                                AC/05/10
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes on a meeting of the Amenities Committee held on Wednesday 24th November, 2010 in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT: 
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. E. Channon,

Councillors Mrs. M. Benyon, M. Bennett, P. Cherrington, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, D.P. Milner and S. Rainey 


In the Chair:
           Councillor Mrs. A. H. Bickerton
In attendance:
David Preston, Town Clerk


Glenys Davies, Facilities Manager
83.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from:

Councillor F.D. Aldridge – family commitments, Councillor Mrs M.E. Chamberlain – previous engagement, Councillor J.G. Jones - holiday, Councillor W.O. Jones - holiday, Councillor C. Schofield – holiday, Councillor Mrs. V. Schofield – holiday and Councillor W. Benyon – family commitments.

RESOLVED the apologies be accepted.
84.
PUBLIC SESSION
No members of the public were in attendance to ask questions.
85.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS

Declarations were invited in respect of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

Councillor Mrs C. Hawksley declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 18 as a family member is employed by the NHS.

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. E. Channon declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 18 as family members are employed by the NHS.

85.
ACTIVE OSWESTRY


Councillor Steve Charmley, Shropshire Council, Portfolio Holder for Culture and Leisure, attended to discuss Active Oswestry and to introduce Oswestry Games, Oswestry’s version of the Olympics.


Oswestry has been chosen as a pilot in an initiative to get everyone moving, sports that will be promoted are walking, swimming, rugby and cricket.


The project group talked to residents and shoppers regarding barriers to becoming active in Oswestry. They supplied video cameras to willing volunteers and the resulting film will be screened at a presentation at WNS College on 13th December 2010 at 7.00pm.


The evening will be very much a starting point with the invite going out to any groups that would like to be involved, it will be very volunteer sector based.


Shropshire Council’s mission is to support Active Oswestry in the hope it will build and develop and would like to involve Oswestry Town Council, The Sports Advisory Council, Primary Care Trusts and any community groups in the project.


OSWESTRY GAMES

It is proposed to hold Oswestry’s very own Olympic Games on 6th – 15th July 2012. It is seen as a once in a life time chance for the Olympics to be on our doorstep so it will be an opportunity to showcase Oswestry and to promote sporting and cultural organisations in the area. 


It will give residents a chance to try something new and to forge new bonds between organisations and clubs.


The Vision


Opening ceremony – Cae Glas Park?


Competitions, tournaments, artists showcase

Coordinated School Sports Day


Cultural events hosted or sponsored by local businesses

Closing ceremony – Party in the Park/Picnic in the Park – possibly ending with fireworks

Key Dates

Friday 6th July 2012 – opening ceremony

Games start for real on 9th July

7th – 14th July events hosted at clubs

15th July – Oswestry Half Marathon & Cycle Race finishing at Park Hall

Family Community Day at Park Hall

Closing ceremony at the Leisure Centre or Wilfred Owen Green

Other Ideas

Olympic Flame/Beacon on Hill Fort

WNS College to design a website

Music competition to compose an anthem

Involve voluntary sector

Develop logo and branding

Possible Funding

£10,000 loan from Oswestry Sports Council

Local Joint Committee

West Mid 2012 Community Games Fund

Business sponsorship

Advertising

Next Steps

November 26th 2010 public launch

Sign up clubs and organisations

Attract sponsors

Spring 2011 full Press launch

Confirm dates and pull together by the end of 2011

Following discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To consider in the future the funding of medals for the Games with the Oswestry Coat of Arms.

· To include information for the Games anthem competition in the Oswestry Youth Music Festival 2011 Programme. 

86.
MINUTES

Minutes of a meeting held on 13th October 2010 AC/04/10 were confirmed and signed
87.
CHRISTMAS DECORATIVE LIGHTING

An update report was received from the Facilities Manager following further discussions with Shropshire Council regarding the transfer of the scheme and funding to the Town Council from 2010 onwards.

RESOLVED TC/2172/10 be noted.

88.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE TO DATE
Report from the Finance Officer in the form of an analysis of actual income and expenditure dated the12th November 2010.

RESOLVED TC/2168/10 be adopted.
89.
CAE GLAS PARK – MAINTENANCE

a)
Update report from the Facilities Manager on meetings as held with Fastrack Grounds Maintenance on the 7th and 21st October, 2nd and 12th November 2010.

RESOLVED CGP/146/10 be adopted and to:

· Investigate alternative cheaper options for repair to the Silent Garden pathway.

· Instruct the Park Contractor to remove the bark from the Rose Garden and to test the soil to establish acidity and to treat as necessary.

