AC/102/09
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities Committee held on Wednesday, 8th April, 2009 at 7.00p.m. at The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor J.G. Jones)

Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. D. Barrow, M. Bennett, 
Mrs. M. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, Mrs. E. Channon, P.A. Cherrington, J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, R. Hoseason, W.O. Jones and C. Schofield.

Also in attendance:  The Community Services Officer.
In the Chair:  Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton.


   

406.
PUBLIC SESSION


RESOLVED to note that one member of the public was in attendance, 
however no questions were raised on local issues.

407.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS

Declarations of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda were invited in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

RESOLVED to note that there were no declarations.

408.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor K.R. Barrow – 
due to previous meeting, W. Benyon – due to illness, Mrs. C. 
Hawksley – due to illness, W.S. Keable – holidays.


RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.

409.
MINUTES


Minutes of a meeting held on the 26th January, 2009, AC/101/09, were 
approved and signed.


410.
CAE GLAS PARK – MONITORING MEETINGS

RESOLVED to note the report on monitoring meetings as held on:

 16th January, 2009

-
CGP/133/09

3rd March, 2009 

-
CGP/134/09
Further RESOLVED to note action and update report from the Community Services Officer, TC/1888/09 and accept the recommendations outlined.
RESOLVED further to note the report on a meeting with Members held on the 5th March, 2009, TC/1851/09.
411.
OSWESTRY ARCHIVES – UPDATE REPORT
A quarterly report from Helen Hayes, Archivist, was provided as part of the service level agreement with Shropshire Archives.


Members RESOLVED to note this report and consider options for a 
celebration of the 200th anniversary of the Street Act to be discussed 
at a future meeting.

412.
AMENITIES – ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
TO DATE

RESOLVED to note, with thanks, a report from The Finance Officer in the form of an analysis of actual income and expenditure up to 31st March, 2009, TC/1853/09
413.
OSWESTRY IN BLOOM
RESOLVED to note the report on a meeting held on the 10th March, 2009.

OIB/1/09.
414.
GATACRE ALLOTMENTS
It was RESOLVED to note a report on a meeting held on the 12th March, 2009, GA/6/09 and to adopt a report from the Community Services Officer with recommendations for allotment increases for 2009/2010, TC/1855/09.
415.
LEISURE AND AMENITIES SUB-COMMITTEE

RESOLVED to adopt the minutes of a meeting of the Leisure and 
Amenities Sub-Committee 
held on the 26th January, 2009, LASC/1/09.
416.
PROPOSED MEMORIAL IN CAE GLAS PARK
RESOLVED to note the update on preparations for the Memorial Parade to be held on Sunday, 7th June, 2009.

417.
OSWESTRY BOROUGH COUNCIL – CIVIC AND CEREMONIAL 
ASSETS

Following a meeting of the Task and Finish Group and resulting correspondence, it is confirmed that the Borough Council has provided a cheque for £3,000 towards the future storage and accommodation of its civic and ceremonial assets.

At the time of preparing this agenda uncertainty still existed as to what assets would be placed in the ownership of the Council and what would be offered to other town centre locations.  

RESOLVED contact is to be made with Claire Porter in order to establish what assets are to be received.

418.
LAND AND PROPERTY UPDATES

RESOLVED to note the report from the Town Clerk following a meeting with Officers of the new Shropshire Council, TC/1887/09.
419.
OUR LADY AND ST. OSWALD’S RC PRIMARY – SAFER ROUTES TO 
SCHOOLS

Letter from Shropshire Council looking at a scheme for the above.
After considerable discussion, it was 

RESOLVED that the proposed scheme was over detailed in providing two zebra crossings which would possibly exacerbate the situation and subsequently request that a meeting be co-ordinated with the schools representatives, Shropshire Council and the Development and Planning Committee.
420.
NEW ALLOTMENTS
RESOLVED to note that the Council was informed that the Town Clerk recently attended a meeting with Councillor W. Benyon on the basis that he had identified elements of land, understood to be in public ownership, which could possibly be utilised for allotment purposes.  The land is a corridor north of Broadlands Way, running alongside the bypass.  As a result of the site meeting an informal approach has been made to the Shropshire Council to clarify ownership, potential availability and possible grant funding.
421.
NORTHERN SHROPSHIRE PARTNERSHIP

RESOLVED to note, for information, a report on a meeting of the 
Executive Board for the Northern Shropshire Partnership held on the 4th 
March, 2009 at Whitchurch.

422.
YOUTH CAFÉ MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

RESOLVED to note a report from Councillor Mrs. E. Channon on a 
meeting of the Youth Café 
Committee held on the 22nd January, 2009. 
highlighting that an alarm system had been installed into the Youth Café 
building in order to assist staff in ascertaining the movements of those 
who attend.  In addition to this, a CCTV system is in operation, a good 
deal of refurbishment has been carried out, including new carpets in the 
games room and repairs to the female washrooms.  Quotations are 
currently being sought to accommodate an office and quiet room area.  
Courses in first aid and food hygiene are being attended by the volunteer 
workers, a Youth Committee is being formed and the Chair and Vice-Chair 
of this Committee are to be elected by their peers.  Following this they will 
be actively involved in discussions and decision makings for the Café.

423.
THE SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (FP 18 (PART), PARISH OF 
OSWESTRY URBAN) PUBLIC PATH DIVERSION ORDER 2008

For information, the Council was served with a copy of the legal notice 
confirming that the above named Rights of Way Order was confirmed by 
Shropshire County Council on the 22nd January, 2009.  After 

consideration, it was


RESOLVED to enquire as to whether the Order would impact on any 
future plans for development of the railway line over this section of land.

424.
OSWESTRY TOWN GREEN

Following the meeting with the Council on the 19th February a response 
has been received from Neil Willcox, Head of  Countryside and Heritage, 
Shropshire Council explaining that their approach would be to work with 
the local community to develop and manage the land in future and that the 
key short-term issues are:


Clarification of the ownership and of the boundary of the land.


Confirmation that there are no outstanding land contamination issues with 
the land.


Address any immediate site safety issues.


Provision of signage describing the ownership of the land.


In the more medium term we need to:


Develop a “brief/plan” for the future development and management of the 
site with the local community – in this respect Councillors mentioned a 
number of issues and ideas including vandalism, safety, the development 
of a cycle track, the development of a “kick about area”, tree planting, etc. 
etc.

RESOLVED to note the information as provided.
425.
CAE GLAS PARK CONTRACT

The contract in respect of Cae Glas Park has now terminated.  It was 
recommended that following discussions with the contractor that a three 
year extension be provided from the 1st April, 2009 based on like for like 
terms with RPI increases only.


The Committee was asked to record the intention in 2011 to formally 
retender the contract, linked to the potential of establishing a Direct Works 
Organisation, possibly working with wider sector interests.


RESOLVED to note this information.

426.
CEMETERY PERFORMANCE

RESOLVED to note report TC/1875/09 and to thank Officers for their 
work in preparing this report and refer the details to the Task and Finish 
Group in order to ascertain whether there is a requirement for such 
a 
detailed report in future.
427.
OSWESTRY ROCK AND RIDE

RESOLVED to note the report TC/1877/09 from the Town Clerk following 
a meeting of 
representatives looking to arrange a significant 
Friday/Saturday event in Oswestry for the summer months.
428.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting 
to allow discussion of an item relating to a legal matter as it was 
considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential 
nature of the business to be transacted.

