AC/02/11
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Amenities Committee held on Wednesday 29th June 2011 in the Council Chamber, the Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley.

Councillors M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, 

Mrs. E. Channon, P. Cherrington, Miss B.Y. Gull, R. Hoseason, V. Hunt, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones, D.P. Milner, Mrs. V. Schofield.

In the Chair: Councillor C. Schofield


In attendance: Glenys Davies, Facilities Manager
4.
PUBLIC SESSION
There were no members of the public in attendance.

5.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from:

Councillor S. Rainey – previous engagement.

6.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS

Declarations were invited in respect of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

Councillor C. Schofield declared a personal interest in Item 13, Visitor and Exhibition Centre and Item 14, Policy and Monitoring Advisory Group as wife is a member of the Oswestry and Borderland Tourism Association. 
Councillor Mrs V. Schofield declared a personal interest in Item 13, Visitor and Exhibition Centre and Item 14, Policy and Monitoring Advisory Group as a member of the Oswestry and Borderland Tourism Association. 

7.
OSWESTRY TWINNING ASSOCIATION

David Davies, Vice Chairman of Oswestry Twinning Association, attended to make a presentation to the Mayor of a gift from Combs-La-Ville following the recent visit by the Association.


As part of that visit a roundabout in Combs-La-Ville was named after Oswestry and an exchange of gifts took place.


The Mayor thanked Mr Davies and the Oswestry Twinning Association for the gift on behalf of the Town Council.
8.
MINUTES

Minutes of meetings held on 9th March 2011 AC/07/11 and 16th May 2011 AC/01/11 were confirmed and signed.
10.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
Report from the Finance Officer in the form of an analysis of actual income and expenditure estimated to 15th June 2011.

RESOLVED TC/2272/11 be adopted and to;
· Write to Boots Chief Executive Officer regarding the non payment of £100 for their Christmas trees (1046)

· To write off Bad Debts relating to 2009/10 (1023)

11.
CAE GLAS PARK

a) Maintenance
Update reports from the Facilities Manager on meetings as held with Fastrack Grounds Maintenance.

Copy reports attached 

RESOLVED to note reports CGP/149/11 and CGP/150/11 and to investigate and improve the contents of the Blind Garden beds in relation to soil and nutrients removing any debris believed to be in the beds.

To seek recommendations for a Sensory Garden to replace the Blind Garden concept which has been lost over time.
b) Bowling 
Letter from Henry Pugh regarding the promotion of bowling in Cae Glas Park.

Copy letter Appendix ‘A’

Following considerable discussion it was RESOLVED to note correspondence and to agree a probationary period of 12 months to monitor usage of the Bowling Green.  Thanks go to Mr Pugh for encouraging the public to use the facility.

12.
OSWESTRY YOUTH COUNCIL 
Report from the Facilities Manager on meetings of the Oswestry Youth Council held on the 31st March and 12th May 2011.
RESOLVED TC/2281/11 be noted.
13.
CHRISTMAS DECORATIVE LIGHTING
Report from the Facilities Manager on the transfer of the Christmas Decorative Lighting Contract from Shropshire Council.
RESOLVED TC/2257/11 be noted and to 
· Contact Shropshire Council for the permission from landlords to erect lights on their property documentation;

· Authorise the Town Clerk to investigate storage options, consulting with developers of the Cattle Auction site for a possible location;

· Ask the Town Clerk to bring a full report back to Council on the possible outsourcing arrangements of the contract with other Town Councils.

14.
OSWESTRY CEMETERY 

Report from the Facilities Manager on meetings with members of staff held on various dates during March, April and May 2011.

RESOLVED TC/2280/11 be noted.
15.
CAE GLAS PARK PLAY EQUIPMENT
Update report from the Facilities Manager on the Cae Glas Park children’s play equipment. 
RESOLVED TC/2271/11 be noted and to remove the Bowling Green from the location options.
16. 
VISITOR AND EXHIBITION CENTRE

Report from the Facilities Manager on staff meetings held at the Centre.

RESOLVED HC/71/11 be noted.
17.
POLICY AND MONITORING ADVISORY GROUP


Minutes of the Oswestry Town Council/Oswestry Borderland 


Tourism Limited Policy and Monitoring Advisory Group held on 

Tuesday 8th March 2011.


RESOLVED TC/2230/11 be noted.
18.
OSWESTRY ARCHIVES

a) Annual Report

Annual Report for Oswestry Town Archives from the County Archivist, Shropshire Records.

RESOLVED Appendix ‘B’ be noted and Members would be grateful if Shropshire Council could share their plans of the future provision of the service level agreement held with this Council following the recent management restructure.
b) TNA Inspection of Oswestry Town Council Archive
For information, letter from the Head of Archive Sector Development, the National Archives, providing the final agreed report of the inspection.

RESOLVED Appendix ‘C’ be noted.
c) National Archives – “Archives for Beginners”
Contact has been made by the National Archives indicating that they would like to use Oswestry Town Archives as an example of best practice in a guide for people setting up archives.  The guidance note is entitled “Archives for Beginners”.   It is aimed at people without professional qualifications who have archives in their care, including other cultural heritage professionals and those new to archives.  A case study section is to be included on best practice and Nick Coney of the National Archives has recommended the Oswestry service for best practice.

RESOLVED that the Archives be used as an example of best practice.
19.
NOTICE OF MOTION


Notice of Motion in the name of Councillor Bennett:

“This Council contacts the West Bromwich Building Society, urging 
them that as part of the renovations to their property in Church Street, 
they reinstate the tiling mural illustrating the history of the building.


That should the company decline to do this, the Council consider 
offering space in the Guildhall for the public and permanent display of 
these unique tiles.”
RESOLVED to write to the West Bromwich Building Society urging them to reinstate the mural in the building it was commissioned to represent or failing that, to offer to display it in the Guildhall.
20.
NORTH SHROPSHIRE AND OSWESTRY TOURISM CONFERENCE

a) Representatives attended the above Conference, arranged by Shropshire Council, on the 19th May 2011.  For information a summary of the results of the sessions from the day are 
provided for information.

RESOLVED Appendix ‘D’ be noted.
b) Email from Alison Patrick, Tourism Officer, Shropshire Council, seeking funding for a new tourism strategy for Oswestry and North Shropshire.
RESOLVED Appendix ‘E’ be noted.
21.
LOCAL COUNCILS – ENERGY EFFICIENCY IMPROVEMENTS

Invitation from NALC and Aylesbury Town Council to attend a half day 
workshop to look at opportunities for local councils to help their 
 
communities access funding for energy efficient improvements.


The workshop is to be held in the Council Chamber, Aylesbury Town 
Council, Buckinghamshire, on the 7th July 2011 from 10.30 am - 2.30 
pm.  The workshop is part of a project being run by Dr Joanne Wade 
and Impetus Consulting in partnership with NALC and the Association 
of Scottish Community Councils, and with funding from Eaga 
Charitable Trust.

The aim of the project is to find out the role that local councils can play 
in helping their communities access the energy efficiency finance that 
will be available via the “Green Deal” and “ECO” schemes that the 
Government is planning to launch shortly, thereby reducing their fuel 
bills and increasing comfort levels.


RESOLVED invitation noted. 
22.
OSWESTRY HERITAGE FORUM - STEERING GROUP 


For information, minutes of a meeting of the Steering Group held on the 
19th April 2011.


RESOLVE Appendix ‘F’ be noted.
23.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
In view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting and they be asked to withdraw.
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