· Write a policy for gifts for all Town Council sites to ensure consistency following the discussion on recent plaques sited at donated trees in the Park.

· Note that the Summer Bedding Scheme 2011 was agreed, total cost £14,822.78 to include permanent planting in the Double Tennis Court beds bordering the Bowling Green.
b)
Report on a meeting of Councillors held on 12th October 2010 to discuss summer bedding proposals for 2011.


RESOLVED TC/2179/10 be adopted.

90.
OSWESTRY VISITOR & EXHIBITION CENTRE

Report on meetings between Facilities Manager and staff held on 5th October and 1st November 2010.

RESOLVED HC/68/10 be adopted.
91.
OSWESTRY YOUTH COUNCIL


Report from the Facilities Manager on progress in setting up Oswestry Youth Council.

RESOLVED TC/2171/10 be adopted and to:

· Agree the usual £1,000 budget for 2011/12 for the Youth Council to award grants.

· Acknowledge that it is important for the Youth Councillors to know that they have access to the Town Councillors.

· Award a small gift or certificate to the Youth Councillors on leaving.

· Note that Oswestry School have expressed an interest to organise a joint event with the Town Council to celebrate the Royal Wedding next year. 
92.
OSWESTRY IN BLOOM COMMITTEE


Report on a meeting of the Oswestry in Bloom Committee held on 26th October 2010.


RESOLVED OIB/9/10 be noted.
93.
OSWESTRY FOOTWAY LIGHTING 


Report from the Town Clerk on a meeting of Market Town Councils with Shropshire Council as held on Monday 15th November 2010. 

RESOLVED TC/2174/10 be noted and to:

· Propose that a unified database of street lighting be developed by Shropshire Council to resolve the problem of establishing ownership.

· Request an early report on the condition of the Town Council’s street lighting portfolio.

· Agree that the principle to reduce light pollution by the use of new technology and safe levels of reduction should be applauded.

· Review services previously examined under Best Value.
94.
GATACRE ALLOTMENTS


Letter from Lanyon Bowdler Solicitors confirming that the transfer of the freehold interest in the allotments from Shropshire Council to this Council was duly completed on 2nd November 2010.  The transfer has been registered with Land Registry.


It was RESOLVED that this information be noted.

95.
OSWESTRY YOUTH MUSIC FESTIVAL 2011


Report from the Retail Markets and Events Manager on a meeting of the Organising Committee held on Tuesday 2nd November 2010.


It was RESOLVED that the report be noted and for the Organising Committee to investigate the possible award of medallions to the competition winners in addition to, or instead of, trophies.
96.
OSWESTRY YOUTH MUSIC FESTIVAL – RESIGNATION


The resignation from the Sub-Committee has been received from Councillor W. Benyon.  The Committee is invited to appoint a replacement to fill the vacancy.


It was RESOLVED that Councillor D.P. Milner be appointed to fill this vacancy.

97.
BRITISH AND INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF FESTIVALS OF MUSIC, DANCE AND SPEECH – ANNUAL CONFERENCE


Report from Councillor M. Bennett on the Annual Conference held at Norwich from 1st – 3rd October 2010.


It was RESOLVED that the report be noted with thanks to Councillor Bennett for his attendance.
98.
NHS TRUST – COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES FOR SHROPSHIRE


Letter from Shropshire County NHS Primary Care Trust and NHS Telford and Wrekin in terms of a consultation on a proposed new NHS Trust to provide community health services for Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin.

It was RESOLVED that a small Task and Finish Group be set up to look at the consultation document in more detail and to make a response to the Community Health Services by 17th December 2010.

Group members: 
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. E. Channon, Councillors Mrs. C. Hawksley, Miss. B.Y. Gull, 
M. Bennett and P.A. Cherrington.

99.
OSWESTRY CEMETERY - MAINTENANCE


Report from the Facilities Manager on meetings with members of staff held on various dates during October and November 2010. 

It was RESOLVED that the report TC/2165/10 be noted and to accept the cost of £1,544 for a new concrete plinth to be laid for mounting headstones by D. Pritchard, Builders and Developers Ltd. Morton.

100.
“THE DANCE OF LIFE”


Request from two residents from the Council to consider liaising with the Trust at the Orthopaedic Hospital, Gobowen, regarding a mural painting by Mildred E. Eldridge “The Dance of Life” and to consider exhibiting or incorporating the mural into the proposed Market Hall improvements with the help of Heritage Lottery funding.


It was RESOLVED to stress that the request had not been made by the Council but to write to the Orthopaedic Hospital to enquire what the future intentions for the mural are.
101.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
In view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was RESOLVED that the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting.
