MCP/03/10

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Markets and Car Parks Committee held on Wednesday 7th July 2010 at 7.00 pm in The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:


The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. E Channon, 
Councillors Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, Mrs. A. H. Bickerton, M. Bennett, J.G. Jones, R. Hoseason, J.R. Evans, C. Schofield, Mrs. V. Schofield, F.D. Aldridge, W.O. Jones.
In the Chair:  

Miss B.Y. Gull
Also in attendance:
The Town Clerk

The Retail Markets and Events Manager
29.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from: 

Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow – illness, Councillor W. Benyon – holiday, Councillor Mrs. M. Benyon – holiday, Councillor P. Cherrington – family commitments, Councillor Mrs. M. E. Chamberlain – annual leave.  
RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.

30.
PUBLIC SESSION
RESOLVED to note that no members of the public were in attendance to question the Council on local issues, etc. in accordance with normal policy.

31.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTEREST

Declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001 were invited.

RESOLVED to note that no declarations of interest were recorded.
32.
MINUTES
Minutes of the meeting held on 26th May 2010, MCP/02/10, were confirmed and signed.
33.
WEDNESDAY MARKET
Report from the Finance Officer on the Wednesday Market income and trader numbers up to 31st May 2010.

RESOLVED the encouraging report TC/2102/10 be confirmed.
34.
SATURDAY MARKET
Report from the Finance Officer on the Saturday Market income and trader numbers to the 31st May 2010.

RESOLVED report TC/2103/10 be adopted.
35.
FARMERS’ MARKET
Report from the Finance Officer on the Farmers’ Market income and trader numbers to 31st May 2010.

RESOLVED report TC/2104/10 be adopted with sincere thanks being recorded to the Retail Markets & Events Manager for the work undertaken in securing the revitalisation of this market.
36.
CAR PARKING INCOME

Report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis on car parking income and tickets issued to 31st May 2010.

RESOLVED report TC/2105/10 be adopted.  

It was further RESOLVED to invite a report from the Finance Officer on the VAT implications arising from the recent budget announcement of an increase to come in VAT.
37.
CAR PARK TICKET ANALYSIS
Report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis of tickets issued on the Council’s car parks to 31st May 2010.

RESOLVED report TC/2106/10 be noted.  

It was further RESOLVED that as part of the review to be undertaken in the autumn that the cost of longer term parking on the respective car parks should be maximised looking to reinforce the status of the car parks as short stay facilities.
38.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

Report from the Finance Officer providing an analysis of actual income and expenditure on market activities estimated to 29th June 2010.

RESOLVED report TC/2107/10 be adopted.
39.
MARKET THROUGHPUT
Report from the Finance Officer on Market Throughput April to June 2010.

RESOLVED report TC/2108/10 be adopted.
40.
OSWESTRY MARKETS AND EVENTS - UPDATE

Update report from the Retail Markets & Events Manager on current market issues.  The report provided a number of key areas that included a diary of events, arrivals and departures from the market, market communication, a summary of the Warrington Business Fair as attended, an update on the Gardening - Grown Your Own event on the 4th June 2010, the Space event linking the library with the market, Picnic in the Park events and the Oswestry Independent Traders Day scheduled for the 31st July 2010.  Further information was provided on the revitalisation of the Farmers’ Market, the Mydeco project, feedback from trader meetings and consultation and then a summary in terms of policy matters and decisions as required by the Council.

After considerable debate it was RESOLVED:

· To agree to the recommendation that the car park tickets in future advertise the markets from the next print run;

· To agree in principle to the purchase of a notice board for the Powis Hall for general market issue display;

· To investigate options (either repair or replacement) of the Powis Hall handrails.  This ideally to be through in-house sources;

· To agree to the introduction of a £10 fee per market day inclusive of Friday for failure to open from the 1st September 2010 for a trial period of three months;

· To consider the feasibility and costing for a shopping trolley service for the market located on the Horsemarket;

· To note the overall report and to thank the Retail Markets & Events Manager for raising so many issues with the Council thereby stimulating debate within and about the market. 
41.
OSWESTRY INDEPENDENT TRADERS’ DAY


Letter from Wendy Unwin, The Gates, Church Street, Oswestry, on behalf of the Independent Traders’ Day organisation, asking the Council if it would consider providing free parking for Saturday 31st July 2010.  In addition, letters of support have been received from five independent retailers/individuals.

After due discussion and considering an outline of the costs involved it was RESOLVED:

· To re-iterate the Councils fullest support for the event but to decline the provision of free parking as the Council believes that such a gesture would result in long-stay parking that will then go against the overall aim to create footfall for the town centre on the day.
42.
OSWESTRY FOOD AND DRINK FESTIVAL – 10TH/11TH JULY 2010

Letter from the Festival Organiser, Oswestry Food and Drink Festival, asking if the Council would consider providing car parking permits for both days as a courtesy to exhibitors, stewards and organisers for the duration of the Festival.  In terms of numbers it was anticipated that some 80 permits would be required to cover their needs.

After discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To provide 20 essential permits as the Council would not wish to take up valuable parking spaces needed for the footfall that will be generated from the event.
43.
DRAFT SHROPSHIRE PARKING STRATEGY

For information and discussion a draft report had been produced by Shropshire Council that went to Cabinet on 30th June 2010.

The draft report was considered at length and it was agreed that some interim views would be expressed.

After discussion therefore it was RESOLVED:

· To oppose the principles of the strategy and the lack of information contained therein;

· To highlight that one-size does not fit all across the county and this must be respected;

· To highlight the lack of on-street facilities and concerns about extensions with inter-residential areas;

· To challenge the cost to change existing town centre traffic orders arrived at after considerable consultation and negotiation;

· To challenge the capital costs against the commensurate benefit and the lack of information on anticipated income and cost of enforcement;

· To highlight that set bandings cannot apply as local charge instructions have to reflect local circumstances and individual problems/opportunities;

· To highlight that park and ride forms part of the planning application for supermarket development in Oswestry and therefore the rationale from Shropshire Council for changes in traffic flows and resistance until planning debates are resolved should be consistent within this matter;

· To invite Shropshire Council Officers to attend a meeting with the Markets & Car Parks Committee to go through the report and then to hold a formal seminar to consider a more detailed response to the consultation.

44.
PROPOSED MARKET TOWN REVITALISATION PROGRAMME


For information and discussion a copy of a report prepared by Shropshire Council and presented to its Cabinet on 30th June 2010 was considered.  The report carried a number of recommendations acknowledging a £3m capital allocation that is available.

After considerable debate it was RESOLVED:

· The Town Council to offer to host a meeting of the six market towns implicated in the report;

· To suggest that the meeting be restricted to three Members and an Officer from each of the Councils;

· The meeting to be used to share the report and to discuss a common approach that can be taken to Shropshire Council in terms of the proposed “Reference Group” that will link the respective six towns and their local authorities.

45.
NORTHERN SHROPSHIRE MARKET TOWNS GROUP AND ECONOMIC FORUM
Further to past previous representations letter from Kate Garner, Manager, Northern Shropshire Community Working Team, Shropshire Council, providing background information and confirmation that Councillor M. Bennett had been added to the membership of the Market Towns Group and the Economic Forum.

RESOLVED:

· The information be noted and Councillor M. Bennett to be asked to provide an update on the aspirations and work of the Group following his attendance at the next meeting.

46.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting.
