AC/101/09
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities Committee held on Monday, 26th January, 2009 at 7.00p.m. at The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor J.G. Jones)

Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. D. Barrow, K.R. Barrow, 

M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon,  Mrs. E. Channon, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, J.R. Evans, W.S. Keable and 

C. Schofield.

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk

391.
PUBLIC SESSION


RESOLVED to note that no members of the public were in attendance to 
question the Council on local issues.

392.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS

Declarations of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda were invited in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

RESOLVED the below declarations were made:


Councillor M. Bennett declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 13 – 
Oswestry Borough Council – Civic and Ceremonial Assets – as a member 
of the Borough Council Task and Finish Group.

393.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs. M.E. 
Chamberlain – illness, Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton – illness,


Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull – civic event,  Councillor W.O. Jones – 
family funeral. 


RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.

394.
MINUTES


Minutes of a meeting held on the 3rd December, 2008, AC/100/08, were 

confirmed and signed.
395.
CAE GLAS PARK – MONITORING MEETINGS


RESOLVED to note a report on a monitoring meeting as held on 16th 
January, 2009, CGP/133/09.
With regard to the update report from the Community Services Officer outlining action required from that monitoring meeting, then it was

RESOLVED that Report TC/1852/09 be the subject of a special meeting of the Amenities Committee to be held on site, with delegated authority to be given in terms of the quotations as provided.  Concerns however were expressed over the proposed Willow Dome and potential vandalism.
396.
OSWESTRY VISITOR AND EXHIBITION CENTRE
Report on a meeting held on the 19th December, 2008, HCMG/60/08.
RESOLVED the report be adopted.
397.
OSWESTRY ARCHIVES – UPDATE REPORT
RESOLVED 
to note a quarterly report from Helen Hayes, Archivist, as provided as part of the service level agreement with Shropshire Archives.

398.
AMENITIES – ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
TO DATE

RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer in the form of an analysis of actual income and expenditure up to 15th January, 2009,


TC/1851/09.

399.
OSWESTRY CHRISTMAS LIVE
RESOLVED to adopt a report from the Community Services Officer on Oswestry Christmas Live, TC/1853/09 that had been considered to be an outstanding success. 

In addition, it was further RESOLVED to record thanks to the Town Clerk, Community Services Officer and the manual staff of the Council, alongside the community and local businesses for coming together to provide such an excellent evening.
400.
PROPOSED MEMORIAL IN CAE GLAS PARK
Update on preparations for the Memorial Parade to be held on Sunday, 7th June, 2009.

RESOLVED to note and confirm the commitment and support for the event from the Town Council.
401.
DELEGATION/DEVOLUTION OF SERVICES TO PARISH AND TOWN 
COUNCILS


Letter from Assistant Director, Director – Environmental Maintenance, 
Shropshire County Council commenting on feedback from the Council in 
respect of the Local Communities Act and the transfer of assets to the 
Town Council.


RESOLVED to note that a further meeting was scheduled for the 3rd 
February.

402.
SHROPSHIRE DISABILITY NETWORK
Letter from the Chairman, Shropshire Disability Network, providing an update on progress in terms of the establishment of this voluntary organisation.

RESOLVED the information be noted.

403.
OSWESTRY BOROUGH COUNCIL – CIVIC AND CEREMONIAL 
ASSETS

Councillor Bennett declared a prejudicial interest and left the Council Chamber, taking no part in discussion or voting.

Letter from the Council Manager, Oswestry Borough Council outlining the process for securing the future of the Council’s civic and ceremonial assets following the dissolution of the Council at the end of March 2009.

In summary, the Council was asked to act as a custodian of certain civic and ceremonial assets as set out in Appendix A to Report C432.  After discussion, it was RESOLVED
· To express concern at the lack of clarity of the invitation.
· To record an interest in principle.
· Due to storage, display and insurance issues, to refer the matter to a Task and Finish Group to meet with the Borough Council.
· To link the potential for the display of Borough Council artefacts to those held by the Town Council and therefore joint display opportunities to be considered.
Further RESOLVED the Task and Finish Group to comprise of The Mayor and the Chairman of the Amenities Committee, together with Councillors Mrs. E. Channon, J.R. Evans and C. Schofield.
404.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of an item relating to a legal matter as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

In terms of Schedule 12A, Local Government Act 1972 the following items will be likely to disclose exempt information relating to leasing and establishment matters.

