MCP/120/10

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Markets and Car Parks Committee held at the conclusion of the Special Meeting of the Council on Wednesday 7th April 2010 in The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:   
Councillors Mrs M. Benyon, J.R. Evans, Mrs C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, A. Hannagan, J.G. Jones, M. Bennett, Mrs E. Channon, Mrs D. Barrow,  P.A. Cherrington, Miss B.Y. Gull, W.O. Jones, C. Schofield, Mrs V. Schofield
Also in attendance:
David J. Preston, The Town Clerk
David Clough, The Retail Markets and Events Manager
In the Chair:  

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs M. E. Chamberlain
660.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor F.D. Aldridge – family commitments, Councillor W. Benyon – Shropshire Council meeting, Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton – moving house.

RESOLVED – the above apologies and absence be noted and accepted.

661.
PUBLIC SESSION
RESOLVED to note that no members of the public were present to question the Council on local issues, etc in accordance with normal policy.

662.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Declarations of personal or prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda were declared in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
Declarations of Interest were declared as below:

Agenda Item 17 Car Boot Sale - Whittington Castle

Councillor R. Hoseason declared a personal interest as a member of Whittington Parish Council.  Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull declared a personal interest as the applicant was a personal friend.

663.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on 17th February 2010 – MCP/119/10 were confirmed and signed.
664.
BAILEY HEAD AND HORSEMARKET – WEDNESDAY MARKET
Report from the Finance Officer on the Wednesday Outdoor Market income and trader numbers to 28th February 2010 and 31st March 2010.

RESOLVED report TC/2058/10 be adopted.
665.
SATURDAY MARKET
Report from the Finance Officer on the Saturday Market income and trader numbers to 28th February 2010 and 31st March 2010.

RESOLVED report TC/2059/10 be adopted.
666.
FARMERS’ MARKET
Report from the Finance Officer on the Farmers’ Market income and trader numbers up to 31st March 2010.
RESOLVED report TC/2060/10 be adopted.

667.
CAR PARKING ANALYSIS
Report from the Finance Officer on car parking income and tickets issued up to the 28th February 2010 and 31st March 2010.
RESOLVED report TC/2061/10 be adopted.

668.
CAR PARK TICKETS USAGE ANALYSIS
RESOLVED to adopt a report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis of tickets issued on the Council’s car parks up to 28th February 2010 - TC/2062/10.
669.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

Report from The Finance Officer providing an analysis of actual income and expenditure on market activities estimated to 29th March 2010.

RESOLVED report TC/2063/10 be adopted.
It was further RESOLVED with regard to car park income to invite the Facilities Manager to look at a revision of car parking software to provide the Council with a greater flexibility in charging periods and also possibly to incorporate a display of registration numbers to prevent the passing on of purchased tickets.
670.
BAILEY HEAD CAR PARKING
Discussion on current issues relating to the Bailey Head.  After debate it was RESOLVED:

· To formally write to the Leader of Shropshire Council asking for consideration of the reintroduction of short stay car parking onto the Bailey Head on non market days to assist with local regeneration and tourism;
· To suggest to the Leader of Shropshire Council that such a measure could form part of the devolution programme to the Town Council and enable it to extend its traffic management of the site and thereby to invite discussion.

671.
MARKET THROUGHPUT

Report from the Finance Officer on Market Throughput January 2010 to March 2010.

RESOLVED report TC/2067/10 be adopted.

672.
TOWNS ALIVE – ATTRACTING AND RETAINING VISITORS
Invitation from Action for Market Towns to appoint delegates to attend an event at Morton, North Yorkshire, on 13th May 2010.  In an effort to help towns combat the ongoing effects of the recession, the seminar will focus on helping market towns realise their visitor offer and increase “footfall” of both residents and visitors.  The event will cover how to identify which features and attractions contribute to getting people not only to visit but to return, stay longer and hopefully spend.
RESOLVED that the current Chairman of the Markets and Car Parks Committee and the Retail Markets and Events Manager be requested to attend.

673.
ACTION FOR MARKET TOWNS

Letter from Action for Market Towns asking if the Council wishes to renew its membership for 2010/11.  The membership fee is £215 + VAT.  In the 2009/10 financial year the membership fee was paid by Advantage West Midlands through Shropshire Council.


RESOLVED to agree to join in the name of the Town Council should the fee not be met this year by Shropshire Council.  The current position to be clarified with Shropshire Council as soon as possible.

674.
MARKETS – PROGRESS REPORT


Report from the Retail Markets and Events Manager on various issues relating to market performance, occupancy, policy areas, etc.  After considerable discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To adopt report TC/2064/10;
· That with regard to the Farmers’ Market, the Council retain this on the Bailey Head to increase the overall market product and to look to increase promotion and ancillary activities for the market.  In addition, to involve the market in any wider North Shropshire Farmers’ Market initiative.
The future location of the Farmers’ Market to be reviewed further in twelve months time;
· With regard to street trading in Bailey Street, initially to contact Shropshire Council confirming that the Council believe that the street trading taking place at the current time could be seen as a rival market due to the number of units and the concourse of buyers and sellers that is established;
· To therefore seek an officer level meeting to try and shape a compromise that protects the market on traditional market days but allows a very limited number of units with size and type of street trading to be dictated to create added value and quality to the street scene that compliments rather than conflicts with the existing market;
· To examine at that meeting issues around staffing, resource and training, enforcement and cost, if the Town Council itself considered accepting delivery of the street trading licensing service;

· Due to potential legal challenge over rival markets then to ask Shropshire Council not to re-issue any existing permits or grant new until the policy direction for the future is agreed between respective authorities;

· With regard to the incentive rental scheme suggested by the Retail Markets and Events Manager, to accept this in principle and to invite a detailed proposal for the next meeting;

· The Retail Markets and Events Manager highlighted that a young trader was interested in trading on the market in terms of plant selling.  However, opposition had been received from an existing trader.  After discussion it was RESOLVED to encourage the young trader to attend the market recognising both the aim of the Council and the retail markets is to bring young people into market activities and employment.  The Council therefore for future policy to accept a reasonable duplication in trader lines at all its markets looking at the promotion of quality and value for money;

· To note that the Retail Markets and Events Manager will provide a series of policy reports in the next few months focussing around PR strategy and business planning;

· To acknowledge and endorse the concerns expressed over the considered poor display by the fruit and vegetable trader within the Powis Hall and to forward a letter expressing concern and to ask for an improvement of presentation;

· To formally thank the Retail Markets and Events Manager for the detailed report and the Powerpoint presentation providing key headline issues.

675.
MOTOR HOMES

Following previous discussion by the Markets and Car Parks Committee and representation to Shropshire Council, a response had been received from the Assistant Director, Environmental Maintenance.


RESOLVED the response be noted.
676.
OSWESTRY FOOD AND DRINK FESTIVAL

Letter from John Waine, Festival Organiser, Oswestry Food and Drink Festival, formally requesting the support of the Council for the 2010 event.


RESOLVED that the Council provide the normal support to the Festival organiser.

677.
CAR BOOT SALE – WHITTINGTON CASTLE

Request from Sue Ellis, Castle Manager, for permission to use Whittington Castle for seven car boot sales on site from April to September 2010.  The sales will exclude Trade Stands and funds raised will help the charity to maintain the castle for the future.


RESOLVED to accept the request with normal conditions applying.
678.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting and they be asked to withdraw.
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