by Mrs Longville.

Members confirmed that they would like to begin discussions about setting up another Youth Council involving the Marches School.  Members also said that they would like to see some links into the school as previous in terms of assisting in presentations about the town and its politics.

A suggestion was also made that possibly the Marches could be a link with the Council in terms of Local Democracy Week for 2010. Confirmation was given that The Mayor would also like to be involved in any over seas visits that the School receive which could include a visit to the Guildhall.
529.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS

Declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

RESOLVED to note there were no declarations.
530.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on 23rd November, 2009 AC/107/09 were confirmed and signed.
531.
CAE GLAS PARK MONITORING MEETING
Report on a monitoring meeting as held on 8th January, 2010 CGP/140/10
RESOLVED the report be noted with a letter to be sent to the manual staff from the Council regarding the excellent job they made clearing the paths during the recent heavy snow falls and severe frosts.
532. 
CAE GLAS PARK – QUOTATIONS

Report from the Facilities Manager on costings for additional health and safety works TC/2028/10.

RESOLVED 

· To accept the MUGA quotation of £568.99 to install the drain but to attempt to recover costs from contractor of initial works.

· Accept the offer of free removal of the Yucca ensuring safe systems of work. Otherwise seek alternative quote.

· Accept quote of £368.60 to repair fence and path following removal of Elm tree. 

· Accept quote £82.80 for the repair of the manhole cover. 
533.
AMENITIES – ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND 
EXPENDITURE TO DATE

Report from The Finance Officer in the form of an analysis of actual income and expenditure TC/2029/10.

RESOLVED the report be noted.
534.
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL - HEALTH AND SAFETY UPDATE
Report from the Facilities Manager in terms of the review of health and safety management systems and the general overview that has been taken, particularly in terms of risk. -TC/2030/10.

RESOLVED the report be noted and to accept the lowest quotes

· £8,348.88 from V&W Electrics, Oswestry, for Periodic Electrical Testing with provision made in future budgets for the testing to be carried out every five years.

· £1,275 from Dynamic Risk Assessments, Old Colwyn, Conway for Fire Risk Assessments.
535.
CEMETERY MATTERS
A)
User Group
Report on a meeting of the Oswestry Cemetery User Group as held on the 26th November, 2009 - TC/2017/10.

RESOLVED the report be noted and to note the requirement for burial costs to be kept in line with national guidelines as a minimum.

B)
Cemetery Lodge Improvements

Report from the Facilities Manager on costings for improvement for the Cemetery Lodge as formally approved by the Council Cemetery Task and Finish Group under delegated powers - TC/1994/10.

RESOLVED the report be noted with costings in total of £5,242.33

C)
Oswestry Cemetery – Chapel Heating

Report from the Facilities Manager on the cost of providing heating into the Cemetery Chapel - TC/2031/10.

RESOLVED to accept quote of £1,787.35 from V&W Electrics, Oswestry
536.
EUROPEAN COMPUTER DRIVING LICENCE COURSE

Report from the Facilities Manager on training currently being undertaken by members of the Town Council staff - TC/2004/09.

RESOLVED to extend invitation to Councillors and agency staff.
537.
OSWESTRY VISITOR AND EXHIBITION CENTRE – VARIOUS ISSUES

A)
Telephone Account

Report from the Finance Officer on issues relating to the telephone account as received for the Visitor Centre and the resulting investigation and remedy to the problem - TC/2018/10.

RESOLVED to note the report and to thank the Finance Officer for resolving the issue.


B)
Cleanliness Report
Report from the Facilities Manager as requested by the Committee on cleaning arrangements at the Centre, currently undertaken by an external contractor - TC/2020/10.

RESOLVED to note report and to review all costs at the Centre during the next financial year.
C)
Lighting Improvements
Following repeated complaints concerning the standard of illumination within the Centre, report from the Facilities Manager on improvements that can be introduced -TC/2032/10.
RESOLVED to request a more energy efficient scheme that reflects the Grade 2 listed status of the building. 

