     DPC/63/08

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Development and Planning Committee held on Monday, 9th February, 2009 at 7.30 p.m. in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor, Councillor J.G. Jones.



Councillors F.D. Aldridge, M. Bennett, W. Benyon, 



Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull,



Mrs. C. Hawksley, R.W. Hoseason and C. Schofield.

Also in attendance:  The Community Services Officer

In the Chair:  Councillor W. Benyon.

330.
APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow – illness, Councillor K.R. Barrow – alternative meeting, Councillor Mrs. M. Benyon – family funeral, Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain –illness, Councillor Mrs. E. Channon – family commitment, Councillor

W.O. Jones – weather conditions, Councillor W.S. Keable – holidays.

 RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.

331.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.


RESOLVED that Councillor F.D. Aldridge, M. Bennett, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton 
and Miss B.Y. Gull declared personal interests in all planning matters due 
to their involvement 
in planning or development control at Oswestry 
Borough Council.

332.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting as held on the 22nd December, 2008, DPC/63/08, 
were confirmed and signed.

333.
FOOTPATH AT SALOP ROAD/CENTRAL CAR PARK

(a)
Letter from Steve Oakley, Assistant Divisional Surveyor, providing 


copies of correspondence concerning the entrance into the site at 


Salop Road.  After considerable debate, it was



RESOLVED that enquiries be made into the section of unused land 

to the right hand side of the entrance to the Central Car Park and 


whether this could possibly be used to extend the entrance and 


therefore provide a more suitably sized refuge in the centre of the 


entrance for pedestrian use.  With regard to the problems relating 


to the pedestrian footpath, this is predominantly the responsibility of 

Shropshire County Council.  Members felt that the situation should 


be monitored in the light of changes to roadway with the 



implementation of traffic lights which are to be sited in Middleton 


Road, at that stage decisions could be made.



RESOLVED that this information be noted, however Members 


emphasized the importance of widening the pavement.

334.
APPLICATION BY COUNTY COUNCIL SEEKING PLANNING 


PERMISSION  - ERECTION OF 2.8 METRE HIGH CHAIN LINK 


FENCING AROUND EXTENDED TENNIS COURT AREA – 



RETROSPECTIVE APPLICATION AT THE MARCHES SCHOOL


AND TECHNOLOGY COLLEGE, MORDA ROAD, OSWESTRY.

Letter from the Planning Officer providing a copy of this 



retrospective application.  After due consideration, Members 



RESOLVED
· To express disappointment that this is a retrospective application.

· That there has been no consultation with residents.

· That the site is a visual intrusion into adjacent properties and is reliant on a hedge for screening that is totally ineffective.

· That in view of the number of anomalies and apparent errors in the application that this should be withdrawn and a new application submitted containing accurate details.

· That the hedge should be maintained to its present density, height and condition and if this could not be possible due to the erection of the fence, then the hedge should take priority.

· That details of objections and concerns raised by local residents be forwarded to the appropriate department.


Further RESOLVED to contact the Business Manager, The Marches 
School and Technology College raising the following concerns:

· Why local residents were not consulted on the application.

· Why the application is for use until 1800 hours, on the basis that both the Marches and Olympians asked the Council for funding on the basis of community use of the running track and floodlights.  Clearly, should this not be the case, then refund of the £5,000 payment from Oswestry Town Council would be sought.

· Why Oswestry Town Council, as a funder, was not consulted.

335.
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK FOR SHROPSHIRE: 
CONSULTATION – CORE STRATEGY ISSUES AND OPTIONS

Letter from the Joint LDF Interim Project Manager, Shropshire County 
Council, confirming that the Draft Core Strategy “Issues and Options” 
document will be published for public consultation for 6 weeks between 
the 26th January and the 9th March.  After considerable debate, it was


RESOLVED that a special meeting of the Development and Planning 
Committee be held to discuss the questionnaire provided, with copies of 
the survey being distributed to all Members in order to allow for 
preparation.

336.
THE SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (FP18 (PART), PARISH OF 
OSWESTRY URBAN) PUBOIC PATH DIVERSION ORDER 2008

Letter from the Public Paths Order Officer, Countryside Access Team, 
Shropshire Council, confirming that the above Order has been produced.


RESOLVED to note the details with no objections or observations.

337.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Consideration of a schedule of planning applications, PA/94/09.


App. No. 09/15871/FUL – Proposed first floor extension to side of dwelling 
and conservatory to rear – 3 Balmoral Crescent, Oswestry.


RESOLVED no observations be expressed.


App. No. 09/15874/ADV – 2 x fascia signs, 1 x d/s projecting sign, 1 x 
menu board – Co-operative Retail Services Ltd., 2 Victoria Street, 
Oswestry.


RESOLVED no observations be expressed.


App. No. 09/15906/ADV – Provision of illuminated free standing 
identification sign – West Mercia Constabulary, Park Street, Oswestry.


RESOLVED no observations be expressed. 

App No. 09/15907/FUL –Single storey front extension to existing police 
station and alterations to existing disabled parking space – West Mercia 
Constabulary, Park Street, Oswestry.


RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

App No. 09/15912/ADV –Replacement signage – Ethel Austin, 8-10 
Church Street, Oswestry.


RESOLVED no observations be expressed.


App No. 09/15884/TPO – Proposed works to Beech and Sycamore trees – 
7 Upper Well Close, Oswestry.


RESOLVED that prior to any remedial works being carried out an 
assessment be provided by a qualified tree surgeon.

338.
TRAFFIC CALMING – UPPER BROOK STREET

E-mail from Robert J. Milton seeking confirmation of the Town Council’s 
continuing support for traffic calming measures proposed on Upper Brook 
Street.


RESOLVED to note the e-mail from Mr. Milton and that contact be made 
with the District Surveyor, Shropshire County Council, in order to ascertain 
the findings from the original site meeting which took place in early 2008.

339.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal, leasing and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

