AC/103/09

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities Committee held on Wednesday, 17th June, 2009 at 7.00p.m. in The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain)

Councillors Mrs. D. Barrow, M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, 

W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. E. Channon, 

P.A. Cherrington, J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, R. Hoseason, 

J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones and C. Schofield.

Also in attendance:  The Community Services Officer.

In the Chair:  Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton.


   


434.
PUBLIC SESSION


RESOLVED to note that no members of the public were in attendance 
and no questions were raised on local issues.

435.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS

Declarations of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda were invited in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.


RESOLVED to note that 


The Mayor declared a personal interest in Item 
13 relating to the Girl 
Guide Movement as she is a member of the association.


Councillor Mrs. E. Channon declared a personal interest in item 13 as she 
is a member of the Trefoil Guild.


Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull declared a personal interest in item 6 – Oswestry 
Visitor and Exhibition Centre as she is a member of the Tourism 
Association.

436.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor F.D. Aldridge – 
holidays, K.R. Barrow – 
due to other duties, Mrs. C. Hawksley – due 
to illness, W.S. Keable – due to illness.


RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.

437.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on 8th April, 2009 were approved and signed,

AC/102/09.
438.
CAE GLAS PARK – MONITORING MEETINGS

RESOLVED to note reports on monitoring meetings as held on:

24th April, 2009 

-
CGP/135/09
15th May, 2009 

-
CGP/136/09

5th June, 2009

-
CGP/137/09
Further RESOLVED to seek quotations for the replacement of the pyramid climbing frame in the Children’s Play Area.

RESOLVED further to note action and update report from the Community Services Officer, TC/1911/09 and accept the recommendations outlined.

439.
OSWESTRY VISITOR AND EXHIBITION CENTRE
RESOLVED to note the report on a meeting held on the 1st May, 2009,
HCMG/61/09.
440.
GATACRE ALLOTMENTS

RESOLVED to note the report on a meeting of the Gatacre Allotments 
Liaison Committee held on the 12th June, 2009, TC/1912/09 and to 
actively seek costings for the installation of a toilet facility and associated 
utility connections.
441.
OSWESTRY ARCHIVES – UPDATE REPORT
RESOLVED 
to note the report from Helen Hayes, Archivist, as provided as part of the service level agreement with Shropshire Archives and to accept the quotation in the sum of £1,000 plus fixing for purchase of a small wall mounted dehumidifier.

442.
AMENITIES – ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
TO DATE

RESOLVED to note a report from The Finance Officer in the form of an analysis of actual income and expenditure up to the 8th June, 2009,

TC/1910/09
443.
OSWESTRY IN BLOOM
RESOLVED to note reports on meetings held on: 

16th April, 2009 

-
OIB/2/09

7th May, 2009 

-
OIB/3/09

20th May, 2009 

-
OIB/4/09

2nd June, 2009 

-
OIB/5/09

444.
LEISURE AND AMENITIES SUB-COMMITTEE

RESOLVED to note thanks to the Committee for the work which is 
carried out, LASC/2/09.
445.
OSWESTRY ROCK AND RIDE

RESOLVED to note the report from the Community Services Officer on 
the event scheduled for the 4th July, 2009, TC/1913/09.
446.
GIRL GUIDING – OSWESTRY DISTRICT

Letter from the District Commissioner expressing concern that the Council is unwilling to support the proposal for a floral display in Cae Glas Park in respect of the Centenary of Girl Guiding in 2010.  After some debate, it was

RESOLVED to enquire as to whether the quotation price could be held for a further twelve months and to look for a suitable site for this to be housed in the Park, based on payment being made from the 2010/2011 budget.

447.
MEMORIAL HALL COMMITTEE

RESOLVED to note a report on a meeting held on the 8th April, 2009.

448.
EX POST OFFICE – EXTERNAL FEATURE CLOCK

Letter from Smith of Derby Ltd. providing quotations for repairs etc. to the clock and to provide for an automatic restart unit.  This would ensure that the clock can then be serviced externally rather than from within the existing property.  RESOLVED 

· To request an urgent report in terms of liability to this device and any actions which this Council has previously taken.

· To approach Newgate Clocks on their opinion of refurbishment of this item as opposed to replacement. 

· To arrange a special meeting of the Leisure and Amenities Sub-Committee in order to discuss findings.

· That the Finance Officer, the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Finance and General Purposes Committee look towards making funding bids to cover the costings from the Regeneration Budget.

449.
ELECTRICITY ACT 1989


132kV SINGLE CIRCUIT FLAT FORMATION OVERHEAD LINE


REINFORCEMENT BETWEEN LEGACY SUBSTATION (OS REF.


SJ295483), WREXHAM AND OSWESTRY SUBSTATION (OS REF.


SJ303305) OSWESTRY, SHROPSHIRE.


Councillor W.O. Jones declared a non pecuniary interest in this item.



Letter from SP Energy Networks advising that SPM has made an 
application to the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change to 
erect and maintain the proposed 132kV wood pole line.  After 
considerable debate, it was


RESOLVED that this request should be opposed and representations 
made with regard to the cables being buried in order to maintain a visual 
appearance of the area or an alternative route be found.

450. BRITISH AND INTERNATIONAL  FEDERATION OF FESTIVALS
Invitation to attend the Annual Conference 2009 to be held at the Radisson SAS Hotel, Durham, 9th-11th October, 2009.  Conference delegate fee is £185.00 exclusive of travel.

RESOLVED that Councillor M. Bennett attend this event.

451.
CULTURAL STRATEGY MEETING
RESOLVED to note the report from Councillor M. Bennett on the Cultural Strategy meeting as held at Craven Arms on the 30th April, 2009.

452.
OSWESTRY PLAY PARTNERSHIP
RESOLVED to note the letter from Councillor M. Bennett as the Chair of the Oswestry Play Partnership.

The writer confirms that the Partnership “has been in existence for 2 years, and was formed to substantiate a bid for funding to improve play provision in Oswestry and to monitor Section 106 agreement to ensure that where these have been secured for play provision that this is provided.

This was done under the Borough Council which was dissolved on April 1st.

As a result the partnership needs to update its constitution to reflect the change to Shropshire Council, and also to refresh and re-engage its membership.  There are a number of emerging opportunities to bid for funds, and to ensure that we have the best provision possible local to North West Shropshire!

453.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting 
to allow discussion of an item relating to a legal matter as it was 
considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential 
nature of the business to be transacted.

