DPC/73/09
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Development and Planning Committee held on Monday, 9th November, 2009 at 7.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain,

Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, 

M.  Bennett, Mrs. E. Channon, P.A. Cherrington,

J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, A.P.D. Hannagan, Mrs. C. Hawksley, J.G. Jones, and C. Schofield.

Also in attendance:  Mrs. G. Davies, Facilities Manager.

In the Chair:  Councillor W. Benyon.
31.
PUBLIC SESSION
Between 7.00 p.m. and 7.15 p.m., members of the public are invited to  question the Council on local issues etc.  Questions will be answered by The Mayor, Chairmen of Standing Committees or Town Clerk.


RESOLVED to note no questions were asked.
32.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow – illness, Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton – illness,

Councillor W.O. Jones – illness, Councillor W.S. Keable – illness, Councillor R. Hoseason – alternative meeting.

33.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Declarations of personal or prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda were declared in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

Councillor M. Bennett and W. Benyon declared a personal interest in planning applications as a member of the Shropshire Council’s Northern Area Planning Committee.

Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain declared a personal interest in Planning Application 09/03041 – as a former neighbour of the property.
34.
INTEREST

Councillor J.G. Jones raised the issue of the potential conflict of interest of the Chairman in terms of being a member of the North Shropshire Planning Committee and Chairman of the Development and Planning Committee of the Town Council and whether this presented any conflict.

After discussion, it was acknowledged that it was a matter for the individual Member to consider and take advice, as appropriate, from Shropshire Council.

35.
MINUTES
Minutes of meetings held on 7th September, 2009, DPC/68/09, 
21st September, DPC/69/09, 5th October, DPC/70/09, 14th October, DPC/71/09, 26th October, DPC/72/09, were confirmed and signed.
36.
SPEAKER

Chris Edwards, Assistant Director, Environmental Maintenance, Shropshire Council attended to discuss issues relating to highways, environmental maintenance, grant opportunities and Budget 2010/11.

It was acknowledged that the presentation would cross the remit of both Development and Planning and Amenities Committee but the information was considered to be important in the lead into budget preparation for 2010/11.  In terms of street scene, Chris Edwards confirmed that Shropshire Council had local bases at Alexander Road and at Park Hall, both were key points of contact for the Town Council.

An area of opportunity for the Town Council was the environmental maintenance grant of up to £3,000 available for town and parish councils to undertake or top up Shropshire Council environmental 
maintenance works.  This could include grass cutting, litter picking, graffiti removal, sweeping play areas, closed churchyards, sign washing, floral displays etc. and In Bloom.  It was acknowledged that in the last year only thirty-five applications had been received, however each council was invited to submit one application within each financial year.

Discussion then focused on proposed improvements to New Street and a detailed discussion ensued on materials and design, with the speaker being reminded that Severn Trent Water have significant plans for pipe repairs within the next twelve months.
Discussion then focused on the customer services aspect of Shropshire Council and it was suggested that a reference should be given to any complaints.  Assurance was given however that calls are logged and customers can ask for a specific reference number so that call backs can ask for an update.

Chris Edwards covered a number of areas of interest to the Town Council including Christmas decorative lighting and street lighting.

In terms of footway lighting the scheme for upgrade is still in place with a 25% grant available.  This could convert footway lighting to highway lighting with the ongoing maintenance costs then passing to the principal council.  With regard to Christmas decorative lighting, it was suggested that Oswestry is the only market town that Shropshire Council actually puts lights up for, normally the Town Council would lead in each market town.  Chris Edwards agreed that dialogue is needed in the next few months, the budget is not set for 2010/11 and it is possible that the Town Council will be looked upon to provide the lead for Christmas decorative lighting in the future with Shropshire Council support.

In terms of CCTV, the countywide review is still ongoing, it was recognised however that future capital funding will be an issue.

37.
TRAFFIC LIGHTS - MIDDLETON ROAD/SALOP ROAD/ROFT STREET

For information, letter from the Government Office for the West Midlands concerning previous representations made by the Council to the Secretary of State.  
RESOLVED the information b e noted.

It was further RESOLVED to request an update from Shropshire Council on areas of agreement from the meeting with the Leader of Shropshire Council to enable progress and timescales to be understood.  On the basis of that response, to consider if ongoing action/representation should be considered by the Town Council to Shropshire Council or any other agency.
38.
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL’S URBAN SPEED LIMIT POLICY AND RURAL ROADS SPEED LIMIT POLICY

Letter from Martin Withington, Head of Transportation, Shropshire Council providing a copy of the draft policy documents for Shropshire Council’s Urban Speed Limit Policy and Rural Roads Speed Limit Policy.  These documents form part of a series in the Council’s Speed Management Strategy for Councils.