538.
OLD POST OFFICE CLOCK

Report from the Facilities Manager on options for repair or replacement of the external clock at the Former Post Office - TC/2027/10.

RESOLVED, in principle, to record the preference to repair the existing model and with the ongoing issue of securing access to the property, to ask if it is possible for the clock to be fully serviced external of the property so internal workings are excluded.  Clarification and costings to be sought along with property owner consent.

539.
BUS SHELTERS 
Further to previous discussions, report from the Facilities Manager on potential costs to be incurred in respect of adding two additional bus shelters to the current Town Council portfolio following the request from Shropshire Council -TC/2019/10.

RESOLVED to refuse the request from Shropshire Council.
540.
OSWESTRY TEAM TENNIS – TOILET PROVISION
Following a recent meeting between Council and Team Tennis representatives concerns were expressed about the absence of toilet facilities in respect of the Team Tennis facilities.  

As instructed, the Facilities Manager has looked at options report TC/2003/09.

RESOLVED to accept the option to purchase toilet at a cost of £593.00 from Polyportables Ltd and to confirm the costings per month to empty and clean are £60.
541.
CAE GLAS PARK - COMPOSTING UNIT
Report from the Facilities Manager as requested on the history of the Composting Unit together with confirmation that the unit had been constructed to the agreed contractors plan as submitted to the Amenities Committee - TC/2021/10.
RESOLVED the report be noted and to confirm that the Unit is not fit for purpose and to accept the quote for removal at the amount of £480.00. A report on all Council recycling and composting opportunities to be provided by the Facilities Manager.
542.
OSWESTRY ARCHIVES
Quarterly report from Shropshire Council on archive activities for period October - December 2009.

RESOLVED the report be noted and the Archives Task and Finish Group be requested to work through the actions as suggested and to report back.
543.
OSWESTRY CHRISTMAS LIVE
Report from the Facilities Manager on the Christmas Live event held on the 4th December, 2009 - TC/2016/10.
RESOLVED 

· To thank all who took part.

· To look at expanding the evening onto the Bailey Head in 2010 by placing a stage in the area for choirs and silver bands.

· To investigate the possibility of putting a Christmas tree in the middle of the Bailey Head.
544.
LETTERS OF SUPPORT FOR A PROJECT TO IMPROVE THE 

SHROPSHIRE WAY

Letter from the Countryside Access Development Officer, Shropshire Council.  In summary, letters of support are needed to help ensure the project goes forward and funding is allocated.  Expressions of support are invited.

RESOLVED to express support.
545.
SHROPSHIRE’S NIGHT TIME ECONOMY
Letter from the Director of Shropshire Partnership inviting views on a new partnership approach to developing a safer and vibrant evening and night time economy in Shropshire.
RESOLVED

· To support the development of the early evening economy where few food outlets are currently available for both local and tourism economies.

· To support more events for young people within the town centre.

· For a greater promotion should take place on local restaurants and local food.

· To support the five objectives of the action plan but would question how they would be translated into outcomes.

· To support enhancement of rural transport provision to market towns but challenge if this is achievable with subsidies being removed by transport providers within the current financial climates.

· To suggest that safer car parking schemes are promoted to welcome visitors into town centres.

546.
COUNCIL TRACTOR
Report from the Facilities Manager on quotations options received for replacement of the Council’s tractor - TC/2033/10.

RESOLVED to note the quotes and to authorise expenditure up to  £12,560 when model has been decided by Council manual staff. The Mayor, Chair and Vice Chair of the Finance Committee to agree final decision.

547.
MAINTAINING HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION PROVISION – MANAGING THE LOCAL CONTEXT
Letter from The Director - Children and Young Peoples Services, Shropshire Council providing a feedback from area meetings held across Shropshire in October 2009.
RESOLVED to note and request clarity from Shropshire Council on dates and venues for Oswestry Town Council involvement.

548.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED In view of the confidential nature of business to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting.
