







AC/106/09

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities Committee held on Wednesday, 14th October, 2009 following the meeting of the Development and Planning Committee in The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain



Councillors F.D. Aldridge, M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon,



Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. E. Channon, P.A. Cherrington,

J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, A.P.D. Hannagan, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, J.G. Jones and W.O. Jones.

Also in attendance:   
The Town Clerk





The Facilities Manager

In the Chair:     Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton

486. PUBLIC SESSION

RESOLVED to note that no members of the public were in attendance and no questions were raised on local issues.

487. APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow – illness, Councillor W. Benyon – illness, Councillor W.S. Keable – illness and Councillor C. Schofield – illness.

RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.
488.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS

Declarations of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda were invited in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

RESOLVED

Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain declared a personal interest in item No.7 – Cae Glas Park and Girl Guiding Centenary Floral Displays – as a member of the Girl Guides Association.

Councillor Mrs. E. Channon declared a personal interest in item No.7 – Cae Glas Park and Girl Guiding Centenary Floral Display – as a  member of the Girl Guides Association.

489.
MINUTES

Minutes of a meeting held on the 16th September, 2009, AC/105/09, were confirmed and signed.

490.
CAE GLAS PARK MONITORING MEETING

RESOLVED to adopt the report from the Facilities Manager on Cae Glas Park monitoring for September and October 2009, TC/1967/09

In terms of issues arising from the report it was RESOLVED

· To accept a quotation in the sum of £1,100 for purchase of 4 bench seats from Hardings, The Garden Centre, Welshpool.

· To accept the bench seats design for uniformity in both Park and Cemetery as future policy.

· To accept the Park Contractor’s quote of £1030.38 for additional work as set out in TC/1967/09.

· To invite the Facilities Manager to discuss with the contractor the need for the composting area to be used for purposes as intended and to programme the changes needed at the earliest opportunity with early report back to Committee.

491. CAE GLAS PARK AND GIRL GUIDING CENTENARY FLORAL   


DISPLAYS
Report from the Town Clerk on a meeting held on the 1st October, 2009.

With regard to the floral displays, the contractor had confirmed the cost of the floral displays are £1,250 Guides and £1,490 Centenary of Park.

After discussion, it was RESOLVED
· To note Report TC/1968/09.
· To accept the 2 costings but to look at any alterations to reduce costs with authority delegated to Chairman and Vice-Chairman.

· To invite the Guides to put in a funding bid to the Local Joint Committee but to acknowledge that some Town Councillors are members of the Local Joint Committee and may require a Shropshire Council dispensation to permit participation.  Town Clerk to make the application as appropriate.

492. OSWESTRY WATER FORUM

Report from the Town Clerk on a meeting of the Oswestry Water Forum as held on the 6th October, 2009.

RESOLVED

· To note Report TC/1969/09. 

· To express delight at the turn out and accept the report with thanks to Councillor J.R. Evans.

· Oswestry Town Council to write to the Consumer Council for Water highlighting the ongoing wide community concern over the poor standard of Oswestry supply and seeking their guidance and/or intervention with a meeting to be requested in Oswestry, looking to seek change and improvement.

493. HEALTH SERVICES IN SHROPSHIRE, TELFORD AND WREKIN

The Council requested at its recent meeting, the opportunity for a discussion on the recent media briefing and the resulting discussions following the finding of a study of options to ensure clinically safe and high quality NHS hospital services across the county over the next five years.  The report already outlined the feasibility of options for a single site hospital in the longer term, to 2020 and beyond.

Councillor A.P.D. Hannagan declared a personal interest as Chair of Shropshire County Primary Care Trust.

RESOLVED

· The Town Clerk to write to Shropshire County NHS Primary Care Trust seeking reassurance that the needs of Oswestry and the currently available services and facilities are not to be diminished in any way, particularly at the Robert Jones and Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital.

· Also to urge that Phase 2 of the Oswestry Health Village and, in particular, the maternity provision are provided as intended and promoted by Owen Paterson, M.P.

· To seek information on the refresh of the H4O report.

494.
AMENITIES – ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDTIURE TO DATE

RESOLVED to accept the report from the Finance Officer in the form of an analysis of actual income and expenditure up to 5th October, 2009, TC/1955/09.

495.
FLORAL DECORATION SCHEME

Report from the Administrative and Services Officer on the 2009 scheme and progress for 2010.

RESOLVED

· To confirm acceptance of Report TC/1970/09.

· To welcome the update report on sponsorship to be achieved.

· To retain the existing winter bedding programme and not extend at this time.

· To confirm watering charges for 2010 as suggested.

· To note that the existing contractor is unable to complete the last year of his contract in respect of 2010 and therefore the Council to permit a transfer/partnership between the existing contractor and Mr. P. Cartwright.  The same terms and conditions as existing to apply with the aim of retaining the existing quality.  2010 therefore to be considered a trial and if satisfaction is appropriate, then the Council to look to a potential extended agreement with 

Mr. Cartwright.

496. ARCHIVES – UPDATE REPORT

Update report from Shropshire Archives in respect of their service level agreement for the period July to September 2009.  After discussion, it was RESOLVED 

· To note and accept the report.

· To invite James Anthony, Head of Libraries to attend a future meeting with the Amenities Committee of the Council.

497. CHRISTMAS DECORATIVE LIGHTING

Report from the Town Clerk on the Christmas Decorative Lighting scheme.

RESOLVED 

· To adopt Report T/1973/09.

· To invite Mr. Chris Edwards, Assistant Director, Environmental Maintenance, Shropshire Council to an early meeting to agree strategic and operational arrangements for 2010 and beyond and to seek to secure appropriate ring fenced funding for the longer term future.

498. FORMER POST OFFICE/FUNFAYRE CHURCH STREET CLOCK

Report from the Town Clerk on quotations received for repairs of the clock.  In addition, John Pryce-Jones, a local historian, had provided information that the clock was put up after the death in December 1884 of John Askew Roberts as a memorial to the Past Mayor.  The research from John Pryce-Jones indicated that public inscription involved and the fact that the Council had certainly meet the associated costs of the clock since 1974.

RESOLVED

· To note report Report TC/1974/09.

· To record an aspiration to submit to the Local Joint Committee a funding application for repair on the basis of the clock being a community asset and an item of local history and therefore to seek clarification as to whether such a proposal would fit the criteria.  If appropriate, then a funding bid to be made.

· As an alternative, to seek clarification if Newgate Clocks could provide a replacement and at what cost.

· An update report to be provided by the Facilities Manager to a future meeting.

499. EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of an item relating to a legal matter as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