Comments on the policies were invited by the 4th December, 2009.

RESOLVED 


· To note the consultation and to strongly urge that before any investment to reduce speed limits is made, that the Council and its partners must as a priority address the issue of enforcement and the current use of the highway and its existing regulations.
· Also to suggest that no justification would appear to exist for the proposed investment on the basis of the evidence as presented.

· to urge that rather than extend the 40 mph on Shrewsbury Road to Mile End that the long standing highway issues in Cabin Lane and Harlech Road should be addressed by prioritising such funding if it is available.

39.
BRITISH TELECOMMUNICATIONS (BT) CONSULTATIONS AND OTHER RURAL ISSUES

RESOLVED to note a letter from the Principal Rural Policy Officer, Shropshire Council regarding recent BT communications around public payphones.  A copy of the Shropshire Council Development Services Planning Policy Team Guidance to Parish and Town Councils dated October 2009 was provided.

40.
SEVERN TRENT – OSWESTRY

E-mail from Grace Marren, Public Affairs/Press Office, Severn Trent Water confirming that Seven Trent intend to return to Oswestry on the 3rd December to hold another drop in session in the afternoon at the Guildhall and then to attend the Local Joint Committee meeting that evening.  Severn Trent are also prepared to meet with the Oswestry Water Forum on the same date.  

The writer confirms “In the meantime, I thought you may be keen for an update on the boreholes.  Following the switch on of the boreholes at Nesscliffe, residents in Oswestry may have noticed some difference in their water supply over the last week or so.  We are now just fine-tuning the process to ensure everything is working as it should.  This will involve using the boreholes intermittently over the next few weeks until we are satisfied they will provide the improvements our customers anticipate.”
RESOLVED that the information be noted.
Further RESOLVED to thank Seven Trent for ongoing updates and to welcome feedback from the Local Joint Committee that representatives of the Water Forum would attend.  A further invitation be extended to visit the Town Council for updates in April/May 2010.

41.
CORE STRATEGY

RESOLVED to note, for archive purposes, the response issued by the Council in respect of the LDF Core Strategy Issues and Options.

42.
LOCAL COUNCILS EVENT

The Town Council had expressed a willingness to arrange a meeting of Clerks and Chairmen in respect of parishes within the former Oswestry Borough area.  The Development and Planning Committee was asked to note that the intention is to hold the first meeting in the New Year and the Leader of Shropshire Council has provisionally agreed to attend.  The aim will be to discuss the Shropshire Council budget and issues and concerns relating to local councils.  
RESOLVED the information be noted.

43.
JOINT EVENT – SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL

RESOLVED to note that a joint event had been arranged for elected Members from Oswestry Town Council and Shrewsbury Town Council on the 25th November, 2009 at the Guildhall, Oswestry.

The programme for the meeting was also set out.

44.
TRAINING EVENT

The Development and Planning Committee was asked to note that the Town Clerk was in the process of arranging a planning training event involving the five North Shropshire District Councils and Shrewsbury Town Council.  Issues are intended to relate to the Local Development Framework, the general planning process and the effective role that larger town councils can play in the planning process within the new unitary regime.  
RESOLVED the information be noted.

45.
PLANNING

Consider of schedules of planning applications, PA/103/09.
Application 03041 – Land rear of Cae Hendre, Morda Road, Oswestry.
RESOLVED to oppose the application on the basis of considered over intensification of development and sub division of the significant property that is prominent in an established residential area.  

Councillors Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain and C. Schofield abstained from voting and asked for such action to be recorded.


Application 03028 – 39 Cae Glas Surgery, Church Street, Oswestry.
RESOLVED no observations be expressed but to invite another tree to be planted in a more suitable location.


Application 03081 –  41 Balmoral Cescent, Oswestry.

RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

46.
NEW STREET
Letter from Shropshire Council inviting comments within the consultation process on considered environmental improvements to New Street, Oswestry.

RESOLVED, after detailed discussion 

· To confirm that Oswestry Town Council strongly oppose the use of modern York Stone as previous experience in Oswestry had not worked and a huge resource issue has been presented to regularly remove staining.

· To comment that asphalt does not represent the best environmental improvement within the Conservation Area and the standard imposed on Festival Square has been considered totally unacceptable.

· To insist on quality materials that concurrently will reduce the maintenance required to keep the standard as intended.

· To suggest that block paviors may be considered more appropriate to assist maintenance needs when statutory utilities require access.







COUNCILLOR W. BENYON,









  CHAIRMAN.
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